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I ARRIVED at Paris, by a very ra- 
pid journey, the day before the fede- 
ration ; and when I am difpofed to mur- 
mur at the evik of my deftiny, I (hall 
henceforth put this piece of goGd fortune 
into the oppofite fcale, and refleft how 
many difappointments it ought to coun- 
terbalance^ Had the packet which con- 
veyed me from Brighton to Dieppe failed 
a few hours later i had the wind been con- 
trary ; in fhort, had I not reached Paris 
at the moment I did reach it, I fhouli 
B have 
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have mifled the moft fublime Ipeftaclc 
wh^ichj pe^hapSj was ever reprefented on 
the theatre of this earth. 

I fhall fend you once a week the de- 
tails which I promifed when we parted, 
though I am well, aware how very im- 
perfeftly I fhall be able to defcribe the 
images which prefs upon my mind. It 
is much eafier to feel what is fublime than 
to paint it ; and all I fhall be able to 
give you will be a faint fketch, to which 
your own imagination muft .add colour^ 
ing and fpirit. The night before the fe- 
deration, by way of prelude to the folem- 
nities of that memorable day, the Te 
Deum was performed at the church of 
Notre Dame, by a greater number of 
muficians than have ever been affembled 
together, excepting at Weflminfler Abr 
bey. The overture which preceded the 
Te Deum Was fimple and majeflic: the 
mufk, highly expreflive, had the power 
of electrifying the hearers: and near the 

conclufion 
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conclufion of the piece, the compofer, by 
artfiil difcords, produced a melancholy 
emotion, and then, by exciting ideas of 
trouble and inquietude, prepared the mind 
/or a recitative which afFeded the audi- 
ence m a very powerful nianner, by re- 
calling the images of that confternation 
and horror which prevailed in Paris on 
the 13th of July, 1789, the day before 
that on which the BaftiUe was taken* 
The words were, as well as 1 can recol- 
le£t, what follows : — *^ People, your ene^ 
mies advance, with hoftile fentiments, with 
menacing looks ! They come to bathe 
their hands in your blood! Already they 
encompafs the walls of your city ! Ril?, 
rife from the inaftion in which you are 
plunged, feize your arms, and fly to the 
combat ! God will combat with you 1" 
Thefe words were fucceeded by a chorus 
of inflruments and voices, deep and fo- 
lemn, which feemed to chill the foul. But 
v^hat completed the efFeft was, when the 
B 2 found 
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found of a loud and heavy bell mixed 
irielf with this awfiil concert, in imitation 
of the alarm-bell, which, the day before 
thft taking of the BaftiUe, was rung in every 
<;hurch and convent in Paris, and which, 
it is faid, .produced a confijfion of founds 
inexpreflibly horrible. At this moment 
the audience appeared to breathe with 
difficulty 5 every heart fcemcd frozen with 
terror; till at lengda the bell ceafcd, the 
jmufic changed its tone, and another ra- 
citative announced the entire defeat of 
the enemy; and the whole terminated, 
after a flourifh of drums and trumpets, 
with an hymn of thinldgiving to the Su- 
preme Being* 
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LETTER II. 

1 Promiied to fend you a defc'riptron of 
the federation: but it is hot to be dc- 
Icribed! One muft have been prefem, to 
form any judgment of a fcene, the fubli* 
ihity of which depended much lefs on its 
external magnificence than on the effect 
it produced on the minds of the Ipefta- 
tors. ^^ The people, fore, the people 
were the fight l" I may tdll yo\j of pa- 
yiiionis, of triumphal arches> of altars on 
which incenfe was burnt, pf two hundred 
thoufand men walking in procefliin ; Tiul 
how am Ito give you an adequate idea 
of the behaviour of the fpeftators ? How 
am 1 to paint the impetuous feelings of 
that immenfe, that exulting multitude ? 
Half a million of people affembled at z 
Ipcdaclc, which furnilhed every image that 
B 3 can 
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can elevate the mind of man ; which con- 
ncftcd the enthiifiafm of moral fentiment 
with the folemn pomp of religious cere- 
monies; which addrefled itfelf at once to 
the imagination, the underftanding, and 
the heart ! 

The Champ de Mars was formed into 
an immenfe amphitheatre, round which 
were eredted forty rows of feats, raifed 
one above another with earth, on which 
wooden forms were placed. Twenty days 
kbour, animated by the cnthufiafin of the 
people, accomplifhed what feemed ta re- 
quire the toil of years. Already in the 
Champ de Mars the diftinftions of raftk 
were forgotten -, and, infpired by the fame 
fpirit, the higheft and loweft orders of 
citizens gloried in taking up the fpade, 
and affifting the perfons employed in a 
work on "which the common welfare of 
the ftate depended. Ladies took tht in- 
ftruments of labour in their hands, and 
removed a little of the earth, that they 

might 
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might be able to boaft that they alfo had 
affifted in thfe preparations at the Champ 
de Mars; and a number of old foldiers 
were feen voluntarily bellowing on their 
country the laft remains of their ftrength. 
A young Abbe of my acquaintance told 
me, that the people beat a drum at the 
door of the convent where he lived, and 
obliged the Superior to let all the Monks 
come out and work in the Champ dc 
Mars. The Superior with great relud- 
ance acquiefced, " Quant a moi," faid 
the young Abbe> " je ne demandois pas 



mieux *." 



At the upper end of the amphitheatre 
a pavilion was built for the reception of 
the King, the Queen, their attendants, 
and the National Aflembly, covered with 
ftriped tent-cloth of the national colours, 
and decorated with ftreamers of the fame 
beloved tint$> and fleur de lys. The 

• As for me, I defired nothing better. 

B 4r white 



white flag was difplajed above the Jpot 
wh^re the King vriLs feated. In the mid- 
dle of the Champ de Mars L'Autcl de la 
Patrie was placed,' on which incehfe was 
barnt by priefts drefled in long white 
robes, with faflies of national ribbon. 
Several inferiptions were written on the 
altar, but the words vifible at the ereateft 
diftance were, La Nation, la Loi, et le 
Roi*. 

At the lower end of the amphitheatre, 
oppofite to the pavilion, thtec triumphal 
arches were erefted, adorned with em* 
blems and allegorical figures. 

The prdccinon marched to the Champ 
de Mars, through the central ftreets of 
Paris. At La Place de Louis Quinze, 
the cfcorts, who carried the colours, re- 
ceived undo* their banners, ranged in two 
lines, the National Affembly, who came 
from the TuiUeries. When the proce^. 

• The Nation, the Law, and the King. 

fion 
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fion paflcd the ftrect where Henry the 
Fourth was aiTaflinated, every man paufed 
as if by general confent: the; ^riea of jpjr 
were fufpended, and fwcceeded by a for 
temn filence. This tribute of regret, 
paid from the fudden incipuife of feeling 
at fuch a monrient^ was perhaps the moik 
honourable teftij:nony to the virtues of 
that amiable Prinee which his memory 
has yet received. 

In the ftreets, at the widows, and on* 
the roofs of the houfes, the people, tran-^ 
^rted with joy, (houted and wept as 
the proceffion. paffed. Old men were 
feen kneeling in the ftreets, bleffing God 
that they had lived to witnefs that happy 
momenta The people ran to the doors 
of their houfes loaded with refrefhments^. 
which they offered to the troops ; and 
crouds of women furrounded the foldiers, 
and holding up their infants in their arms, 
and melting into tears, promifed to make 
their children imbibe, from their earlieft 
B 5 age,. 
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age> an mvlolablc attachment to the pHn- 
ciples of the new cpqftitution. 

t recoll^died^th^fe lines of Shakefpeare : 

" He that outlives this day, and comes fafe home. 
Will ftand a tip-toe when this day is nam'd. 
And rouze him at the name 
He that (hall live this day, and fee old age. 
Will yearly on the vigH feaft his neighbours^* 
This ftory fhall the good man teach his fon : 
And this day to the ending of the world. 
And we in it, fhall be remember'd ; 
'We few, weliappy few, we band of hr others /'* 

The proccfiion entjered the Chanip de 
Maf s by a long road, which thpufands of 
people had affifted in forming, by filling 
tip deep hollows, levelling the rifing 
grounds, and eredling a temporary bridge 
acrofs the Seine, oppoftte to the trium- 
phal arches. The order of the procef- 
fion was as follows : 

A troop of horfe, with trumpets. 

A great band of mufic. 

A detachment of grenadiers. 

The 
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The eieftors chofen at Paris in 1789. 

A band of volunteers, 

Thfe aflembly oF ihe reprefentatlvts of' 

the peopkr 
The military committee. 
Company of chaffeurs. 
A band of drums. 
The Prefiderit of fixty diftrias. 
The Deputies of the people fent to the 

Federation, 
The Adminiftratorsof the municipality* 
Bands of mufic anddrums. 
Battalion of children, carrying a ftand- 

ard, on which was written, L'Efpe*' 

ranee de la Patrie *. 
Detachment with the colours of the 

national guard of Paris, 
Battalion of veterans. 
Deputies from forty-two departments^ 

arranged alphabetically, . 
The Oriflamme, or grand ftandard of 

the Kings of France* 

• The Hope of the Country. 

B 6 Deputies 
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Deputies from the regidar troops. 

Deputies from the navy. 

Deputies from forty-one departments, 
arranged alfo alphabetically. 

Band of volunteer chaffeurs. 

Troop of horfe, with trumpets. 
The proceffion, which was formed with 
eight perfons abreaft, entered the Champ 
de Mars beneath the triumphal arches, 
with a difcharge of cannon. The de- 
puties placed themfelves round the infide 
of the amphitheatre. Between them and 
the feats of the fpeftators, the national 
guard of Paris were ranged; and the 
feats round the amphitheatre were filled 
with four hundred thoufand people. The 
middle of the amphitheatre was crouded 
with an imn^nfe multitude of foldiers. 
The National Aflembly walked towards 
the pavilion, where they placed themfelves 
with the King, the Queen, the royal fa- 
mily, and their attendants ; and oppofite 
this group, rofe in peripeftive the hills, 
of Paffy and Chaillot, covered with peo- 
ple. 
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pie. The ftandards> of which one was 
prefented to each department of the kingr ' 
dom> as.a mark of brotherhood, by xh^ 
citizens of Parisj were carried ta the 
^tar to be confecratnd by the bifliop.. 
High mafs was performed^ after whidi 
Monfieur de la Fayette, who had been, 
appointed by the King Major General of 
the. Federation, afceaded the altar, gave 
the fignal, and himfelf took the national 
oath. In an inftant every fword was 
drawn> and every arm lifted upv The 
Kir^ pronounced the oath, which the 
Prefident of the National Aflembly re- 
peated, and the folemn words were re- 
echoed by fix hundred thoufand voices ; 
-while the Queen railed the Dauphin, inher 
arms, fhewing him to the people and the 
army. At the moment the confccrated , 
banners were difplayed, the fun, which 
had been obfcured by frequent (howers in 
the courfe of the mornirig, burft.forth^ 
wlule the peopk lifted their eyes tp bea- 

, ven, 
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ven, and called upon the Deity to look 
down and witnefs the facred engagement 
into which they entered. A refpeftful 
filence was fuccceded by the cries, the 
fhouts, the acclamations of the multitude ^ 
they wept, they embraced each other, 
and theft difperfed. 

You will not fufpeft that I was an in- 
difFcrerit witnefs of fuch a fcene. Oh no ! 
this was not a time in which the diftinc- 
tions of country were remembered. It 
was the triumph of human kind ; it was 
man afferting the nobleft privileges of his 
nature; and it required but the common 
feelings of humanity to become in that 
moment a citizen of the world. For my- 
felf, I acknowledge that my heart caught 
with enthufiafm the general fympathy ; my 
eyes were filled with tears ; and I fhall ne- 
ver forget the fenfations of that day, ^^ while 
memory holds her feat in my bofom." 

The weather proved very unfavourable 
during the morning of the federation;. 

but 
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but the minds of people were too much 
elevated by ideas of moral good, to at-' 
tend to the phyfical evik of the day. Se- 
veral heavy fhowcrs were far from inter- 
rupting the general gaiety. The people> 
when drenched by the rain, called out 
with exultation, rather than regret,* "NouS 
Ibmmes rtiouillez a la nation." Some 
exclaimed, j-*^ La revolution Fransoifc 
dft cimentcc avec de Veau, au lieu tie 
fang." The national guard, during the 
hours which preceded the arrival of the 
f>roccffion, amtifed the ipeftators with 
dancing in a circle, and with a thoufand 
whimficd arKi playful evolutions, highly 
expreffive of that gaiety which diftmguiflies 
the French chara<5len I believe none but 
Frenchmen would have diverted them- 
fclves, dnd half a million of people, who 
were waiting in expeftation of a fccne 

• We ^re wet for the nation. 

t The French revolution is cemented with water, 
i»ftcadofblood» 

the 
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ri^ mofl: folemn upon record, by circles 
often thoiifand men galloping in the round 
dancer B.ut if you are difpofed to thinlc 
of this gaiety with the contempt of Supe- 
rior gravity, for I will not call it wildom, 
recoUedt that thefe dancers were the very 
men whofe bravery formed the great epo- 
cha of French liberty j the heroes who 
demolifhed the towers of the Baftille, and 
whofe fame will defcend to the lateft pof-r 
terity. 

Such was the admirable order witR 
which diis auguft fpeftacle was conduft^' 
ed, that no accident interrupted the unl- 
verfal feftivity. All carriages were for- 
bidden during that day, and the entrances 
to the Champ de Mars were fo nume- 
rous, that half a million of people were 
coUefted together without a croud. 

The people had only one fubjeft ofre- 
gret : they murmured that the king had 
taken the national oath in the pavilion, 
inftead of performing that ceremony at 

the 
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the foot of the altar; arid feme of therif, 
crbuding rouhd MohC de k Fayette, con- 
jured him to perfuade' the king to go to 
the altar and take the oath a fecond 
time. * ** Mes enfans," faid Mdnf. de la 
Fayette, " le ferment n'eft pas une ariettc> 
on ne peut pas le jouer deux fois." 

Monf. de la Fayette, after the Federa- 
tion> went to the Chateau de la Muette> 
where a public dinner was prepared for 
the national guard. An immenfe croud 
gathered round him when he alighted 
from his horle, at a little diftance from the 
chateau j and Ibme Ariftocrates, mixing 
themfclves with the true worfliippers of 
him who is fo juftly the idol of the French 
natiop, attempted to ftifle Irirh with their 
embrace^. He called out \ *' MaiXj fnes 
amisyvous tn^^etouffezT arid one of his aide^ 
de campy who perceived the danger of his 

• My friends,* the oath is not an air which can be 
played twice over. 

t But, my friends, you ftifle me.* 

general^ 
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LETTER IIL 

j[ H E rejoicings at Paris did not ter- 
minate with the ceremony of the Federal- 
tion. A fucceflion of entertainments, 
which lafted fcveral days, were prepared 
for the deputies from the provinces, who 
were all quartered in the houfes of the 
bourgeois, where they were received with 
the moft cordial hofpitality. 

The night of the 14th of July the whole 
city of Paris was illuminated, and the. 
next day le ci-devant Due, now Mojif. 
d'Orleans, gave a public dinner to the na- 
tional guard in the hall of the Palais 
Royal. We walked in the evening round 
the gallery, from which we faw part of 
the croud below amufing themfelves by 
dancing, while others were finging in 
chorus the favourite national fongs. 

On 
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On the following Sunday the^ national 
guards were reviewed by Monf. de [a 
Fayette in the Champ de Mars, which 
was again filled with ipeftators, and the 
people appeared more enthufiaftic than 
ever in their applaufes of their general.. 
The Champ de Mars rcfounded with re- 
peated cries of* " Vive Monf. de la Fay- 
ette." On this day carriages were again 
forbidden, and the evening dilplayed z 
fcene of general rejoicing. The whole 
City was fllunfiinated, and crouds of com- 
pany filled the gardens of the Tuillerics,. 
from which' we faw the beautiful facade 
of the Louvre lighted rn the moft Iplcn- 
did manner. In the Champs Elylees, 
where a fete was given to the Deputies, 
innumerable lamps were hung from one 
row of trees to another, and fhed the moft 
agreeable brilliance on thofe enchanting 
walks 5 where the exhilarated croud danced 

• Long live Monf. de la Fayette.. 

and 
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and fijng,and filled the air with the found 
of rejoicing. Several parties of the na- 
tionsirguard came from the Champs Ely- 
i?cs, dancing along the walks of the Tuil- 
leries with a woman between every two 
men ; and all the priefts, whom they met 
in their way, they obliged . to join in tshe 
dance, treating them as women, by placing 
them between two foldiers, and fome- 
time? (portively drefling them in grena- 
diers caps. Fire-works of great variety 
and beauty were exhibited on the Pont 
Ncufi and the ftatue of Henry the Fourth 
was decorated with the ornament of all 
others the moft dear in the eyes of the 
people, a fcarf of national ribbon. Tranf- 
parencies of Monf. de la Fayette and 
Monf. Bailly were placed, as the higheft 
mark of public favour, on each fide of this 
revered ftatue. 

But the fpeftacle of all others the moft 
interefting to my feelings, was the re- 
joicings ai the Baftille. The ruins of that 

execrable 
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execrable fortrefs were fuddenly tranf- 
formed, as if widi the wand of necro- 
mancy, into a fcene of beauty and of pica- 
fure. The ground was covered with frelh 
clods of grafs, upon which young trees 
were placed in rows, and iUuounatcd with 
a blaze of light. Here the minds of the 
people took a higher tone of exultation 
than in the other fcenes of feftivity. Their 
mutual congratulations, their refledlions 
on the horror of the paft, their fenfe of 
^ prefent felicity, their cries of * " Vive la 
Nation," ftill ring in my ear ! I too, though 
but a fojourner in their land, rejoiced in 
their happinefs, joined the univerfal voice, 
and repeated with all my heart and foul, 
« Viveia Nation V 

• Long live the Nation, 
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Before I fuffered my friends at 
Paris to conduft me through the ufual 
routine of convents, churches, and pala- 
ces, I requefted to vifit the Baftille 5 feel- 
ing a much ftronger defire to contemplate 
the ruins of that building than the moft 
perfect edifices of Paris. When we got 
into the carriage, our French fervant called 
to the coachman, with an air of triumph, 
* " A la Baftille — mais nous n'y refte- 
rons pas." We drove under that pdrch 
which fo many wretches have entered ne- 
ver to repafs, and alighting from the car- 
riage defcended with difficulty into the 
dungeons, which were too low to admit 
of our ftanding upright, and fo dark tlut 
we were obliged at noon-day to vifit them 

• To the Baftille— but we flialLaot- remain there. 

with 
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with the light of a candle. We faw tlifc 
hooks of thofe chains by which the pri- 
foners were /aliened round the neck, to 
the walls of their cells ; many of which 
being below the level of the water, arc in 
a conftant ftate of huniidity; and a nox- 
ious vapour iflued from them, which 
more than Once extinguifhcd the candle, 
and was fo infufferable th^t it required a 
ftrong fpirit of curiofity to tempt one to 
enter. Good God I^— and to thefe regions 
of horror were human creatures dragged 
at the caprice of defpotic powen What 
a melancholy confideration, that 

■«■ M « Man I proud man, 

Dreft in a little brief authority. 

Plays fuch fantaflic tricks before high heaven. 

As make the angels weep." 

There appears to be a greater number 
of thefe dungeons than one could have 
imagined the hard heart of tyranny itfelf 
would contrive ; for, fincc the deflruftion 
of the building, many fubterrancous cells 
have been difcovered underneath a pipcc 

of 
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of ground which was inclofed within the 
walls of the Baftillc, but which fccmed a 
bank of folid earth before the horrid fe- 
crets of this prifon-houfe were difclofed. 
Some Ikeletons were found in thcfe re- 
ceffes, with irons ftill faftened on their de- 
caying bones. 

After having vifited the Baftille, we 
may indeed be furprized, that a nation lb 
enlightened as the French, fubmitted fo 
long to the oppreflions of their govern- 
ment ; but we muft ceafe to wonder that 
their indignant fpirits at length fliook off 
the galling yoke. 

Thofe who have contemplated the dun- 
geons of the Baftille, without rejoicing in 
the French revolution, may, for aught I 
know, be very refpeftable perfons, and 
very agreeable companions in the hours 
ofprofperity; but, if my heart were fink- 
ing with anguifli, I fhould not fly to thofe 
perfons for confolation. Sterne fays, that 
a man is incapable of loving one woman 
C • as 



M he pqg^t,/who Jias not a fort;Of an af- 
fedion for,^tlj^,,i5rbolc Stx; an^, ^.}^^^ 
Ihould . I look for particular, fynfljathy 
fronxdiofe who have no feelings of gene- 
ral philanthropy. If the fplendaur of a 
dclpotic throne can only Ihine like the ra- 
diance of lightnipg> while all aroxind is in- 
volved ia^4oom. and horrori In the name 
<n heaven let its bakful luftre be extin- 
^ifhed for ever. May no fuch ftrong 
contraft of light and ihade again exifl: in 
tht political lyftem of France ! but fpay 
' the^'Bearns of liberty^, like the beams, of 
day, filed their benign influence on the 
cottage of the pcafant, as well as on the 
palace of the monarch ! May liberty, 
wliich for fo many ages paft has taken 
pleafure in foftening the evils :of the bleak 
and rugged climates of the north, in fer- 
tiKzing a barren foil, in clearing the 
fwamp, in lifting mounds againft the inun- 
dations of the tcmpeft, diffufe her. blef. 
^ fings'^lfo. on die genial land of Fiance, 

2 and 
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'^fid bid^ihe hiifbaridttiiafi rejoice under the 

>'^adg APthe 61}ve ^ahcTtKe viiie! ;';" ' ' 

' '"-^"rrhe Bafefle, which Henry 'the 'fourth 
and his veteran troops affatled in vaifi, the 
<i?ti2ens of Paris had the glory of tating 
In' a few hours. "TKc Avarice of Monf. 
-d^^ EktinUy 'had t6rlipted"Hini'' toward 

"thiis 'fdrtrefs with only half the coniple- 
hnent of men ordered by government; 
'^lic! a letter which he received the morn- 
ing of the 14th of July, commanding Him 
'tb foltain the ficge till the evening, when 

•'^fticcbur Would arrive, joined to, his own 
treathery towards the affailants, coft him 
;hislife, 
''The courage of the befiegers was in* 

' flSmed by the feorrors of famine, tjiere 
iB^lng at this time only twenty-four hours 
' provifidn of bread in Paris, For fomc 

' days the people had affembled in crouds 

round the (hops of the bakers^ who were 

obliged to have a guard of foidiers to 

prot^ft them from the famifhed mitlti- 

C a tude; 
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tudej while the w^MTxcn, rendered iiirrous 
by 'w^ty ck-f ed. In chc refblubc tone of d^- 
fi:felJl*>*' ^* Il'riotis latit dii p£n pour nos 
enfiiris." Such wits die fcarcity of bread, 
that a French gentlennan told me, that, 
the day preceding die taking cff the Baf- 
rille, he was invited to dine widi a Nego- 
tiant,^ and, wfcenhe werit, was infformed 
that a fervant h$d been out five hours in 
fearch of lH^ad> and had at laft been able 
to purfehafe QiHy one loaf, 
. It wisiatthis crlfo> it was tb^fafve^them-^ ' 
fclvfes'the^ fhocking Ipcdacle of thHr-^ 
wives and infilnts perilhing before theif 
eyes, th»t the citizens of Paris flew to 
arms, and, impelled by foch caufes, fought 
with the daring intrepidity of men* Who ' 
had all that* renders life of any value at^- 
ftake, and who determined to die or dbn- 
quer. The women too, far from indblg- 
ing the fears incident to our feeble fcx, fn 

: ' . • ' ' t 

^ We muft have bread for our chirdren. '' '] 

defiance 
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defiance of .t|ie c^na)apf/ChqiBs^fti%, vco- 

huibwd^.; and, w«h,ar%irit wq^tby of^f^i 
mau.JPniaixQns, encovragfs4 them to go. 
on. . Wionaeo. mfiiuncedl gu^rd in the 
ft!re«fs>.?iadbr when any perfon paflfe4<?^U- 
e4^pw^ * f' Quiyala?'' ' .r . i ' 
i..A.€P^^^w> ^^ had th<5> cOH^masvd 
of: fifty mei> - in this ej^erpr ize^ tdd . nw:^ 
tbat^Qoe of his foidkrs being kilted by a 
cannon-ball^ the people, with gFCiaC.niftrk& 
of ift^igp^<W,JF^nH>V:cd th^rcorp&ir aftd 
tljFoj. fnatchiiilg up the 4c»d m^U'sMw 
bqgged niopey of the byftanelem for Im- 
ii)tera>ent, in a manner charai^eriftic 
ei^ayg^ of that gajiei^> w^idi neV^r ^r^* 
fake^ the French, ewnon &ch.pGC0^^Wftf 
aajWp.uld,0>ake any other people en;i^r^ 
ferious*, t " Madame> pour ce pauvrg; 
diable qui s'cft fait tue pour la Nation! . 

,• Who goes Acre? 

f Madam, for this poor devil, who has been 
killed for the Nation 1 — Sir, for this onf^ftanate- 
dog, who has been killed for the Nation ! 

C 3 —MonC 
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-^Mof|f. jtoiir ce pauJrre. ddwi q<M s'^ft 

fupltlioilpiini; though not V^iy pattetteji 
obcainedl ^cfa^ end definrdi no p^rlbn te-^ 
in^ fuffidendy obdurate to refift die pow'-- 
erfehplea^ ♦ " qu'ils*eft fait tec p«ar la) 
Naiioni"- • . 

Wben the BMSle^ was takein^ «tidche 
okL man^ of ^viiiom you have no doobd 
heaafd^ and v^ had iDeeo ccmfined ia ^ 
dungeon thirty-Eve yours, vto^ hmiBtg^n 
intD dny^ighti wlkh bid dm £dr £} long 
a "^we of time vifittd his eye$>*bei9fcig>;tl 
gtted> fliook hisf wfakie *t)eard, md cmedi 
feindy, f ** Melfieurs, vows laa'a^ezsmdu 
uA grand i€rvice> renciez m'en un aisitt, 
tuezitKH ! je nelkis pas oii allcr/*---*^-AU-» 
Ions, allons," the croud anfwered mtho 
cnk! voice, ** k Nation te nourrira." 

• Had been killed for the Nation. 

f Gentlemen, ^'oii have rewdered me one great 
fetwee; cendtr meanothcn kiU me! for I know 
not wliere to. go. — Come along,, cof^^ijtong, thj^i; 
Nation will provide for yott. 

As 
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t^s^ the hccors of ti^e^BJiftilte pafied 
all^ii^i ikii^^s after ittsr: forismlf r^ i^- ) 
ci^blf^jilt^^ thqdottfs oftbcmJioilfts?': 
loa^^dr wida wine, bmnflyt and. otter re-* 
frdhroiJiitfe wiwH tibcy oflSecid/to tKefe 
dc^iwrers ^f their , country- 'But thef : 
refiafed to tafte any ftrong liquors, coiifir . 
dQi4ig>'da€']gjPeftt rwerh tlSejfl hsii juoder- 
tak6n>l»Sf not yet a^cosofdjAxedi aodbe^V 
ing determined to wat<^.the^jitiie nigbc^ . 
in4jrifc)Qff aii^'fuif^fMic. . > 

^ tlNe^yffeo hid s^Siftad in tttking)the' 

lit5P>Q6 Fwis with e ribben^pf the ifatienal 
cok)m% Oft whkh is fi»mpe4j inclo^ in 
a <wx:fe of brafs, an impreffion oftthe 
B£d9a)le,^a^^^frh is worn as a noilitaFy 

The irtuniqipaUty of Paris alio pro^- 
pofed a folemn funeral proceffion in me- 
mory of thofc who. loft their lives jui fhis 
enterprize; bwt,i^on mafcing^apj^cation to . 
the' Narfbrfil'A'fifernbly for a dejputation. 
C 4 of 



of its memb^ to .affift at this iolemniqr^ 
the afleoib^ wfrp . of opimon ,that thde 
funenil honours ihpuld be paftponed liUia 
more favourable moment, as they mi^t 
at prdent have a tendency to inflame the 
minds of the people. 
. I have heard Several, perfons mention a 
young m^j oCa, little infigniScaoc figMre, 
whp^ the day before the Baftilk was taken, 
got up on a chai^ in the Palais Royali» and 
harangued the mulptude, coi^urii^ them 
to make a flru^le fpc their UberQ^^ and 
aflertmgy that now the moment was ar* 
rived. They liftened to his eloquence 
with the moft eager attention i and, when 
he had inftruAed as many as could hear 
him at one time, he requefted them to 
depart, and repeated his harangue to a 
new let of auditors. 

Among the dungeons of the Baftille 
arc placed, upon a heap of ftones, the fi- 
gures of the two men who contrived the 
plan ofthisfortrefs, where they were after- 
wards 
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wards cbitfined' for fife/ 'Thelemen are 
repi-dfeHtca diaWcd^td^tfie waD, ancFdfe 
hthkd^ Wrdidut any femodon of 'fyiiftpi-- 
thy. * ^ " •• ' " '^■' • ' • 

The perfcn employed to remove tTie 
nabs of the Baftifle^ has framed of the 
Wttcs tighty-thtee complete' hlodeis of 
tins blading, which, with a true patri6- 
tic fpirit, he has prefented to'the eig'hty- 
three departments of the kingdom, "ty 
way of hint ta his country meh to take; 
care bf their liberties in ftitiire; " ^ ' 
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JL' Am juft rettiined from $i vfilt to Mft^* 
darrife Sittrf, whtetfe ^ w5f k^ - ^n aiu(>§ii6«r' 
art & wfcil kftOini and lb-' juflfjr. dl^meJ 
in Engkuid/aiiid who refeeiv^d riw wirf^ 

the Fn^nch are «iiri^allcd-w the arts of 
pieafing; In 'dtie- powfer- olf^ igniting wl#^ 
the' rrtbft polilhfed elegance of manners, 
that attfentive Icmdnefe which fecms to 
flow' warm froiii the heart, and which, 
while it fboths our vanity^ ^ecu^es our 
afFeftions* Madame Siflery ahd' her pu- 
pls ate at prefent at St Leu, a beau- 
tiful Fpdt in the rich valley of Mont- 
morenci. MonC d'Oiieans has cer- 
tainly conferred a moft effential obliga- 
tion upon his children^ by placing them 
vttiA^i the taire'of this lady. I never met 
' with 
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with youfig people more amiable in thti^ 
difpofitions, or more charming in their 
manners^ which arc equally remote from 
arrogance, and 6"om thofc efforts of con- 
defcenfion which I have feen fome great 
pecplq oiflcikea TOth ;?auch. ,diftcuky to 
t^§p^cl>f€$, and iwieh, cfl^^ m others.. 
Xhej Snncci&i whot is dwt?te^; years of 
age^ h^^ a coumenanoe <^ the fweeceft 
eapr.efllon, and appears to xne to l^e Ade-» 
hidfepthe heik)itee of Madimc Sillcry'i. 
IfMmr^A^ Ed^ca^p> perfbnifiad. TThC; 
t\^e/^ l^^ce^, tho^h ynder A^ad^f^ SiU 
kpy's liiperi^iidencey haw alfo fwecep-- 
tors wiaoliye in the }|Ou&j. airi affift in 
their education. The eldeft prmce, Monf. 
de Chartret,^ is ncarly^eigjitcen years of 
age, and his attenQTf polifienefs formed a 
fitriking contraft in my mkid^.t;o the man- 
Aers of tho& fafiiionable gejotlemen in a 
certain great mctrSpolis, who confider, 
apathy and negligence as the left of good- 
breeding. But if I was pleafed with the 
C d manners, 
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onooefs of tMa young Prince, I was ftifl 
more dd%li]ieii tio &xl iiim a. ccmfiraia^ 
fiiend'CO the now: oonOotKidon of Fvansce, 
and willing^ -widi tiie enthufiafin of a young 
and andeirt nu]id> co renounce the iplen** 
dour of hb titks for die general good; 
Whtn^ he heard that, the facrifice. of 
fertotfe ahb "was required^ and that the 
munenfe property, which he had been 
mught to confider as his inheritance, was 
to be ditdded with his brothers^ he ^po^ 
braced them with the utmoft >af^dtiaD| 
declarihg that he fliould rejoice in fuch i- 
diviiion. To find a democratic Prince, 
was iomewhat (ingular : I was much lefs 
Ibrprized that Madame Sillery had adopts 
ed iendments wlm:h are fo congenial to 
aui enlarged and comprdieiifive whadL 
This lady I hare called Silkiy, becoufeit 
is the name by which ihe is known in 
England ; but, (ince the decree of the Na-* 
tional Aifen^ly, aboklhix^ the nobility, 

flie 



fhehas renounocd wttkheptitl^thmsnic 
4i65ilb3iyy aidfKas tdcbn^tufctMDf^^bdaertuin 

rxcks An thr i^ifit . of > p&ildbph^j > tlod frihs 
diciilad the abfurdky of convcrrfag titt 
rcwaidis.of perlbnal merit into ttei inhe^^ 
titance jq£ thofeL wlia hadperfaaps; foilittte 
dmmito hQtK)u#s, that they.Avctb.aiiwtiQC 
oUique lieprdach on their oharaAefiAMl 
condudk* There may be argument 
agiainft ^eredkary rank faffioieaidy oon^ 
YOpciiig'to ibch 'an undeiibndiBg'as MaA 
dameSrufart^s: but I know fornix FrcncJb 
ladies who entertain very dif&ttnt notion!^ 
(XI this fiibje& ; who fee no imprioprietys 
in the eftabUihxnents of nobiHlty.f Had 
who 'have carried their love of lacHtocr^ 
tkal'rightsfafar as to k«ep their ibe^> uk 
a & of defpondency^ upon being oUHgrti 
to rdinquifli the agreeabfe c^iidiets.of 
Comteffe or Marquiie^ to which thck car$ 
had: faben fo long accuftomed» / . . ; 

But 



Autikt. rae dotjsiiftiQe to the Mif^^^^ 
Frances Tlm]iiltiikben(C^.tbo|if^^ 

fmaU (i^opordcm to tho& Nirhp h^^e d<%e4 
ivkh^ fpirk cj£ diftix^khed patxiQQiha^; 
wfao> wjch thofe g6neroti3 ali^dipB$; wfaiph 
belcmgn»'tto^bnateifaQart>.Aave g}piie4ir)t 
fikxtrifkmgiiifteijr fiMrtliri^^ iiid <v^n theipertr 

fytiiw oomman caule«. It Mfas the ladies 
who gave the. csampk of k 4q& pamo-- 
«^e t, by offcraig tbw j<5*rcb :at ^ 
flttfee i.df iibBrty ;/ aid,: if the^.lvomas . <^ 
SEickivt Rooie harregaioed fibe ap^^uiib^^ 
ofcfiftaxir ages for &ch at^ions,, tht; womea 
d£ France witt alio dakix the admtfatioi}: 

The women haxe cestainlf had a qqq«- 
fidtrabk* ihare in the Fxencb revohuioQ : 
fyty wha^wr the iij^perioiis Ijard:^ of the 
eifcamn maj? &ncy> the moil important 

♦ The patriotic donation. 

c\?ent&> 



pfei^ >^^9)ttl^Wi<«w faiflueiiiid; aodxve! 

But leetis rotum* ta ]\$adame firujatti 
w6o%tftiB at hGf bi»B&izisEtd^\kntm^ 
of afcildne (^ ^ BaA]ie,fH>lillisd^.^^ 
the middfe ^ the imdiAkm, lakrle^yim 
writtfm in dijamonds-i 4boTe wasimairke^ 
in-didfflonds, die plaqet dutihonoQii tH^; 

rti^ofij of tfee^fe2|)efhe appeared tbatme^^ 
moiiible' night. The mcd^SiiM was ib 
in a br^inch of |aurd> coiiipoitd.af.em6f 
rnlds^ and tied at theiop widi the ofttional 
tx^ckade, formed of brilliant (bones df the 
tfaic^ ftaiCiooa} cofcors. 

Our coiiTer£aion on die iiib}e(% of ibe 
Baftille>led Madatne Bnalartto relate aa 
adion o(M€fn£ de Qhartre^ whick m^ 
&£ls the higheft hooour on his humanity* 
Beii^ in NomMtn^> he vifited Mont St, 

Michel, 



J 



WBcHel, a fortreffs binlt on !a rock vfftikh 
ftands k league and z half from tftc boaft 
ofNoWfiaridy; ¥he;tidfe cov'crt iHis'ijikce 
vkidc trcry't^cntY'&uT hows; but vrkta 
it is low-water, a perlbn can pafi over on 
fcoti* Mont St. Mfchel was originally a 
diurch, founded by a good biihop in the 
fcventh century, in honour of St; Miehel, 
who, it fecms, appeau^d to him in avifion 
on this fpot. Richard, the ftrft Duke of 
Normandy of that name, afterwards' con- 
felted die church into an abbey, aid this 
abbey gave rife to the militaiy order d^§ 
Chevaliers de St. Michel,' inftituted by 
Louis die Eleventh. After having feen the 
precious relics of the abbey, the fquare 
buckler, -and ' Ae jfhort iWord found ift 
Ireland near the body of die well-kiibWh 
dragon, wh<^ deftnSiStiori is attributed to 
die prowefs of St. Michel, Monf.. de Char- 
tres was condufted>. through many laby- 
rinths, to the fiibterraneous parts of the 
edifices where he was ihewn a wobdch 

cage^. 
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jC^,^ iwliich .w^ ma4e by order of Lotiis 
^lf F9^tepf^c^li.:for (hf |)umihpQfnt of, an 
i^prc«;^te..,Y?ii, wi¥> j>^ d^c4 to .?idi- 
cuk l^is conqjuefts in Holland, no fooner 
gained than loft. Monf. de , Chartres be- 
held wth horror thi* 'inftrument of ty- 
ranrjy>.J.n which prifoners were,»ftUl frc- 
cjpujjn^y co^ifincd.^ and, exprcfling in. very 
ftroi^g terms his indignation, he was tolcj^ 
thc^t, a$ a prince of the blood, he had 
a. right, if he thought proper, to ordpr 
the cage to be deftroycd. Scarcely were 
tjiwe words jpro!aoun<;cd, when the.youflg 
Prince feized a hatchet, gave the firffc 
ftroke hmifelf to this execrable machine, 
waited to fee it levelled with the groxmd, 
and thus may claim the glory of having, 
even before the demolition of the Baftille^ 
begun the French rcvohirion. 

We found at St. Leu a young Englifli 
lady, who is the companion of the Prin^ 
cefs, and whofe appearance is calculated 
to give the moft. favourable idea of Eng^ 

lilh 
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lifti beauty, I never faw more regular 
features, or an exprcflion of countenance 
more lovely: and Madame Erylart, by 
whom ihe has been educated^ .afiured me 
that "the mind keeps the promife we, 
h^ &om the &ee.'' This foung lad^ ' 
feems toi . ' • •• -^ . i:'r 

" Caft a fond look,whe.r€ EngJi^aA's gloxiwltiotU 
« And bida her bofom fympathife with xninc.'* 

. ' ' : ..... i; • 
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X Have' \mtn ^ the National Afibail%^ 
where, at a time when the deputies fipDat^ 
the provincea eiigrofifed every ticket of 
admifiibri, thy fitter and I were admitted 
mthout tickets, by the gentlcnnan wha 
hiA the conomand of the gx3atd> and placed. 
in the beft feais, befixre he iuffered die 
dMts to be opecBEd tP other peopk. We. 
had no perfimal acqn^ntance with thisr 
gendeman, or any claim to his politeneis^ 
except that of bc;ing foreigners and wou 
men;, but thcfe are, o£ all claims, the* 
iiioft pQwcrftil to Frenchmen. 
. My lifter obferved to me, that our.feats^. 
wfakh were immediately oppafitethe tri-- 
bune from which the members fpeak, re- 
minded her of our ftriiggles to attain the 
fame fituation in Weftminfter Hall. I. 

believe. 
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believe, however, faid I, that if the f^\y\(^ 
of 'Mr. F6x*s eloquence ftiQul^:.lwd: a 
Frehch woman ^ to , prefect herfelf aj;- thp 
door' bt Weftminftcr Hall without a tix?- 
ket, Ihe naight ftand there as long as Mr^ 
Haftings's trial has lafted, without beijog 
permitted to pals the l?arxier. , i. 

The h^U of the National Aflenabiy-. is- 
long and narrow^ at each end there h^ 
gallery, where the common peojde «ai3e 
admitted by applying very early in the 
morning for numbers, which are di&s^ 
buted at die door^ and .the pef<iD|pq ; 
who ifirft apply fecurc the firft numbers. 
The feats being alfo nurnbcred, all con-r. 
fufion and diforder are prevented* The^ 
galleries, at the fide of the ha4 we.fft,':. 
vided into boxes; which are caUscl Cli^r 
buncs. They belong to the principal 
members of the National Affenibly, and 
to thefe places company are admitted 
with tickets. Rows of feats are jdaced 
round the hall, raifed one above another* 

where 
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^heiie the. members of the Affembljr^are 
feated i arid itti'mecfiately oppofite Ae cl>3Jrr 
cf^\licf flriifiaent,*' in the narroiy^part of. 
theliail,' is the tribune which the mem- 
bers afcend when they are going to ipeak^ 
One capital fubjeft of debate in .this Af- 
fembly is, who fliall ^^eak firft; for all 
fdenltfiore inclined to talk than toliften; 
artd fonhetimes the prefident in vain rings 
a-fccU, pr with the vehemence of French 
aflion ftretches out his arms, and endea- . 
vofe tor impofe (ilencej: while, the fix 
ll Hlf S ir^ peribns who are appointed to 
kcfj^r orclef, make 'the attempt with as 
litdc fudcefs as the prefident himfclf. But 
of'hciw little confequence is this impe* 
twofiiyni debate, if the decrees .which arc 
pajfii aPe wife and beneficial, and the new 
coMStution arifes, like the beauty and 
orcier of nature, from the confufion of 

r 

mirigifed ekments ! I was highly gratified 
by^bt^iAg feveralof the members ^ak« 
Th^ii^ mariner of fpeaking in the National 

Aflembly 
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Aflenoblyis rcmatkaldy flowaodidMBnfi:, 

foilify ef {frenchmen. ■ * . • 

And this, repeated I widi exukaMit to 
royfelff . this is the National AAmbty of 
France ! Thofe men now before my ejrcs 
t&re the men who engrofe the atfiemioh, the 
aftonKKmeiit of Europe^ for the ifim^of 
whofe decrees fiirrounding natiohs wait in 
ixx^pcnce^ and whofe fame has already ex- 
tended .through every civilized re^oo: of 
,tbs g^be; the foen whofe* xnag^nkMty 
invdled them with power to- doftniy "Ae 
old conilitutioi^ and whofe> wiidonSt is 
erefting'the new, on a principle of perfec- 
tion which has hitherto iicen thought dii- 
mcrical, and has oniy fcrved to adorn the 
p4g|e c^ the philofofrficr j but which tiiey 
believe may be reduced to pcaftice, and 
"have therefore the courage" to attempt. 
My mindy with.a ficnfaticnxifdevated plea- 
fur^, p^ing thrwagh. the interval jof ages, 
trmcip^Ced thi^ inorea&ig xeujwn of idheie 

Ic^iflators, 
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lBgiftati(ws,-^and /flic /period whefl,'iati^he 
iliatadBi^Gf'BtiropcifaiteWfc^ the ftberal 
fyfteni >9vhich France- has adopts, Ae 
-gutbraV polity of the prdent timcsJ (hall 
gi*e jAndt to die reign of rcafon, virtwc, 
and fcieftce. 

'» jThc^moft t3eldbfraced chamftfcrs ift tSic 
.KdTiomd AflfennWy were; pointed out to 
xjsw 'Monfieur Barnave de Dauphinc, 
who b only fix and twenty years of age, 
andim jroungeft member of the Aflfem- 
-Wyj.i5»cft€craed:ks firft orator/and is die 
f teadci*:af rfie democratic party, I believe 
Monf. Bamave does not owe all his re- 
putation to his talents, however diftin- 
.gyiihed:his virtues dfo claim a confider*- 
,)E|biQ' Ihare of that applaufe which he re- 
ci^yte- from his country. He has fhewn 
Irimfelf as ftedfaft in principle, as he is 
eloquent in debate. With firm undcvi- 
aling integrity be has defended the catife 
of fibe! . pcopie. ' Every m^ion' he has 
made in the Affetnbly has paffcd into a. 

law. 
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law, becaufe ks beneficial tendency has 
been always evident^ and it was he who 
effc&cd thstt memorable decree which 
deprived the King of the power of mak- 
ing war, without the confent of the na- 
tion. Monf. Barnave is adored by the 
people 5' who have two or threte times ta- 
ken the horfes from his carriage, and 
drawn him in triumph along the ftreets 
of Paris. 

We alfo faw Monf. Mirabeau I'aine, 
whofe genius is of the firft clafs, but who 
poileffes a very fmall fhare of popularity. 
1 am, however, one of his partizans, 
though not merely from that enthufiafm 
which always comes acrofs my heart in 
favour of great intcUeftual abilities. Monf, 
Mirabeau has another very powerful claim 
on my partiality: he is the profefled friend 
(and I muft andfwill love him for being 
fo) of the African race. He has pro- 
pofcd the abolition of the flave trade to 

• the 



the National Affetvbiy, and, though the 
Aflcmbly hare ddaycd the confideration 
of this fuigea, on account. of thde deK- 
beratJ<Mis which immediately affeft the 
country, yet, perhaps, if our fenators con- 
tinue to doze over this afliir as they have 
hitherto done, the French will have the 
glory of fetting us an example, which it 
will then be. our humble employment to 
follow. But I truft the period wfll never 
come, when England will fobmit to be 
taught by anodier nation die lefTon of hu- 
manity. I truft an Englilh Houfe of 
Commons wUl never perfift in thinking; 
that what is morally wrong, can be polt- 
tically right} diat die virtue and die jyof- 
perity of a people are diings at variance 
with each odier j and diat a country which 
abounds with fo many fources of wealth, 
cannot afford to clofe one polluted chan- 
nel, which is ftained widithe- blood of 
our fellow-creatures." 

But it is a fort of treafon to the honour, 
D die 



the ipirit, the gcnerofitjr of Englifhmen^ 
to fuppofe they will perfevere in fuch 
conduft. Admitting, however, a fuppo* 
fition whicMit is piinfiil tt> ndakei. admit- 
ting that they fhould abide by this fyftena 
of ihh^littihity, they will, only retard, fcllJC^ 
wib not findly preTCntthn.abfidkiggtifiCi .^ 
(Ix^tfl ;-The Afiic^te lto«[e.hot |fWh?f9/^ 
lodg* tc> HaSsti nor their opfMreflbra.tQ^^ 
triiomph; Enropefeems ha&ning tOwArAl - « 
a. period too en]is^encd;for the pespet^^ , 
tioilsiofiudiinMdQb Th^^mi^:)} 

of-igftO«l|i<te atad inror arc; jreHilsg.'ifaiJbrxf 
away^ and the benign beams dfpbUpi^rj 
phy arc fpreading their luftre- over the n»?t ^ 
tion$«~Buc whither have diefe chUdr^9;Qfi ^ 
captivity led me? I perceive I have: 
^nfi^ttd a great way from the Natidnal;^ 
Ajffttdbiy^ vrherq I was fo happity fcaied^. 
and of which I wiU tell you more in my, 
next letter. 
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JNHIE Abbe Matirf is ooe of tbe 1:1^ 
diitengiiitfhed^ members of the: Nditianai 
AB^IttMf. He potfefies i^ni&itng pxw^ ^ 
er^^ofiefequience; bat he has done his 
taktlts the iitjuftice ta make tbem fub* ^ 
fen^iem: to the narrow conlkienmons <^ 
feKliMemfii HadI .he dij^ld^ thdtiabjr • ^ 
li^^inndeifenc© of civil auid rdi|^S'JK-^r« 
bei«J\ii*&itfh he has emptoyed in ihe i^p-?'. 
vice of 'the exorbitant prctcnfiow of the' 
cli6i<6hi' he would: have deftrved th^ high- 
eft'''3^pplauie of his coutitry ; inftead of • 
wUcbj'he has called t(0 the aid of his ge- . 
nius^an auxiliary it oi^t to have fcomed ; 
that fubdety which tries ^ to- wake^ the- 
worfe appear the better reafon;",s^nd he 
is ftill more deteiled than admired* I am 
not furprized that a little mind is fome* 
. , D 2 times 
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times tempted by intereft to tread in a 
nM^ah ind- fordid patK ; but t own it' do^'^ 
altoniJh itie that -genius lean be f^di^^^ 
fmM fhei'fai'i* field of 'hoHoUAbte^'fam^ 
into thofe ferpctttinc ways where *it t'^H* 
nictet with no oBjeSl worthy of its Ambi- 
tion.' ^ Something to6 mtjch of 'xhis.^ 
You fliall he^i^'a rt^partct Bf ^the Ablie 
Maury, who, after Having ^macie a'Vi^i^ 
unpopular motion in the iAffenrtbly, w^^' 
infuhcd as he was going outi the people 
crying, as they iare too apt to dp; * *^ A li' 
lanterne." The Abbe, turning to' 'itf^ 
eroud, anfWered, with equal indigfiation 
and fpirit, f" Eh ! Meffieurs, fi j'etois a 
la lanterne, feriez vous plus eclair6s ?"^ 
The Abbe Maury, before the revoliitiohJ 
was in poffeffion of eight hundred farms, 
and has loft fixty thoufand livres a yeaf' 
in confequence of that event. But enou^ 

• To the lantern. 

t If I were at the lantern, would you b^e laorp. 
enlightened ? 
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of Monf. 1' Abbe, whafc pi<9;ure I have 
jfrfi pujich^ed in a ihuff-b90f. Youco\M!li 
a^.fpring, open tfie.lidof theifnuff-box, 
and the Abbe jumps up, and occafions 
much furprize ajid merriment. Th^jok^, 
how^yer, is grown a. Uttk ftali^ in France : 
b^t . I (h^ll bring . the Abbe ,wi|th m^ to 
^.-l^and, where I flatter .oiyfclf tns fud4cii 
ajppearance will afford fome divcrfiop. . 
. , A Angular but very reipe^table figu;-€ 
i;^ jh^ ,NatioEial AflemWy is a Deputy 
j^pjn^ Brjtanj?;, , failed , Le. Pere Qcrajfd.; 
T^i^h, y^nerabje old majQ is. a peafant, and 
his appearance reminds one of thofe times, 
when Generals were called from the 
plough to take the command of armies^ 
TTh^-^drcfs .of Le Pere Gerard is made of 
^^q^rft woollen cloth, which. is worn- by 
the peafants of Britany, and is of fucji 
ftrong texture that a coat often defcends 
fi'om one generation to another. This 
cloth is called Pinchinaj and the King;^.tp 
whom the old Breton has prefented feveral 
D 3 addrefles 
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.adcjreff^f from, the Affembly, calls him, 
. ,* en l^j^din^g^^ Jpq Pere PincTiina- When 
,1 fyffhiipfiy he hqdon this everlaftVig coat, 
and wore worfted ftockings gartered 
above the knees. But, what pieafed nie 
mdft in his appearance, were the long 
whitp hairs which hung down his Shoul- 
ders i an ornament for which you know I 
have a particular prediledion. 

The refpeftable Pere Gerard boafts 
that he is defcended from a race of 
<Jeputies, his great grandfather having 
been chofen as a deputy to the States- 
General in 1 6 14, the laft time they were 
held, before that memorable period when 
they effefted the revolution. 

At the time when the ladies fct the ex- 
ample of the patriotic donation, by offering 
their jewels, and the members of the Na- 
tional Aflcmbly, in a moment of enthu- 
fiafm, took the filver buckles out of their 

* In pleafantry. Father Pinchina. 

Ihoes^ 
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flioes, and laid them on the Prefident's 
tpjb|e, the jPere Gerard' rofe, arid faid; tiiat 
/lie' had ,no fuch offering^ "ta'^iVe; his 
buckles being rriade of brals, but that^is 
don patriotique fliould be that of render- 
ing his fervices to his country unpaid. 
The old man was heard by the Aflembly 
_ with the applaufe he merited'; and ^the 
people, on the day of the Federatibn, 
carried him from the Champ de Mars 
to his own houfe in triumph on their 
fhoulders. 

Meflieurs Charles atid Ale'xander La- 

meth, two brothers, and Monf. Rabeau 

de St. Eftienne, are among the firft jpa- 

triots of the National Aflembly, and have 

a very high reputation for talents/- The 

/I'rjpnch, who love what ^they call an 

^ equivoque, tell you, que Monf. I^aB/eau 

vaut deux de Mi Rabeau. • 

The meetings of the Aflembly, thdugh 

flill tumultuous, arc much lefs fo than 

they were at their commencement* A 

D 4 gentle- 
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gcmlcman; who was' prefent when the 
motioti wtts i^ack 'hr abolifhing monsifl^ 
rka, t«ld fti^y that theirrnnds of the'tai^rtt^ 
bers W*rtQi '©n ' thiit occafion, infiamed t6 
ftich a » heights that it appeared to him 
very probable> -that the debate would end 
id a maffacri?. ' He mentioned a ^irc%rmi 
ftance Veiy *ehafa'<fteFiftic of Fr^ndh Viva- 
city. One oftbe naembers was expreffing 
Wnnfelf in^hefe words, «* What is a Monk? 
A nian who has renounced his hthttj his 
mother^ -every w,-evay -affeifek>h that- k 
deariri nahirel ^rid for whom ?''-^before 
the' ipeake^ ^could finifh -his fentence, a 
member from the other end of the hall 
feized die moment while -the orator was 
drawing his breath, and called out * " Pour 
une puiflance ctrangere," to the great 
horror du cote noir, for fo the clergy are 
called. 
The Democrates place themfdves on 

• For a foreign power. 

one 



fre<|«^nji3r'torcqcpRefs .tMr- app^aufc by 
clapping their hand? wirfi gftat ri^lencQi 
An? QkJjMa^echal ofi France rofe> thkc di^y 
Ir3i|Fas .^.thC:Aflfembly,'when theyw^^yq 
debating 0^: the miiitjary...penfioos, aQ4 
d^bred, dxat in rcconopenfe for iHq^ 
feivices which he had rendered hi$ 
CQUntrjr, he defired honours and not pay, 
Th^ A0embly clapped lunni^ and the g^J^ 
l^ies joihed in this mark of approbation*. 
A young Frenchman, who fat next.mej 
whiipered to me, * " Monf. trouvc ap- 
paj:amment que Targent rincommode/' : 
- Thie n^enfibens of the National Allenii^ 
yy-are p3.id three crowns a day for thei^ 
s^t(^i)dance s while in England a. (^andir 
date for a feat in parliament often fpeiids 

': ) ^^,\:..r - , . '.:.^ 1 .:i'J 

* I fuppofe that gentleman finds money trouble- 
fome. •'-•:. T ^ 

D 5 many 
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piany thoufand pqunds, ^nd^ with magni- 
ficent, generofitjr^niiakcs a wlwle c;aunty 
di;iink for a week> merely: to enjoy, the 
privilege of ferving his country without 

pay- . 

J Th^qualification requifite fpr a mem- 
ber of the National Aflcipbly, is that of 
pofle^iDg; fu^c^ei^t property in land or 
l^pufes to pay taxes to the amount of a 
marc d'argent, which is the value of four 
louis. Every hundred of the citizens, wha 
pay taxes to ;gove^nment of three days 
labour, or thi:ce livres> have a right . to 
Yote&r 4n e^e^pr; whpfe qualification is 
that , of payir^g. taxes to the amount of ten 
livrqs^ or .ten»^ays .labour. The ekftors 
ofoiie department meet, together in one 
9Sbcq\^y^ and chufe .from among their 
owia^jhK)dy tl^eperfons who arc to dirc<3: 
the ajdmui^tftrattoa of that department.. 
Thof^ ele6tors will alfo chufe in tjie fame 
IPfiau^qi^ tlv: {deputies icnt, by that depart- 
^jgipit to ,0ip National . AflemWy* TW^ 

wiU 
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wBl therefore be 6nly orie intermediate 
dt^ee between the loweft order 6f ai?fcive 
tkittns, and the m^nnbers of the Na- 
tional ABctnbly. 

1 was interrupted by a vifitcfr, who re- 
lated a little incident, which has interefte^ 
tM'k much, that I can write of nothing 
felfe at pr^fent, and you ihall tlterfefor^ 
haVe it wami from my heart. While the 
National Affembly were deliberating xipoh 
the divifion of property among brothers, 
a young man of high birth and fortune, 
who is a member of the Aflcmbly, entered 
with precipitation, and, mounting the tri- 
bune, with great emotion informed the 
Affembly, that he had juft received ac- 
counts that his father was dying; that he 
himfelf was his eldeft fon, and had come 
to conjure the Affembly to pais, without 
delay, that equitable decree, giving die 
younger fons an equal iharc of fortune 
with the eldeft, in order, he faid, that his 
father might have the fadsfaftion, before 
D & he 
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he breathed his laft, of knowing that aU 
his children were fecurc of a provifion. 
If you are not affefted by this circum- 
ftance, you have fead it with v^ry differ- 
ent feelingt from thofe with which I have 
wr^n it : but i^ on the contrary^ yoii 
haye fallen wJovewith this young FreiKh- 
maib do i^ot im^igjne yourpaflion is fui* 
gular, for J am viole?it Jy in lore wiUihin^. 
myfdf. 
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- I OU have not heard, perha^Sj^^tfibc 
on the day of the Federation at Paris/ the-''* 
natiohal path was taken throughout tfee^- 
whole kingdc$in> at the h6ur of tWiihre. '\ 

A great number of farmers and peav ' 
fants walked in the proceffion at Rouen, 
bearing in their hands the inllruments of 
their hufbandry, decorated with national 
ribbons. The national guard cut down 
branches from the trees, and ftuck then^ 
in their hats j and a French gendeman of 
my acquaintance, who underftands Eng- 
lifh, and reads Shakefpeare, told me, that 
it feemed like Birnham Wood coming to 
Duniinane. 

The leaders of the French revolution, 
are men well acquainted with die human 
heart, . They have not trufted merely to 

the 



62 LETTERS' 

the force of reafon, but have ftudted to 
intereft in their caufe the moft^ povtrfSl 
paflions of hiimari nature,* by the ^ap- 
pointment of folennnitics perfeftly calctr- 
lated to awaken that general fympathy 
which is caught fronn heart to heart wiA 
irrefiftible energy, fills every eye iwA 
meat's, and throbs ih every bofonn. •'^'' 

I have heard of a proceffion, which 
tock place not long ago in one of the 
diftrt6ks of Paris, in which five hirndi*ed 
yoiing ladies walked drefled in white, ^M 
dtti^stttd with cockades of the haticatt! 
rJbbon, leading by filken cords a number 
ofprifoners newly reteafed from captivitjl'; 
and who, widi their faces coiv<;red by long 
flowing veils, were condufted to a church, 
iv'here they returned thanks for their dcH-i 
viraufce. 

Thus have the leaders of the revolution 
engaged beauty as one of their auxiliaries, 
jtifUy c^Aduding, that, to the gallantry and 
li^feilky of Frenchmen, no argument 

would 
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would be found more eificapious thajoi tjh^t 
of a pretty face, ,. ,. 

I have juft read a privafis letter (rpma 
little town about two leagues fron^ Montr 
auban, called Negrc-Pcliflie, wh^re the 
inhabitants, on the day of the Federation, 
dii^layed a liberality of feAtimeiit, whicti 
refledbs honour, not only oa theiT>felv€% 
but on the age in which we liye. ; The 
national guard of this little town an4 iff 
environs, were aflcmWed to take thCiOa-f 
tiqnal oath, Half of the inhabitants ib^ 
iog Proteftams, aod the otherhalC^^a^JHiT 
lics^ the Cure and due Piotei);am Minil^r 
aicended together, one altar, which. i^ad 
been eredted by the citi2en8> and admi-* 
niftjcred the oath to their refp^.6):iv^ pa? 
rifhioners at ^ fame mpni^nt, ^((er 
which. Catholics and Proteilants jqm^ 
in finging Tc Deum. 

Surely religious worlhip was ne5rerp€;rT 
fiiraied more truly in the fpiritof theiQir: 
viae author ..pf CJiJqi|ti8»iqr, whofif g5ca« 

precept 
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precept i^ .^hat. of imiv^rftl Jov© ! Swttly 
the iopejtfe <?)[ pra^fe iwaii .neve.Jr ©iQi^ilikely • 
to ^faen^ |oiJj^av^,^*J^Wi yhw/rit© Cam 
tholics awfi, Pro^eftants of ^egfjerPeJiilfliei 
ofierc4 it. together! . , • ; . .....>.;n- 

Jhis amiable co«imu»ityy whi^n timmi 
devotiops-were iwUhe^j wfl^kjedj ift fWQr; 
cqffion to a. fpot:.whfre^,ftri9^>lrarK5>h«4> 
been prepared i wdy it»bei^ wnfi^Sffd. 
as a mark of honour to light th^-ftfiCr 
works^ the office was referyed fqr.Mottf.. 
l^>Ci|je> who, howeyerj infifted of^ tfe^i, 
p^rticipatioo of Uie.ProDeftant Miniftcir iq^. 
this diftindions upon which the Mjnifter; 
received a wax taper from the Cure, and, 
with hiqpi led the proceflion. . The fire- 
works reprefented two trees. One, twift- 
cd and diftorted, was emblematical of 
ariftocracy, and was foon entirely con- 
fumed i when a tall ftxaight plant, figura- 
tive of patriotifm, appeared to rife from 
the afhes of the former, and continued to 
burn with undinainilhed fplendour. 

When 
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"Wten D«^ look back on the ignorance, 
thi^^iipefftkterf,- th€ barbii^ous j>erfecu- 
tiotiS dfCkitHk rimfe, W It Itbc fomething 
toJfc«e'khank<al for, that we txift at this 
enlightened period, when fuch evils arc no 
more; when particofcir tenets of reli- 
p0\m bfefef^^re no longer = impxitcd as 
ciiltAcii' whcftiche>hunrjaii niind has midg 
afc'ttMiny inap^rtaritdifcdveries in rncAaWif 
as ih fciehcej andRbierality of fentiment i^ 
ciiWvated wirii as wudi fuccefe as ixrrs 
ai«^ karfting 5' when, in ftiofC, (ahd j^«« 
^J^ fitit om^^df Aofe'whd will f^»^^4h8t» 
I ' ^ ridt all th^' white a^ good- ^EnSgliih- ^ 
wcHiian) when- one can witnefs ai^ event 
fo ibblime as the French revolution ? 
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YeSTERI>AY I received your let- 
ter, in. which you acicufe tad of defcrib- 
ingvkh too.tflycb qnthufi4fni the public 
rejoicings of France, and prophcfy that 
I (hall return to mj own country a fierce 
republican. In anfwer to thefe accu(a- 
dons, I (hall only obferve, that it is Tcry 
difficulty with comfnon fenrihility, tQ^y9id 
f^mpathizing in general happinefs* My 
love of the French revolutiori, is the na- 
tural re&lt of this fympatby, and there- 
fore my political creed is entirely an af- 
fair of the heart ; for I have not been Co 
abfurd as to confuk my head upon mat- 
ters of which it is fo incapable of judging. 
If I were at Rome, you would not be fur- 
prized to hear that I had vifited, with die 
warmeft reverenccj every Ipot where any 

relics 
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relics of her ancient grandeur could be 
traced; that I had flown to the capitol, 
that I h^ kifled the earth on which the 
Roman (enate fatin council: Aiid can you 
then expe<5t me to have feen the Federa- 
tion at the Champ de Mars, and the Na- 
tional AflTembly of France^ with indiflfe- 
fenee ? Before you mSit that I OTigJtf .to 

' have done fo, point out to me, in the 
page of Roman hift6ry, a fpe6fcaclc more 
iokmn, more a&fting, than the Champ 
de Mars exhibite<)> or mor^ magnani^ 
mbusj more noble efS>its in the caufe^ 
lft>erty than have been ittadc by the Na- 
tional Aflembly. Whether the new form 

■ of government, eftabiifhing in France, be 
more or lefs perfect than our own, 

«* Who fhall decide, when do(Elor3 difagree, 

*' And foandefl cafuifts doubt, like you and me ?" 

I fency we had better leave the determi- 
nation of this queftion to pofterity. In 
the mean time, I wifli that fomeof our 

political 
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politic|il crities, would Ipeak with -fefe. 
contep:pt,^.than;ithej aj-e f^t-fip dg, ■•of 
the new .qonftitufiop. of .Jfjranc^ji.aadriiQ: 
longer repeat aftqr one anorhep the • trite 
remark^ that the French hav^ gone :too 
far, becaufe rfiey h^^ve gone farther than 
ourfelves; as if it were not foflibjipi tbtgt 
that degre.e of influence which i$ per-feftly 
fafe in the hand of the executive p^t 6f 
our government, might be dangerous^ at 
this crifis, to the liberty of France.^ But 
be this as y; may, it ap|>ears evident dwfe^ 
the temple of JFreedpmi which th^ey ftf^- 
crefting, even if imperfcft in fome of its 
proportions, muft be preferable to die 
old gloomy Gothic fabric which diey have- 
laid i^n ruins. And therefore, when J h^ftv^: 
my good countrymen, who ^uard . their>. 
own rights with fuch uxu*emitdng vigi-.. 
lance, and who would rather part with . 
life than liberty, fpeak with contempt of> 
the French for having imbibed the n^ble 
leflbn which England has taught, I cannot 

but 
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but fulpetSl thatfomc mean jealoufy lurks 
bfcrieath the' uhgenei-ods'' ceriiufe, 1 can- 
liot but folj>ta,''tfia^,'^4fhiie''ihe'fair knd 
htihimBhh^ traders 6F - 'biir ' ' ebfnhiercial 
cdtiirltry aft with the moft liberal'fpirlt in 
tbeir ordinary dealings with othe!rnations, 
they-wifhtonftike a monopbly of liberty, 
attdi^are- ingry that France fhould'ckim 
a'fh^tt'of that jpifcions property V by 
i;^hieh| however, fhe may fiirelybe'cri- 
rkhed, without our being imp'overifhed. 
Th<^ French, oti the corttrafjr, feem to^ 
hiV0 imbibed, with, the principles of li- 
b^tty, theflrbr^eft fcntinicnts df refpedl' 
and friendfliip towards that people, whom 
they gratefully acknowledge to have been 
their mafters in this fcience. They are, 
t<i''u!fe their owh phrafe, * ^' devenus fous 
das Anglois/* -and fondly imagine that 
the applatife they have received from a 
fociety of philofophers in our country, is 
the gdneral voice of the nation. 

• Become madly fond of the Englifli, 
' "•' ^ 'Whether 
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Whdthcr the ficw cx>iiftitution becom- 
pdfiildof xitirabk jmtDemls er wtaJ\§^c 
to politicians to determii^i^,biut(it^^rtT 
quires no esctraordinmy fagacity to ptph 
nounce, that the French will henceforth 
be free. The love of liberty h^ per- 
vaded all ranks of the people, who, if^ts 
bleffings mx& t^e purchaied wi^ b^?<?(]>: 
will not (hrink from paying the price: 

<« While ev'n the peafant boafts his rights to Tcan/ 
<* And learns to venerate himfelf as man.** ^ 

The enthiifiaftic ^rit of liberty ,difpJfj[R 
itfel^ not merely on the days of foifiOM. 
ceremonies—- occupies not only every fe* 
rious deliberation— but is mingled with 
the gaiety of focial enjoyment. When 
they converfc, liberty is the theme of dif- 
courfej when they dance, the figure of 
the cotillon is adapted to a national 
tune J and when they fing, it. is but to 
repeat ft vow of fidelity to the fconftitju- 
tion> at which all who are prefect in- 
4 ftantly 
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fofkiidg die' milkaiy «ef cife, a&d'cacry- 
ing^lfcmitrs tmdt of paper of the na- 
iosii^cS&f^^ ^Ma£fe]».caps 

oft^iai^'fi^ eom^oCtaoft^ and ai:QnQi^ 
though hdt like Jdck liie^ Gknt-kalier> 
with, :fwQrd3 of fhajrpni^fi* 

Upon^ the -.whole, liberty appears in 
France adorned with the frefhnefs of 
Y(»il^i^^^^n>^l&y^ wii^ Jfie ardour i^ 
paffito. ih' England fhe is iccn.m her 
m^roh ftate, and^ lik€ other ladies* at that 
period, h beheld with fober veneration* 

'WitJi rcfpeft co myfelf, I muft ac* 
kn6^1*dgei that, in my admiration of the 
reroktitMi in France, I blend the feel- 
ings of private friendfliip with my fym- 
pafthy iri public blefflngs ; fince the old 
coriKtution is coilne6bcd in my mind with 
the irfiagei ' 6f a friend confined in . the . 

gloomy 
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gloomy recefifes of a dungeon^ and pining, 
in hopdcfs captivity ; whik» widi the new 
conftitution^ I unite the foechzi^ idea of 
his return to proi5>crity, honours, and 
happinefs. 

This perfon is Monf. du P >■ ■ , whofc 
lady I ann come to France to vifit. They 
are friends with whom I wept in the day 
of their adverfity, and with whom in 
their profperity I have haftencd to re- 
joice. Their hiftofy is moft afFefting ; 
and, when I leave the hurry of Paris, to 
accompany them to their Chateau in 
Normandy, I will make you acquainted 
with incidents as pathetic as romance it- 
felf can fumifh. Adieu ! 



LETTER 
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W E have been drivuig at a furious rate, 
for feveral days paft, through the city of 
Paris, which I think bears the lame re- 
femblance to London (if you will allow 
me the indulgence of a fimile) that the 
grand natural objedte in a rude and bar- 
ren country bear to the tame but regular 
beauties of a fccne rich with cultivation. 
The ftreets of Paris are narrow, dark, and 
dirty J but we are repaid for this by noble 
edifices, which powerfully intereft the at- 
tention. The ftreets of London are broad, 
airy, light, and elegant j but I need not 
tell you that they lead fcarcely to any 
edifices at which foreigners do not look 
with contenipt. London has, therefore, 
moft of the beautiful, and Paris of the 
fublime, according to Mr. Burke's defi- 
E nition 



74 LETTERS 

nition of thefe qualities j for I aflurc you 
a fenfatioh of terror is not wanting to the 
fublitnity' of' Paris, while the coachman 
diritti thrdtJgH theftrbets with 'the impe- 
tudfi^'of a ^Frenchman, and one expeds 
^dtoy ffiep Ac horfes take will be fetal to 
the fbot-paflcngcrs, who are heard ex- 
claiming, • « Que les rucsde Paris font 
arakotrates." By the way, ariftocracie^^ 
^exAi'ia nation J arc become cant terms, 
wMch, as Sterm faid of tant pis, and faHf 
wimx^ may now be coiifidered as two of 
riic gfttit hihges in French cdnvertitrbiK.' 
Bv^ty thihg tirefomc or unpfeafaiit,^ '^^Sl' 
tiiie Jtitftocracie V* and evety thittg charm- 
ing and agreeable is, ''a la? nation." 

I have feen all the fine buildings asT 
Pitets, ^d fency I Ihould have ^dnttmSf 
thfe' fejadedf the Ix)Uvrc, the beautiRit" 
nfew ehurch of St. Genevieve, and fome 
other edifices, even if I had not beeh 

.': * That the ftreecs of Paris are arifioefttes. 

toH 
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told prcvioufly., by a connoiflcur in Adfc 
matters, the precife. degree of «admiratk>n 
which it was. proper to beftow on every 
public building in Paris; but, having rc^ 
ceived fuph minute inftruftions on thk 
fubjed, I can form but an imperfcd na- 
tiorij of my piwn taftc for archit€(3:ure. 

At the requ^P: of Madame Brul^rt,- 
Monf. de Chartrek fcnt orders for our ad- 
miffion to the Palais Royal, which is not 
at prefcnt Ihewn to the .public* Of the 
CQ^e^^, ^ pi&ures I am incapable of 
(kyjog any things ^nd enough has been 
alf$:j^y f^d by thofe who underftand its 
merits. Fine painting gives me confi- 
d^-aWe pleafure, but has not the power 
of^f;4ling JEorth my fenfibility like fine 
poi^ioys. and, J am willing to. believe that 
the M^ I. love is the, moft: perfect of the 
two ', wd.that it wouki have been impof^ 
fiblefor the pencil of Raphael to convey 
all diiQfe ideas to the inind, and excite all 
E 2 thofe 
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thofe emotions in the heart, which arc 
awakened by the pen of Shakefpeare. 
. I confcfs, the only pifture in Paris which 
has coft me any tears, is that of La Val- 
liere, in the convent of the Carmelites. 
She is reprefented in the habit of ^ Car- 
melite ; all the former ornaments of her 
perfon lie fcattered at her feet j and her 
^ycs are caft up to Heaven with a look of 
the deepeft. ahguilh. While I gazed at 
her pifture, I lamented that fenfibility 
which led into the mod fatal errors a mind 
that feems to have been formed for virtue, 
and which, even in the bofbm of pleafure, 
bewailed its own weaknefs. How can 
pne forbear regretting, that the capri- 
cious inconftant monarch, to whom fhe 
^ve her heart, (hould have infpired a 
paflion of which he was fo unworthy j 
a paflion which appears to have been 
wholly unmixed with intereft, vanity, or 
Ambition ? And how can one avoid pity- 
ing 
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ing the defolate penitent, who> for fb many 

years, in the difmal gloom of a convent, 

deplored her errors, and felt at once the 

bitternefs of remorfe, and the agony of 

difappointed love ? while, probably, 

*' In every hymn (he feem'd his voice to hear, 
« And dropt with every bead, too foft a tear !" 

If the figure of this beautiful Carmel- 
ite had not come acrofs my imagination, 
I Ihould have told you fooner, that the 
Palais Royal is a fquare, of which the 
Due de Orleans's palace forms one fide. 
You walk under piazzas round this fquare, 
which is furrounded with coffee-houfes, 
and ihops difplaying a variety of ribbons, 
trinkets, and caricature prints, which are 
now as common at Paris as at London. 
The walks under the piazzas, are crouded 
with people : and in the upper part of the 
fquare, tents are placed, where coffee, le- 
monade, ices, &c. are fold. Nothing is 
. heard but the voice of mirth; nothing is 
fcen but' chearful faces j and I have no 
E 3 doubt 
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doubt that the Palais Royal is, upcrtr the 
wkplc,.one of the merricft fcenes. undeiu. 
thje ifun. indeed J wlmt is ijnoft iiriking 
to a ftrangcr at Paris, is that general ap-^ 
pcarancc of gaiety, which it is eafy to per- 
ceive is pot aflumed for the moment, but 
IS the habit of the mind^ and which iSj^ 
therefore, fo exhilarating to a Ipeftator of 
any benevolence. It is this which ffv^^ 
fuch a charm to every public place and 
walk In Paris. Kenfington Gardens can 
boaft as fine verdure, as majeftic trces^ 
as noble walks, and perhaps more beau« 
tiful women than the gardens of .the 
I'uiUeries ; but we fhaU look in vain for 
that fprightly animation, that cve/laftina 
chearfulnefs, which render the Tuilkrie*. 
lb enchanting. ^ -. . 

Wc have juft returned from the Ho- 
pital des Invalides, a noble building, a- 
dorned with fine paintings which record 
tiie^ hiftory, of fomc celebrated faints^, 
whpfc. e;{pIoits were recounted with inr 

credible 
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credible rapidity by the man v/fio con- 
4ufted us through the chapels, ancj whq 
icemed to think that nothing qould be 
inore abfurd than our curipfity, after 
having heard thefe ftories from his Hps; 
to obferve how they were toH by the 
painters. 

As we parted through the church, we 
raw Several old foldiers knecHng at tlie 
tonfeHionals, with that folcmn devotion 
which feemed undifturbed by our' ihtru- 
fion, arid fixed upoa *^ the things that are 
above." 

A few days before the taking of the 
Baftille, a croud of the Parifians aflbm- 
bled at the Hopital dcs Invalides^ and 
demahded arms of the old foldiers j who 
anfwered, that they were the' friends of 
thfcir fellow citiaens, but durft not deliver 
u^ then* arms without the appearance of 
i^cohteft; and therefore defired that the 
pebpie would aflemble before the gates 
iri' greater numbers* the next day, wfre'h];^ 
> ' E 4 after 
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after firing a little, ponder upon them, 
they, would thKow down thdr arms. The 
people accofdin^y returned the following 
day i aad the invalids^ after a ialnt fliew of 
refiftance, threw down their arms, which 
the citizens took up, enibraced the old 
men, and then departed. 

We . flopped yefterday at La Maiibn 
de Viile, and went into a large apartment 
where the mayor and corporation affem- 
ble. The walls are hung round with pic- 
tures of Kings and Dukes, which I looked 
at with much lefs relpedt than at the chair 
on which Monf. BaiUy fits. If his pidture 
ihould ever be placed in this apartment, 
I fancy that, in the eftimation of pofterity, 
it will obtain precedency over all the 
Princes in the coUeftion. 

As we came out of La Maifon de 

Ville, we were fhewn, immediately op- 

pofite, the far-famed * lanteme, at which, 

for WEUt of a gallows, the firft victims 

• The lamp-ifon. 

of 
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€f popular fury were fitcrificed. I owa 
that the fight of La Liantemc chllkd tfcc 
blood within my veins. At that? fti6Jti«ttti 
for the firft time/ 1 lanc»^fed tbe^ r«wlti+ 
rioHf arid, forgetting thc'impfudchce, or 
the guilt, of thofe urrfortunate men, cbuld 
only refleft with horror on the dt^eadfol 
expiation they had made. I painted in 
my imagination the agonies of their fa- 
milies and friends, not could I for a con^ 
fiderablc time chafe thefe gloomy images 
from my thoughts.. 

It is for ever to be regretted, that fo 
dark a fhade of ferocious revenge was 
thrown acrofs the glories of the revolu- 
tion. But, alas ! where do the records of 
hiftory point out a revolution unftained 
^by fome aftions of barbarity ? Wheii do 
the paffions of human nature rife to' that 
pitch which produces great events, with- 
out wandering into fome irregularities ? 
If the French revolution fliould- coft no 
ferthcr bloodlhed, it muft be -^owfed, 
E J notwithf 
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notwithibnding a few fhockihg inftances 
of public vengeance^ that the libeny of 
twenty-four millions of people will have 
been purj:i&fed% a fair cheaper i^ee than 
could ever have been expefted from the 
former experience of the world. 



LETTER 
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W E are juft returned from Verfaillcs, 
where I could not help fancying I law, in 
the back ground of that magnificent 
abode of a dclpot, the gloomy dungeoaa 
of the Baitille, which ftiU haunt my ima- 
gination^ and prevented my being much 
dazzled by the fptendour of this fi^erb 
palace. 

We were fhewn the paflages through 
which the Queen efcaped from htr owa 
apartment to the King's, on the memora- 
ble night when the Poiffardes rifited Vcr- 
failles, and alfo the balcony at which Ihe 
ftood widi the Dauphin in her anris> 
when» after having remained a few hogr^ 
conceded in fome &cretrecei$ of the pa^ 
lace, it was thought proper to comply 
wisli the define of the craud> who- re- 
E 6 peatedly 
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peatedly demanded her prefence. I could 
not help moralizing a little, on bcfng told 
that the apartment to which this balcony 
belongs. Is the very room in which Louis 
the Fourteenth died ; litde fulpej5ling 
what a fcene would, in the courfe of a 
few years, be afted on thatfpot. 

All the bread which could be procured 
in the town of Verlailles, was diftributed 
among the Poijat^desy who, with favage 
ferocity, held up their morfels of bread 
on their bloody pikes, towards the^ijal- 
cony where the Queen ftood^ crying, iti 
a tone of defiance, * ^ Nous avon^'du 
paint'* 

During the whole of the journey from 
VerfaiHes to Paris, the Queen held the 
Dauphin in her arms, who had been prc- 
vioufly taught to put his infant hands to- 
gedier> and attempt to foften the enraged 
multitude by repeating, f " Grace pour 
maman!'* 

f Wc now hav« bread. f Spare, mama ! 

MonC 
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Monf. dc la Fayette prevenred the 
whole Gardes du Corps from being maf- 
facred at VerfaiUe$, by,q^%g tp the in- 
ccnfed people, * "Le Roi voys deman^e, 
grace .pour fes Gardies du Corps/' Tljc, 
voice of Monf. de U Fayette was lift wed 
to, and obeyed. The Gardes du Corps, 
were fpared j with whom, before t;I.i?y ^fet 
out for Parisj the people exchanged 
clojthes, .giving them alfo national cock- 
ades j and, as a farther proteftjon .frop\ 
danger, part of the croud mounted on 
the horfes of the Gardes du Corps, each 
man, taking an officer behind him. .Rcr 
fore the- King camfe out of La Maifoa 
du Ville> Monf. de la Fayette appeared^ 
and told the multitude, who had pi:cr 
fcryed an indignant filence the whole way 
fron^ Verfaillcs to Paris, that the King 
had expreffed fcntiipents of the ftrongeft 
affedion for his peopk, and had accepted 
the national cockade 3 and that he (Monf. 

f Theiangbega of yoa to fpaw hia body-guards. 
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dt la Fayette) hoped, when his Maje&y 
came out of ta' Mkifen du V^,^hey" 
vrtfM teftifjr theif^giatitude/ -In^few 
minutte At Kirig af^ared, atid was re- 
ceived with the Ibudeft acclaoiatfoiis. 

Wh^n the Queen was latdjT alked to 
give her depofltioii Oft the atoempt which, 
it is faid, was ma^ to aflTaflmate her, by 
th^ P^jffardes t^ Verfailles, Ihe anfwercd; 
with great prudence, ♦ ** Jai tout vu, 
t»ut entttndu, et tout oublie !*' 

.TJ«c Ring is now extremely: poj>nIar, 
zvA the- pt^opte (ing in the ftvttx^ to fixe 
oldftune irff « Vive Henriquatt-e t fidc/^ 
^ Vi« liouis feiae !*' 

The Queen is, I dm told, much altered 
lately in her appearance, but flie ift dill a' 
fme womstn. Madame is a beauti&l girl; 
aadidie Dauphin, who is about ievon years 
of age, is the idbl of the people. They 

• I faw every thing, heard every tUog, and have 
forgot cytery thing. 

t Long live Henry the Fourth. Long live Lewi* 
tbeiSa^^th. 

expcft 
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cxpc<5b that he will be educated in the 
prioaip^fr c^the n^w c^^nftHwcion, ood will 
b^taijlghc to confider hamfdf Icjls a IciBg 
thain a citizen. He appears tx> be^a fwe^ 
engaging child^ and I have juft heard one 
oC-his fayiogs repeated* He has a col<^ 
}ef£ti<m of anknak^ which he feeds with 
his^own hand. A few day& ago^ an un** 
grateful Fabbtt> who was his iirft &voiv« 
rite, bit his finger when he was giving him 
food. The Prince, while finarting widh 
th^pain^ called omt to his * petit lajw, 
«< Tu eft Artftocrate.'* One of the at- 
tendants enquiitd, ** Eh! Monle^ntufji 
qu'eft-ce que c'eft qu'un Ariftocrafe/'- 
**jCe font ceu3t/' aniwered the Prince^ 
^ qti? ftmt dc la peine a Papa/' 

The King lately called the Queen, e» 
badinage, Madame Capet; to which ihe 

• Little rabbit. Thou art an Ariftocrate.— And 
pray, my Lord, what is an Aiiilocratc ?— Thofe 
who make jny papa uneafy. 

retorted 
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retorted very readily, by giving his Ma^ 
jefty the appellation of '* Monfieur Gj- 

When the French guards 1^ down 
their arms at Verfailles, their officers en- 
deavoured to pcrfiiade them to take them 
.up. An officer of my acquaintance told 
me, that he faid to his foldiers,- * " Mes 
enfans, vous allez done me quitter, vous 
dae m'aimez plus ?" ** Mon officier/' they 
anfwered, '* nous vous aimons tous, fi il 
s'agit d'aller contre nos ennemis, nous 
ibmmcs tous prets a vous fuivre, mais 
nous ne tircrons jamais contre nos com- 
patriotes/' Since that period, whenever 
any of the French guards appear, they 
are followed by the acclarnations of the 

. • My friends, you are goings then to forfake ttie ; 
i poffefs none of your aiFe£tion.-*^Capt&iii, . ,they 
anfwered, we. all love you ; waA$ if you will lead us 
againU our enemies, we are all ready to follow yovL t 

but we will never fire at our fellow citizens, 

t 

% people,, 
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people, and "* Vive les Gardes Fran- 
coifes!" refounds from every quarter. 

While we were fitting, after dinner, at 
the inn at Verfailles, the door was fud- 
denly opened, and a Francifcan friar en- 
tered the room. He had lb ftrong a re- 
femblance to^ Sterne's monk, that I am 
perfuaded he muft be a defcendant "of 
the fame family. • We could not, like 
Sterne, beftow immortality j but we gave 
fome alms: and the venerable old monk, 
after thanking us with afFefting fimplici- 
ty, added, fpreading out his hands with a 
flow and folemn movement, f^QlJC la 
paix foit avec vous," and then departed. 
I have been frequendy put in mind of 
Sterne fince my arrival in Frances and 
the firft poft-boy I faw in jack-boots, ap- 
peared to me a very claflical figure, by 
recalling the idea of La Flcur mounted 
on his bidet. 

♦ Long live the French guards. 
f Peace be with you. 

LETTER 
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W^E have been at all- the. Theatres> 
aod I am charmed with thrtomic aAosrs; 
The tragic perfcMTnersaSbrdediDC'much 
hfs pkafure. BcGxc we can adm&*e 
Madame Veftris^ the &dft tragic a&re& 
of Paris, we muft have loft the impref^ 
&M (a thbg im{)oflible) of Mrs* Sid-^ 
d6m*» performance; who^ inftead of 
*f tearkfg a paflkm to rags/' like Madame 
Veftf is^ only tear» the hearts of the audi- 
cace with fympathy. 

Moft of the pieces we have &en at the 
French theatres have been little come- 
dies relative, to the circumftances of ^ 
times, and, on that account^ preferred, in 
this moment of enthufiafm, to all the wit 
of Molierct Thcfe litde pieces might 
perhaps read coldly enopgh in youf ftudy, 

but 



but have a moft charming effeft with an 
accompanyment of applaufe fix)m fome 
hundreds of the national guards, the real 
aftors in the fcencs reppefchtecJ. Between 
the afts national fongs arc phyed, in 
which the ^?^le .audience join in chorus. 
There is, oncW, in particukr, which is- 
fb UDiv^cfal a faTouricC) that it is called 
'^ieiCarrillon Nationaf :" the buiidenof 
ifte fong is * ^ C'a ii^" It is fung not 
cijly at every theatre, and in every fbeet 
ofJjPiaris, but in every town and village 
c^Fmnee^ by man, woman, and child. 
'%C'^ ir4*' Is every where the figcial of 
jSfeiafure, the beloved found which ani- 
mates every bofom with delight, and of 
which evcfy ear is enamoured. And I 
have heard the moft ferious political' 
converfatbns end by a fportive aflbr- 
ance, ip allufion to this fong, que *^ C'a 
irar 
.• Glonxowicbe, the cdehrated player oii 

♦ It will go oih '^ 

Uie 
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the viojin, who, was. fa mudi tbe fafliion 
laft wiipiter,at L9n4^>n, ^I am t93d, ibme- 
times- amufed himfelf at Paris, l?y.get;ting 
up into one pf die trees ,of, the. Psilais. 
Royal, after it was dark, and calling forth 
tones from his violin, fit to " .take the 
prifon'd foul, and. lap it in. Eiyfiunau" tl? 
has frequently detuned fprae thouQuid* 
of people half the . night in the P^^ 
Royal, who, before they difcoyered the 
performer, ufed to call out in raptyre,. 
*^ Bravo, brayo i * c'efl: mieux qu? Gioi> 
nowiche." 

I am juft returned firom feeing .the 
Gobelin tapeftry, which appears the work 
of magic. It gave me pleaiure tQ fee 
two piftures of Henry the Fourth.. Jn 
one, he is placed at fupper with Ae ipil- 
ler's family; and, in the other, he is cm- 
bracing Sully, who is brought forward on 
a couch, after having been wounded ia 

• This is better than Giornowiche.. 

battle. 
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batde. Nothing has afForded me more 
ddight, fince I came to France, than the 
Koriotirs i^Wch ire paid to my favourite 
Hero, Htnry the Fourth, whom I prefer 
to dl the Alexanders and Frederics that 
ever crkifted. They may be terribly fub- 
iime, if yt)U will, and have great claims 
to my admiradon ; but as for my love, 
aH' that portion of it which I beftow on 
heroes, is already in Henry's poflefllon. 

liittle ftatues of Henry the Fourth and 
Sirlly are very common. Sully is repre- 
fented kneeling at the feet of this amiable 
Prince, who holds out his hand to him; 
and on the bafe of the ftatue, are written 
the words whidi Sully records in his Me- 
moirs : * ^ Mais levez vous, levez vous 
done. Sully, on croiroit que je vous par- 
dorme." 

While the ftatue of Henry the Fourth, 
on the Pbnt-Neuf, is illuminated and de- 

• But rife, pray rife. Sully j they will believe I 
am forgiving you. 

corated 



corated with hational ribbon, that 6f JLoui$ 
the Fbuitecrith, in the Place Viftoire, & 
ftfipped df its formei* oftentatious ohia- 
mentfi;^the hafi^nsi which were cepitfent- 
ed bnchained at his feet, having been re- 
moved fmce the revolution. The figure of 
Fame is, however, ftill left hovering be- 
hind the ftatue of the King, with a crown 
of laurel in her hand, which, it is gene- 
rally fuppofcd, Ihe is going to place upba 
his head. But I have heard of a French 
wit, who enquired whether it was really 
her intention to place the laurel on his 
Majefty's head, or whether flie had juft 
taken it off. 

In our ride this morning, we ftopped 
at the Place Royale, where I was diverted 
by reading, on the front of a litde ihop 
under the piazzas, thefe words : " Robe^ 
lin, * ecrivain. — Mctnoircs et lettres 
Sorites a jufte prki;, I la nation." I am 

* Writer. — * Memoirs and letters written at a 
moderate price» for the Nation. 

4 told. 
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told, ibi^t J^QnC R^'ojbclidd.^ in verf 'flou- 
rifliiijg. buftnefe ji and perhaps I might 
have badrrecojuric to iiio^ ibr afliOrancc in 
my corrclpondence with you^ if I did not 
leave. Paris to-morrow. You ihail hey 
from me from Rouei|. 
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" LETTER XIII. 

W E had amoft agreeable journey from 
Paris to Rouen, travelling a hundred miles 
along the borders of the Seine, through a 
beautiful country, richly wooded, and finely 
diverfified by hill and valley. We paffed 
feveral magnificent chateaus, and faw 
many a fpire belonging to Gothic edi- 
fices, which, it would feem, were built of 
fuch lafting materials, with the moral pur- 
pofe of leading the mind to refleft on the 
comparatively (hort duration of human 
life. Frequently an old venerable crofs, 
placed at the fide of the road by the piety 
of remote ages, and never paffed by Ro- 
man Catholics without fome mark of re- 
aped, throws a kind of religious fan&ity 
over the landfcape. 
We flopped to look at the immenfe 
: ' machine 



r'kOM TRAN C £• 97 

fnaichine which conveys water to Vcriailles 
and Marly. The water is raifed, by 
means of this m^hine, fixty feet» arid is 
carried die diftance of five hundred* I 
never heard a found which filled my mind 
with more horror dian die noifc occaiton- 
^d by die movements of this tremendous 
fxiachinej while, at the fame time, the 
vaft chafms, where the water foams with 
angry violence, make the brain giddy, 
and I was glad to leave diefe images of 
teirron 

Part of our journey was performed by 
moon-light, which flept moil fwectly upon 
the bank, and fpread over the landfcape 
thofe foftenal graces which I will not at- 
tempt to defcribe, left my pen fhould 
ilray into rhyme. 

We pafled the chateau of Rofni, a 
noble domain given to Sully by Henry 
the Fowth; a teftimony of that friend-. 
1h^ wfiich rtfitAs equal honour on the 
'Kif%*and Ae-Minifter. 

F About 
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About tliree Ic^es frbm Rouen* ftands 
l^ cpRvenf^' ojt which Abelard was for ibme 
.^ time^hpluTC^ It is lliB' lifihaHitfca^by 
. a, ifew monks, and is called Le Coil^nt 
• ^e d^ux Anians. ' Had it feeeh the itic^Aa- 
; ftery of the Paraclete, the refidencfc of 
[ Eloira, I ftiould have haftened to vid't l9ic 
'fpot,. ■ ., ^ 

** Where, o*cr the twHight groves ^d d'afky caVes, 
*' Long founding lihs,' and intermingfo^ grareH 
. ! «f jBl^fc Melancholy fitv and round her thjipW9 . 
^ *' A death-like filence* and a dread repofe ; 
*^Her gioomy prefefice faddtns all the icene^ ^• 
• Shades ^vfry flow'r* and 4ar)cenf ev/ry^gr^^ 
" Deepens the; mtirpur of the falling floodsj^ ^ 
*« And breathes a browner horror on the Wooife'.** 

If it were not very difficult to be an- 
gry with fuch a poet as Pope, particu- 
larly after having juft tranfcribed thefe €x- 
qiiifite lines, I fhould be fo when I recol- 
Jeft how clearly. Mr. Berington fh6W3, in 
his Hiftbry of Abelard and Eldiia, the 
cruej injuftice done by Pope to the fend- 
ments of Eloifa, who is too often made to 
Ipeak a very different language in tt^c 
i)ocm, from that of her genuine letters. 

On 
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. , piji,ouirjway to Rouep we flcpt at Gai- 
}^y \ tpwp, abpvt five lea|jues cfiftant 

.ijt^erfy; Wonged to .the Archbilhop 'of 
Rpueni and„wbich i$ Jiow tiie property of 
the nafton. The rattle is a venerable 
|;othJp^ buildings with a fine orangery, and 
parks which extend feveral leagues. The 
Archbifhop, . who is the Cardinal de la 
Rochpfbiicauli^ brother tx). that diftin- 
guiflied patriot, formerly the Duke de la 
RqcJirfoMC^lt^ ias loft 4 v^ry confidc^a- 
bte reveaue fim:e the revolutioo^ He 
h^fi. an aitlmphfe train of fervanrs, wfioin 
it i> l^id he. difiniffed^ "E^^. ^^e dimi- 
nution of his income^ with all poflible 
gendencfs* giving.horfes to one, a carriage 
tc)^ another, and endeavouring to beftow 
on,*aili,fome little alleviation of the pain 
jhey fclj: at quitting So good a mafter. 
It, is impofllble . not to regret that the 
,jft{^r^,Qf the Cardinal de la Rochefou- 
iN nr ., , F..2 cault 
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cault is diminifhed, by whom it was only 
<mployed in 'difpenling happinefs. *♦ 

After Yjffitihg the caftle, l' returned 
fomewhat in mournful mood to th* 
inn, Where there was nothing calcula- 
ted to'^convey one chearful idea. The 
cieling of our apartment was crofled witlt 
old bare bearh^-'the tapeftry, with which 
the room was hung, difplayed, like the 
<drefs of Otway's old woman, ** variety 
of wretchednels ;" the canopied beds 
-were of coarfe dirty fluffy two piftures^ 
m ta^^dry gilt frames, caricatured the 
fweet countenances of the Dauphin and 
Madame ; and the floor was paved with 
brick. In fhort, one can fcarcely imagine 
a fcene more remote from England, in 
accommodation and comfort, than the 
country intis of iFrance : yet/ in this ha- 
bitation, ' where an Engliftiman would 
have been inclined to hang himfelfi was 
my reft difhirb'ed half the night by the 

jmerry 
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merry longs which were fung in an ad- 
joining apartnaent, as gloomy as my own. 
But thofe local circumftances, which affedt 
Englifh nerves, never difturb the peace 
of that happy people, by whom, whether 
engaged in taking the Baftille, or fitting 
mth their, friends after fupper,. * tciut fc 
fait en ch^ntant* 

• Every thmgiM done fuigipg, * 
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JKfP\UEN.,^' pnc. of. th# largeft arict 
moft iCQji^ercial towns of Fr^ce. /t'^ 
IS fitu^tcd on the bank? of the SeineVlijis'' 
a fine quay, and a lingular bridge, of 
barges placed clofe together^ with planks 
fix^.Aipon thenci; the bridge jifes;and 
fi^fes i^^tb.jlK tide, a,tvd opcm for ve|rek 

. The ftrcf ts of Rouen are fo narrow^ 
>dark, and frightful> tiiat, to, borrow aii ex- " 
pi;efljQn froniTMadarnc; S^vigne, * ^ elles^ 
abufent de ]ia pci;a>i/uon .qu'bnt les rues. 
Ffwscafesk .,d'epre iaides/* . Tho-e, ajc 
n^ny ^j:rs,of'3^ints to-be feen^lrom^ 
th^^ pgly ftrcets, placi^d in little .niehes^ 
in the watts. The Virgin Mary is feated 

* ^ They abaTe the permiifion the French ftreets 
have of being irgly.^' 
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in one of thefe niches^ with the infant in 
her arms ; and in the neighbourhood is 
Sl Anne, who has the credit, with many 
good cathofi«, of :having taxighi the Vir- 
gin to read. Every night the general' 
darknefs of the town is a little dilpeHed by ,. 
the lamDs which the people place in ^' 
mciifSj'^'^^pour eclaif^r le^Saintes:** '' ' ' 
/k'oueri is lurfounded by firie^'tiode-'' 
vairds, that form' very beantifol'? walks. " 
On the- top of the hill of S'* Catliaririci * 
wliii;^ overlooks the toWn; are thd Vif?ns ' 
of a iort called St. 'Michell, TrBnt'Wlii^f ^ 
Henry the Fourdi beficged Rouen: ' jf'^ 
love to be put ih mind of 'Henry 'the 
Fourth, and am therefore very well plealed; ' 
that whenever I go to walk, Idifi fix: my '* 
cyesori the' hill of S** CaAaVirf^. '■[ ' . ' ' ^''• 
r always feel a licde afliamed 'of ^rtiy" 
coijntiy, when I pafs the fpor where \he'- 

Maid of tDrleans was executed, ^^nd On ' 

'-'-' '' ^^ i^^yir^.r • ,' .^ ' r.- A. 

. ,. w> ,. !.;". 'To light the Samr=:/* 

F 4 '• '-' '' ^ which" 
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which. her ftatiic ftand^, a^ monument, of 
ourdi%face. . .^T^he aihes of her perfecu-^ 
tof> John Duke pf Bi^ford, repofe a^.jio 
great diftar\cc,, within a tomb of black 
iiiarblp^ in the cathedral^ which was built 
by the Englifli. One cannot feel, .inuch 
refped for the jwdgmeni: pf our s^c^ftqrs^ 
in chufing, of all places undef the fujn^fhe 
cathedral of Rouen for the tomb.of .i]^m 
whofe name is tranfmitted to ys.with|^the 
epithet of the gocd Duke of Bcjdforcl ; for 
you have fcarcely Jeft the cathedrfd, be- 
fore t^e ftatue of Jeane d'Arc (tares you 
in the face, and feems to call a. moft for- 
midable fhade over the good Duke*^ vir^ 
tues. ^ ^ 

. The cathedral is a very magnificent 
edifice, and the great bell is ten feet high, 
and weighs tliirty-fix thoufand pounds. 
But in France it is not what is antient, 
but what is modern^ that moft powerfiilly 
engages attention. Nothing in this fine 
.old cathedral interefted me fo much as 
§ * the- 
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the confecratcd baniwr, which, fince the 
Federation, has l?een placed over th^ al- 
'*V^]f, ahd on which'is infcnbed, "* Vivons 
''iiiirc^^bumourir r*^ 1 hopie eveiy'Frfenth- 
man, who enters the cathedral of Rouen^ 
while he reads- the infcripdon on dus con- 
secrated banner, repeats from the botton^ 
ofhistbul, f " Vivons libres 6u mourir !*' 
'"But die French willj Itruft, efcape the 
Rorrors of civil war, notwithftanding the 
gloomy forebodings of the enemies; of the 
hew" c6nftiturion. 
'^ ' 'A people juft delivered' from the yoke 
^^'^fdppfeflion, will furely have little incli* 
'riation to refume their fliacklesj to ra*. 
Build the dungeons they have fo lately dc-^ - 
moliihed; to clofe again thofe gloomy 
'^'tnonaftic gates which are now thrown 
. ^<ij3en.; to exchange their new courts of 
judicature,. founded on the bafis of juftice 
and humanity,, for. the caprice of powc^,. 

•• Let US five iree, or die ! - 
f } Let tts Jive free, or die ! 



in»lfeSrC4iiltJ|e«^i. .'.•••■" I .:-;. r •: 
'^^mfjf iSBftfiaeAble- iioittbef, eveft!" 
aH!«igitktf'hobU«y^f Fmnct*, We :had -. 
the^^^^W fiipipdrt «ie ^&iSs df-fre6^'- 
dofojTifiid; Ibi^^giihc'lfttk ^onfid&a-'' 
tidhs <)fVariity,-^hicl»-hk\re ^mc intpdi^^ 
t«icSe- «i die ordinary couric of humftk ' 
aflfaSrs, bek iphfeh are loflrand ^arinaitbck*- 
^yfrtliis timd is anhftatM'by^^fSt'^ 
iehldfir*nti ^ey fehre dhofen'td'«;^oflBe' 
trie fteofefaOrdrs radier th*R> fcte bp{:^daM ' 
of'fedr -coantry ; the citizens ^'a'fti*'' 
ftMci ioflfeaid'of the flaves of k diffpbdir^ 
nffirtaitK- ~ "They wHl no 16hg«f^%^Sf- 
affey' t6 gr^^tKe imWdon; ei- -mBciM-- 
pfHr^NBra-minJrter; they ^1 nolwiger 
cxeft^at impcwotj* and gallant §«titi'&ir 
v4jich they hire ever been ;difiiligu5fll4di 
ij?an!^^'i!attt^ tft^wditiiy b6its--e|Rxfi8.5 Tlie- 
.u-^i"/^ «^. > fire 
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to renown. Inftcad of ^IB^tiftgtojtjiJie 
th?^,oi$ad«l .^ ^ory by ltor»^ thi^ will 
pi^^ fUe. faRie of |ui:H6iw>tii^e.defc^ 

iHs^iil?** iwre waU^^lfcufl^fe), to 
obtaia the .civic wreathu Y es,it|ie Ff ench 
ti^(^ will inviolably guand» wlU^traxifaiic 
tq jKj^frity the facr?d.r^hts oC ft^^m. 
ri£«f ^;agc%;wiUvC^fi!iWa^f,W g^atefyj 
cgH^f?i^<^tiap^ of; July J-. 

ae4J^rang€Py whcfll jiwy yiAt ^Frwice, l^iU 
Yaf^^'iih Hpp^^iqncqto the.Ch^a^,4e 
M^^ igl|ed wk th^t ei^f^ufiafin ;vhifch,ia 
a^i^jl^iiued by thj^ vie^ of a 'place.whpre 
any^ggeat fcene . ^ Jlpieen jaffced. . I .thipk 
1 h^ar th^m cxclaioi^ *«. Here;, the l^ede- 
ratjpn w^ hcjid 1 here, an. affcmbled na- ' 
tiofl 4?y9P?4 J^cj^^vcSj to frepdorp 1" ,, I 
faigcyl fectlifoipqiating 0[Ut tl^/p^tpa 
F 6 which 
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think of thofe diiings> and tfaen repeat 'tx> 
m]!fd£>w9th (Qcalifi^ <' 1 wai atfpeAsAor 
ofithi )Ecdera$ion !;■ .* •. ^ • 

. But.thefe modkatioiis havb fed inft/«K 
trATer.<tlirotigb the.fpacevof fo many! fees-. 
tune$,.thatitnsxeaU)rd^aak tx> gtPbHok 
ag^n m the prefent tidies. ^ Did y(kT]SK>: 
pa£i: that I fliQfdd ever 4ip mjr^pca lorfMr^ 
Ikinsj who((ti£7d.tO!taJce£>'fmail[ati)im^ 
rcfr/mrpubHc: aff^ks> that I ^reo^ata^ 
gentleman of iny acqtmAitaace ^{frijsod' 
xxie not a little^ by infonnkg me ^i^Ao 
war btfirrqpn the Turk&and the R'uffiati^ 
3t:a thn&irhon aH «|]^' people* o£:£iin3|Ksj^ 
exceptr.myfel^: had^beeatwo y&^njhSjpdfa) 
jfiKffioaofithis inteliigence? >- '* hv/ 
Ifi however^jETiy lov^c of thfe Fseneb Bfc*; 
irolution reqioces an : apology^ ytifa , i&alb 
receive ode da a^Yfry fboititme^ 

am 



am going to Meirfl tin "F— i»-'s -diateau, 
ami wiH fend ypw irom then« tlie faiftoiy 
ofrrhis fiwisfertancs* '^liey'Werc tfie irt- 
ffiftiAiwoF tTTannyv knd^yod -wiK-rcjoice 
wttbimethat'tyt^nnyisiio'mare. * 
* Bcferiel ctefe mf Ictteri i ftiaU meterion. 
a fingtilar privilege of the church of 
Rown^ whidi is the power of fettiiig free 
a unnrderer cveryyear dn'the day of Af^ 
cifnfiDit. It feems that in die tone of 
King Dagobert, wbo'reigtted in the fixth^ 
ccfttory^a horrible and unrdentmg dra- 
gan-ddblated the country, fparing neither 
manibr be^ft. St. Romain>. who was^ 
then fiifliop of Rouen^alked for two cri^ 
hiibak m affift him in an enterprize he 
had theltoutage to meditate againft die 
dfaagon ; and with thefe aides de camp he 
JalHcdifordi^ killed die Knolifter^^and deH*- 
Tered the country. In ^Mifequente of 
this ndracle, Dagobertgare the foccfefibrs 
of :fft. :Romain the pfivikge of fetting a 
murderer free ci^ry ycaa: on Afcenfibn* 

day. 
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fufpeAed of doing injuftice to bis appeax>^ 
ance> accomps^^ thefe .yeAe^l^ )>Qnes> 
and has gsof raHy . a. young .Uvk^ wolf 
placed in its mouth, cxcq)twhen it is * jour 
maigre, and then the dragon is provided 
with a large fifh. The counfeUors of the 
parliament, dreffed in their fcarlet robes, at- 
tend this procef&on to a church, where high 
mafs is faid i and, thefe ceremonies being 
performed, the crintiinal is fet at liberty. 
But it is only when there are fome ftrong 
alleviating circumilances in the cafe of the 
offender, that he is fuffered in this manner 
to evade the punifhment of his crimes. 

Ycfterday, in a little town called Sottc 
Ville, joined to Rouen by the bridge, a 
political difpute arofe between the Cure 
and his^pariihioners. The enraged Cure 

f Faft-day» 
: t exclaimed* 
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., jI^,E .T/T, E/R> X\C.^>i -i 

I HEAR© *La mefie miJkaii^, on* 
Sunday laft, at a church whtt^ dl the 
national guard of Rouen attei^ddd. The 
fervice began with the loudeft thuridek* of 
drums and trumpets, and feemed nri6re 
Hke a fignal for battle than for devotion ; 
but the mufic foon foftened* into the ftibft 
foothing founds, which flowed^ "frbirP^he 
organ, clarinets, flutes, and hautbbj^V'ihe 
priefts chanted, and the people tnvdt'xt- 
fponfes. The wax tapers were ligKtcfd^ 
holy water was fprinkled on the grotifid, 
incenfe was burnt at the altar, atrid the 
elevation of the hoft was announced' b/ 
the found of the drum ; upon which the 
peoJ>le knelt down, and the prieft prbf- 
trated 'his fare towards the earth. There 

♦ The miliiary mafs. 
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is fometliing affefting in the pomp and 
folemnity of thefe ceremonies. Indeed, 
the Roman Gadidlid worMp^- though a 
fad ftumbling-block to reafon, is fttiking 
to the imdginatio|i. I have more than 
qncc heard the fcrvice for thr dead per- 
hmxed^ and never can hear it without 
emotion^ ^tfaout feeling that, in tbofe 
jadancboly fcparatioos, which bury every 
bcfje of :the . liirvivor "m the,, relentlds 
gt!ave> die heart that cs^ delude itielf with 
.die belief^. that itspcayers may avail gny 
thii^;)to the departed objeft of it$ a&c^ 
tionsy mu(t find confbktion in thus unit- 
ing a, tribptc of tendcmefs, with the; p«r^ 
%niance of a religious, duty. 

We have been at feveral convents at 
Rouen. The firft to which we we»,t was a 
convent of Bcnedidtinc Nunjs.. When 
we had entered the gates we. rang ^, bell, 
and a fervant appeared, and deiarcxl.ps to 
go up ftairs to the parloir. Wc opened 
r a wrong door^ and founds, in a room grated 

acrofs 
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acrQ^itl?f:pifddk wi^h iron bats, ^a yoyng;^ 

a yo^iPg njMn.on^ the^othcjc. 1 coijldrrnat ,^ 
help thjlok^og tiaat the^ £ieart of. this.yoiu^ 
maaw^j placed in a perilous, iituatioa ; 
for whei^e :CaR a jrowng^wpjpan,^Rpc]ar^^ 
iAt^rsftiRSi, ^;.^b?ff .fe?n ^i^^cf^^i 
S^^99m bju-ri^ryifjRfbich dquJii^q^jC^,,, 
rempy^ ? What j,8 there, }n aU.thf. 5?%%;:^ 
tation of feiivUe dt^efs, &> l^eijr to ^^Te^.^/v 
nvui'Of %i(ibil]i7^ a$^ t^iat di(iaiaJJb^h$f ft 
whic]^ , ^ewist ip nwc^ at; yari^iiiq5^)(y^^ 
yomh^d beauty, :and i^fwo^i^^^pge-^^j 
lancholyj fjrmbol . of an eter^ia^ rjeni^flfiar? . - 
tipn of the world, and all its .p]e^t;f^f 
Wc made an apology to.tjie nun iprjpyj;,^ 
intrufion, and fhe direfted us to anpl^Iyyr . 
a^r^nr^Bnti .yfeere, a hw nW^^??? t?f^^PP 
had, ijated ourfdves^pn ^ne fide,. <}f>. the * 
grate^ La 'Depofitaire entered on thf 
other,:^^ told, ps.that the Abbcfe^ ^h^ffil,- 
we had de&-ed to fee, was noti.!)y^tisili^j; 

we 
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we w6uld wait a Htdc. ♦ " Parccque," • 
fald-lhd^^^Madaimc rAbbeffe etbit^bbB^' 
g^^^'hxtii^ de 'fe IcVcr de taWe d6 botihe - 
heurc,'et die ft trouvoit tmc pcuincom- 
mod^e.'* You muft cbfervc diat the 
Abbcflci kEncd at tiirecVdoclc, and it was 
noWif'Jxiff fiit. At length this lady, wBi 
wfe-^iaTfond bf^ long dinners, ^appeared. ^ 
Sltt?!i^a #ohian of fifty, but is ftill hahd^ 
fofee'r has a frank agreeable countenance/ * 
fii?<f^^e^,' and had put on her veil u> H - 
v^''be?ftfhrirtg ntanner. We wiflked to" 
be^Slditttt^'-to the interior part of th^7 
cc5i**%tA:i^lMid With this view a French 
gehQemfiAj, '^ib was of our parly> f^'St ' 
mlt'^^"^ Politer des hifteires i Madame' 
I'ATilieflS/^^^^ ^ 

^H^tdHhter that my fitter and F, tii)3ughi^ 
Ea^iK^vbmen,^e^e catholics, and wiftied ' 

• "Becaufe, faid (he, the Abhefs was bbliged to rile ' 
frcAJi^^btc very fo6h yefterdaj, and fbiini Ifcrfclf a^ 
littfifftliy^edlA. .. / : ^' o: ..• •/ .. .r. ^^ 

;v« to. 
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to be receivcd;into,th€<x>niirent> ancJ cvefr^ 
if ip,had been^poflibiley'to lake the'Vows, 
The^Abb?6 enquired if he waa q^te fbnt 
of our heii\g catholics j upon which thcr 
gentleman, a littfe puzzled what tp suih 

fwcr,tnfix)uated that MonH du F- haid 

probably.: die merit of oav converfion^ 
'^ But I have heardj" faid the Abbefef 
^^ from Madame -^— ^ that MonC da 

F • has become a proteftaftC himiyf.'* 

kfenf. du F— — J who is truA itftlfk 
avowed his principles wkhpot hefitatkHi f 
while the Abbels, turning to LaDepofi- 
taire, acclaimed, * "Mais comme MonC 
eft aimable ! quels beaux fentiments ! AK 
Monf. vous etes. trop bon pour que Dieu 
vous laiffe dans Terreur/* " St. AuguP- 
tin," continued Ihe>, " had ^ncc Ibrne 
doubts; I hope you will be a fccond St^ 
Auguftin ; myfelC and all my. communi-. 

• How amiable he is ! what noble fentiments ! 
Ah, Sir, ypu are too good for God to leave you itt 
error.. 
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tjr, win pray for. your convcrfion<" La 
Depofitasroy who^was a tall thin old wo- 
maiV^th afltoipJni^Kgftaht'cotinwnance; 
added, taftbag' a took on MctoC duF—- 4 
fall of the dontcnnptof'fupcrior know* 
ledge, *^It is not ftirprizing that a young 
man;' aftei< paffmg feveral yearsrin Eng^ 
knd,4:hat country of heretics, fhould find 
h« faidi fiHiiewhat fhaken? but h6 only 
wants to be enlightened by Monf. le Cure 
de*'- » .i^ who will immediately diffip^tfe 
iiflihis dot^cs.** 

t i¥^€fai the Convent of the Benedidines 
vrei'^eht?to that of the Carmelites, where 
rdBjgion, which was meant to be a fburce 
of 4iappiriefe in this world, as well as in 
tlM^^^ext, wears ah afped of the moft 
gWteiy hofror. When we entered the 
cSftt'eht, It fecnrtedthe rcfidence-of filence 
and-ISiittide: no voice was heard, no hu- 
mdft; Creature appeared; and when we 
rai^. the liell, a pcrfoc, whom we could 
4i« *e,- inquired, through a hole in the 

wally 
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ffiroiod that w Vifeed,^o%^lf ^tJ)%Su. 
perieure, putting her ^c^^tfe^i^^c 

to ^ock the door of t|>e parloir, pf his 

we actordiaglfdid ; acid in a few niimatcs 
the 3up€^^i^E^ came to a .thkjk^^c^jjlc 
grate^ with ^ curtain drawn at i^f-^^e, 
tf> pjpfiv^nt the poffiibility of heuig/.feen- 
Our French gentleman agam taUc,ed.{of 
our defircj tjo enter the convent, and bcg- 
..ged to kpow the rules. A hollow, ^^go^cc 
,iaptfwc?^, that the CaroKelite^ rofc a^^r 
in...thp morning, in fomxner^ andiy^f^Jn 
the winters— "Obedient flumber^^ t^at 
can wak« and weep!" — That th^jr,<Jep£ 
in their coffins, upoa draw, and, tv^ 
morning dug a fhovel-full iof earth.. for 
their graves; that they walked to. their 
devotional exercifes upon, their knees; 
that ^hen any of their friends vifited them, 
if they ipoke, they were notlufiered to be 
ff^i, or if they were Teen, they were not 

fuflfered 
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fufli^etf t6"IJ>cak;'^«hat #tfli'AWti Jt Was 
*^t&^dirrs Btiaigr^/ arid' thej^ dnfty tafttd 

f€h* Frcnthnian faid, ^^f nlkut?MSa- 
d^e qtife ces demoifefles reflcchifiiht, fi 
irila leurs conVieht," The podr Carme- 

' lite ^i^eed that the matter required fomc 
ii^tokSion, and we departed, "'^r ,-^^ ;^ 

' ^ ^^A<i we returned home meditating *nfl(hc 
lot of a Carrhelite, we met in the ftreet 
Atcc mms "walking in the habit of their 

" oVdef. Upon enquiry, we were told that 

'' ffley had been forced by dieir parents to 
'takt the veil, and, fince the decree of die 
jWational Aflembly giving them liberty, 
they had obtained permiflion to pay a vi- 
fit for three months to fome friends who 

^^mpathized in their unhappinefe, and. 

' were now on their journey. 

The monks and nuns tnuft in a fhort 

• Always a feft, 

f Thefe young ladies. Madam* muft confider 
whether thefe regulations will fuit them. 

8 time 
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time decide whether they will finally leave 
theffcloifters or not; and the r^Bgious 
houfes vdiich arc vacated wiH4)e fold. In 
the department of Ronen a calctilatioii 
has been made, that, after paying everf 
monk feven hundred, and every nun five 
Jtttndredlivres a year, out of the revenues 
of the religious houfes, the departnoent 
%vi\i gain fixty thoufend livres a year. The 
monies and nuns above" fixty years of age, 
iwrho chufe to leave dieir convents, will be 
-allowed an annual penfion of nine hun- 
dred livres. 

A letter was read in the National Af- 
'fembly, a few'days ago, from a prieft, in- 
treating that the clergy might have per- 
tniffion to marry ; a privilege which it is 
thought the Aflembly will foon autho- 
rize. ♦ ^' On 'a bouleverle tout," faid an 
old Cure, a fierce Ariftocrate; with whom 
i was in company, f *^ Et meme on veut 

• They have overturned evefy thing. 
• t And wotild even carry the profanation fo far 
ms tofuiFer the fciefts to marry* 

porter 
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poner la pro&oa(aon dUm que de nui* 
rier les prctres*" It is conje£bured> how- 
ever, tbat the yoiu^jer part of the cleigjr 
think oftkk ms^tfi with U& horror tbm 
the old Cure. 
.We arrived laft nig^ at MonC du 

F *s chateau, without having vifited^ 

djiring our ftay at Rouen, the tomb of 
William the Conqueror, who is buried at 
Caen, a town twelve leagues diftant But 
I have been too iatsely at the Chump de 
Mars, to travel twelve leagues in otckr ttr 
fee the tomb of a tyrant. 

Upon Monf, du F 's arrival at the 

chateau, all his tenants, with their wivea 
and daughters, came to pay their refpefts 
to Mon Seigneur, and were aSdrcflcd 
by Monf. and Madame with thofe en- 
dearing epithets which give fuch a charm 
to the French language, and are fo much 
more rejoicing to the heart than our for- 
mal appellations. Here a peafant girl 
h temied, by the lady of the chateau, 
G **Ma 
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♦ « Ma bonne anjie. Ma pedtc. Men en- 
fant I* while thofc pretty monofyllables 
•f- tu, ta, &c. ufed only to the neareft re- 
lations, iaA<f to (i^ants^ impmis the mind 
with the idea of that affedtionate &mili- 
afity, which fo gracefully foftens the dif 
tance of fituation, and excites in the de- 
pendant^ not prefumption, but gratitude. 
% *• Et comment te porte tu. La Voie ?'* 

faid Monf. du F to one of his. fer- 

mers* " § Affez bien Mon Seigneur," 
replied he j " mais j'eus la fievre k Paque, 
a votre fervice." 

* My good friend. My Httle girl. My child. 
t Thou, thy, *c, 
X And how do you do. La Voie ? 
% Pretty well, my Lord ; but I had a fever laft 
Eailer, at your fexvice^ 
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LETTER XVI. 

1 Embrace the firft hours of leifure, which 
I have found fince my arrival at the 
chateau, to fend you the hiftory of my 
friends. 
' Antoine Auguftin Thomas du F— — , 

cldeft fon of the Baron du F , Coun- 

fellor of the Parliament of Normandy^ 
was born on the fifteenth of July, 1750. 
His early years were embittered by the 
feverity of his father, who was of a dilpo- 
fition that preferred the exercife of do- 
meftic tyranny to the bleffings of focial 
happincfs, and chofe rather to be dreadecf 
than beloved. The endearing name of 
father conveyed no tranfport to his heart, 
which, being wrapt up in ftern infcnfibi- 
lity was cold even to the common feel 
ings of nature. 

G 2 The 
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TheBfttton'd aufteriiy/was.not indeed 
•cdliEBnfi^ «a M^;iQiH> but .extended to all 
Mb Hflpendanttk Formed, by nature for 
the fupport of the antient goverament of 
France^ he maintmned his ariftocratic 
rights with unrelenting fcverity, ruled Jiis 
ieadal tenus^ with a rod of ironyand.cop- 
lidcreditheiowcr order of people as a fet 
of beings whofe exillehce >was tolerated 
tnereLy.for the ufc of the nobility. The 
.poor,.he believed, were only born for fuf- 
fcring; ajid he deiernoined,. as far a^yin 
him lay, not to deprive theni of thej^^-pa- 
tural inheritance. On the wholci the 
Baron aftcd as if it were the great pur- 
pofe.of hum^ life to be hated, and -per- 
haps no perfon ever attainc;d ,fbatend 
niore completely than himfelf, 

Hii fon difcovered early a tafte for li- 
terature, and received an education fuit- 
able to his rank and fortune. M he ad- 
vanced b life, the treatment he ei^ppri- 
enced firom his father became: mMe; .^nd 

more 



•n^dre* iAtolerable to him, as, ferTit)m in- 
'jTferking'the'fame fchaFttfter, b^ ipdfibfied 
'tHe^iiiilft atiiiabic 'diKpoRtxoTkBp^nd tl& 

nioft feeling heart. • ^ 

His mother, feeble alike in mind and 
' body, fubmitted with the helplefsnef&> and 
almoft witli the thoughtlefsnefs of a child, 
to the imperious will of her hufharid. 
'Their family \vas increafed by two tnbre 
fons, and two daughters ; but theic chil- 
dren, being feveral years younger thsin 

'Mont Dn F y x^ere not of an^ age to 

^aflbrd him the confolations of fricidfhipi 
tnd the young man would have 'found 
'his Ctuation intolerable, but for the fyrh- 
pathy of a perfon, in whofe fociety every 
'evil was for^tten. 

This perfon, his attachment to whom 
'hks' tinftured die colour of his life^ was 
the youngeft of eight children, of a re- 
fpeftable family of Bour^geois at Rouen. 
- There is great reafon to. believe that her 
father was ^efcended from the younger 
G 3 branch 
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branch .of a noble faniily of the ftme 
nsMXWfj a^4 bearing the famfi ajros. iBu^j- 
wbaj}j>ily, fcvne .links were wiwitiflg.ijjt 
this qhain of honourably parentage, fbe. 
claiox to nobility could not be trac^ to^ 
the egotire fatisfa6tipn of the Baron 9 who, 
though he would have djfpenfed with aqy 
iTipral.^alitics ip favour of rank^ con^, 
dered obfcure birth as a radical ftaiQ/, 
which could not be wiped off by all the 
virtues under heaven^ He lopked ^pQn 
i-p^rriag? as merely a con ventipj;^ ofii^t^Tv 
ri^ft, and cluldren a& a;propejrty,:pf{whic||^ 
it was reafonable for parents to maike^tlie 
moft in their power. 

The fadier of Mad'*"* Monique.C-r^. 
was a farmer, and died three rnpnths j^e- 
fpxc th^.birdi of this child j v^Q,, wi;Ji» 
ievea other children, was educated wi^; 
the uta;ioft care by their mother, a wpr 
man of fenfe and virtue, beloved by ail. 
to .«ham ihe was known* It feemed as. 
if ,^is .JFC^eitabiie woman had, after ^tbe; 

death 



dfeath of hcf hufband, 6nly 'fupportfed Itfe- 
for *the fake of her in^t faniiff,'froirf 
V?h(MJn ^(he' was fnatthed' by de^thi ^t 
it^kxent Jier maternal cares* bfecarrie no' 
longer neceiSary; her youngeft daughter; 
Monique, having, at this period, juft at- 
tained her twentieth year. Upon the 
death of her mother, Moniqtpe went to 
live with an aunt, with whonl fhe renrtain- 
ed only a very Ihort time, being invited 
by Madame du F— * — , to whom Ihe was 
well' known, to come and live with hef 
^ am humble companion, to read to her 
when fhe was dilpofed to iiften, arid to^ 
enliven the fuUen grandeur of the chateat^, 
by her animiiting vivacity. 
- 4This young perfon had cultivated her 
ekfcellent underftandirig by reading, and* 
her heart ftood in^ ho need of cultivation. 

MonCDu F found in the charms -of 

her converfation, and in the fympathy of 

Ker friehdAifp, the moft foothing confo*-' 

Idtibii tfnder the rigour of |)arent^' tyrannyi 

G 4 Living 



Living fevierial jrcars' beriiatf/^ the' Yamc 
rwf, h*fidaic6n!fant ^brtUrte^ 

^ fer5?ing^5 hePllif[ioffe6ri"kna'^^ 

and the paflion with wKicK'ffie W^ngth 
ihfpired Km, was founded on the lafting 
bafis'ofefteem. 

If it Was ever pardonable to flifvtatc 
from that law, in the cod6 of intereft iind 
etiquette, which forbids the heart to lif- 
ten to its beft emotions j whicTi, ftifling 
- every generous fentiment of pure difinte- 
refted- attachment, facrifices love at the 

- ' Ihrine of avarice or ambition ; the vir- 
tues of Monique were fuch as might ex- 
cufe this deviation. Yes, the cha'rafter, 

' the conduft of this amiable perfon, have 
nobly juftified her lover's choice, ttow 
long might he have vainly* fought, in the 
higheft clafles of fociety, a mind fo ele- 
vated above the common ^afe! — a mind 
-that, endowed with the moft exquifite fen- 
fibility; has had fufficient firrhnefs to fuf- 
taini widi a' calm and equal fpirit, every 

tranficion 
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. . tranfitioja^ qf fortune.; thje-^piofl:'. feyerc 
^.js^ls^.x^^^^^ ^ivfeat is 

^;^J^^ ji^orc,,4i%^ to ibe^i! thpjitrid of 

.i, Monf.Dv F— — had been taught, by 

his early misfortunes, that domcftic hap- 

pinefs wa3 the firft good of life,. FJc had 

.. already found,, by experience, Ae infiiffi- 

rcienqy of rank and fortune to confer en- 

. joymcnt 9 and he determined to feek it 

in the bofom of conjugal felicity. He 

,^ .determined to pais his life with her wjiole 

. .j^ciqty now feemed, effential not only to 

. his happinefs, but to his very exigence* 

At the fokmn hour of midnight, the 

. , young coufJe went to a church, where 

,. thf y were met by a prieft whom MwH 

j,fDj^, E had made the confident of his 

.^uttachment, and by whom the marriage 
ceremony was performed, 
, Some time after, when the lituation of 
^hjs wife obliged Monf. Du F— « — to ac- 
. knQwledge their marriage to bk i?iotber> 
G 5 • Ihe 
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{ht affiircd her fon that ihe would vrtl- 
Kngly cbnTeht to receive his ^fe as hier 
dauj^tfef^ birtfor the dread of his father'^ 
rdentmeht. Madame Du F— j wrdfi 
.tears of regret, parted with Monique, 
whom flie pbced xinder the protedtion of 
her brothers: they conduced her ta 
Ctttti, whei« Ihe was foon after deKvcred 
of a fon. 

The ifliaron Du F was aWent 

while thcfc things Were paffingt he had 
been fufpeftcd of being the author of a 
j>amiAlet written i^ainft the princes of 
rite bloodj and an order was iffucd to 
febe his papers, and conddfi: him to the 
BaftiUe; but he found means to efcape 
kio Holland^ where he remjuned nearly 
two years. Having made his peace widi 
the miniftry^ he prepared to come homei 
but before he returned, Monf- Du F— — 
itceivcd intdHgence diat his fedicr, irri- 
tated ahxioft to madncfe by the informa- 
ltoa'«C his ouuTiage, was making appU* 
2 cation 



I 



FROM FRANCE. IJI 

capon |br a lexxrc de* cachet,, in order to 
cpirfifte his d^vighter-ia-la,Nsi for the reft of 
l\ef4ifef and ho^ a^o 9i>j(;iuqe4 pow^ to 
h^e hi&.ibn &izied i^d in)|>rifoned. 
Up<M this Monf. Du E— r- and ^ wife 
fbd.with precipitation tn^ Gisnevaj le^v- 
iiig their infant s^: nurfe near Caen. The 
Qene^s, ieecped tQ think ^t the un- 
fortunate iituation of thefe (trangersi gave 
tliKso^ a claim to all the offices pf friend- 
4)j^. After an. interval of m^kny yeaw>. 
I hfivt mypr lieard Monf. or Madamp 
JHu S -r-T- recall the kindnefs they re- 
ceived fpQm that amiable pe<^le, vithout^ 
Dears, of tiendernefs a|id gratitude, r 

JVleanvfi^U^ the Baro^iyshaving difcove^e4 
t^ place o£ hrs fon^s retreat, obtained^ in 
tht, name of the King> perfTirQion from.thp 
caittpQs of Bern^ and Friburg to arre^ 
dbem at £cha}ws> li^r Lau&nae^, where 
ihey h»d rffired .far fymt n^oi^fas. Thp 
wife of lie Seijg^eur B^Uifffecretly ggye 
the youiig people notice of tlu^ ^%$||i 
G 6 and. 
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(ifitafirjqrreBofar ^ly'ai.fbwi Ihritf&iin^thdrl 
pddcte^i aiBfedi6j.iflathfes in which vthdy 
were drQ0b(if MoaitC Du F-j****^, iipcat;his 
firft. goh^ to Switzerland, had knt thkiy 
leoi^ 'to a^iisndiii diftrefs. He nowy in 
thik vcmsoiiM of neceflity^'defired tx^be re^? 
pa^ Md was promised die mon^ widim 
a^ mondi3 mean time^ he and his wife 
wandei^ed from town to town, widloiA: ' 
fiading'anf pkce where they^ could irmain 
ii^'fecimtyi ^i^f had Ipent all their ftnall 
ftodo^of monSTf, aiid were dlmofb'wiUicait' 
cl6th^s^: • but at the expirandon of die ap^- 
pCHAO^d dmej the thifty louis wcrcpiid, 
^^•mikiii\i fond Mon£ and Mafd^me 

Du F determined to take fhctoer in 

dtdoidyioountry which cmdd afibrd thehi 
aiife ai^m frofei perfccuoon, and imme- 
dii«Bely >4ei: bff for Engb^i travelling 
t^(p;»^ jGenmaxiy, and p^ of Holland, 
to avoid pairing through France. 
.:;j? \' They 
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Thejr tmbarkcd at RoFtterdstmi aikJ, 
afi!er'a long and ^oomy pafl&gei arrm^^ 
laixrat night at London. cA yomgwmi 
whd -was- their felibwfpafflbigeri. had tiiBJ 
charity to procure them tf lod^gina 
garrcti .and dirc&cd * them where to pur^ 
chafe a few ready-^madc clodies* When- 
they had remained' ih diis beting die 
dme neceffiuy fot becomii^ pariftk>n€rs, 
thtip banns were publifhed in liie chtiroh of 
St* Anne, Wcftnainfter,. where tltey irett^ 
married by the Curate of the pafiBui 
HhGf then went to the cihiapcL of die 
French Ambaffiidory ahd were^ c^ita tmlorw.1 
ried by hb Chaplain ; after which MonC ) 
Du F— - told me, ♦ ^ Lcs detiic epoux \ 
vinreiK faire mdigre chord a kur petite*; 

chanAm;? : • , - ^ .rtj 

.Mon£ Du . F-**— endeayourcd to obri ) 
tain a fituadion at a fchodii to teach ^h^' 
French language; but before fuchia fiti«^i> 

♦ The new-married couple kept a ftAin'flRS?'^ 
litdc apartmeat'^ -i < •; ^ "^'* j:i^')'* >q biOV.* 01 

tion 
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tioa could be founds hk wife was deli- 
y^asd v( a gu-L Not having fufficient 
moaey to- hire ^ nurfe^ he attended, hfsr 
him&lf. ^ At this period they: endured afl 
the horttmof ^oiute want. UiaJluK^n 
and unpitied, without he^ or fiippor^ in 
a foreign countiy> and in the depth of a 
levece winter^ they almoft peri&ed wiih 
€<dd Diid hunger. The unhappy mp^ei' 
hcfSamchcd up<m the &n»e bed with h^r 
new-born infant^ who in yain implored 
htr fuccour> want of food havii^ ^^d 
up that £>urce of nouri{bnient« The wo^ 
:imn> at 'whoie bw(c timj Ipdgedi and 
wjiom .they had for ibme weeks been un^ 
nMe CO pay> afm* noai^ threateningSi^t 
len^ txdd them tliat tkey mvA depart iIk^ 
next morning. Madame Du F ■ ' ■ was 
^this doie icareelyable to wa]fc sicroi^ 
U^ chamhff r, aodithe gr^nd was covered 
jffifik fe^w- They had alre^y exhaufted. 
every refource y they had fold their 
watches^ their clothes^, to fatisfy dhe crav*^ 
. , ings 
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ings of hunger; every mode of relief was 
fled — every avenue offiope was clofed~» 
and they determiiied to go ^ith Aeir m-:. 
fant to the fuburbs of the town, and there, 
feated on a ftonc, wait with patience for 
the deliverance of death. With what an- 
guifh did this unfortunate couple pre- 
pare to feave their 4aft miforabie retreat I 
With how nriany bitter tears did they badie 
that wretched infant, whom they could no 
longer feve fixjm perifhing I 

Oh, my dear, my ever beloved friends I 
whai I recoiled that I am not at this mo-^ 
mezit indulging die melskncholy caft of mft 
own difpofition, by pajindog imaginarjr^ 
diftrefs s when I recdile^ not only that 
thefe were real fufFerings^ but diat thsf 
were ftrifeiined by you I my naind is ovcr>^: 
whermed wkh its own fenfiitions*^ — Thft 
paper is blotted by my tears — and I caa 
hoki my pea «o loi^f «^ 
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■ i jM ii J,. A H E moral worlds 

Whii;h thovighto us it fcem perplex'd, moyes on 
In higher order ; fitted, and impell'd, 
• * By' Wifdbnf 's fineft haftd, and iifuing ait" 
'"in-uiliverfal-g6od." .rj. ! 



Monf. and Madame du F y^ac 

relieved from this extremity of diftrefs^at 
, a rnoment fo critical, and by mearts lb 
siinexpeifted, that it feemed the hani jof 
Heaven vilibly interpofing in belialf of 
bppfefled virtue. Early in the moping 
©f that fatal day when they were to leave 
their laft fad Ihelter, Monf. du F-T7- 
went put, and, in the utmoft diftradiori of 
mind^ wandered through ibme of the 
,ftreets in the neighbdurhood. He w^s 
ftoppcd by a gentleman whom he hfid 
knoYin at Geneva, and who tpld him that 

■ he 
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he was then in fearch of his lodging, ha- 
ving a ^ letter to deliver Jto hini from a 
Genevois clergyman. Monl. au F— — 
opened the letter, i;i which he was in- 
formed ^by his friend, thstt, 'feering he 
might be involved in^ difficulties, he had 
tranfmitted ten guineas to a banker- in 

London, and intreated Monf duF 

would accept that fmall relief, which was 
all he could afford, as a teftimony of friend- 
Ihip. Monf. du F-- flew to the ban- 
ker s, received the money as the gift of 
Heaven, ahd then, haftening to Ihis wife 
and child, bade them live a little longer. 

A Ihort time after, he obtained a ifitu- 
ation as French ufher at a fchoolj^rid 
Madame du F — -, when fhe had a litde 
recovered her ftrength, put outf her infant 
to nurfe, and procured the place 6f 
French teacher at a boarding-fchobl. 
They were now enabled to fiipport their 
child, and to repay the generous aflifiaiice 
of their kind friend at Geneva. At this 

period 
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period they heard of the deadi of thek 
fon^ whom they had left at Caen. 

Mortf. and Madame du F — ^ palfcd 
two years m this fituation, when they were 
again. plunged into the deepef!: diftre&» 
A French jewelkr was commiffioned by 
the Baron dti F-*- — , to go to his fon, and 
.propofe to him conditions of reconciliatbn^ 

This mm told Moirf. du F that his 

^tfaer was juft recovered from a fevere 
and dangerom illnefs, and that his ddeft 
daughter had ktely died. Thele A^/. 
he faid, had led .him to reflcft wkfe^fonftT^ 
pain on the feverity he had exercifed^fe- 
. wards his fon; that the feelings icf a p^^ 
rent w«re awakened ii^his bofom; and 
that if Monf* du F— — would thfty# 
himfelf -at his father's feet) ahd^ aJPk fot^ ^ 
givenefs, he would not fail to <ShtAh%' 
and would be allowed a pcnfion, onw^ich 
he might live with his wife in Engktid. In 
confirmation of thefe afib ranees, this man 
prcfduced feverai letters D^Jiich he had r'i-' 

ceived 
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Cel^fpd from the Baron to that efFc6t; who, 
as a farther proof of.his fincerity, had givro 
thia.^gentieven hundred .pounds to put j 
into ,the hands of Mcof, du F * " for the 
fupport of his Wife and child during his 
abfence. The agent told hinn^ that he 
had not been able to bring the nK>ne7 to 
Eagland> but would immediatdy g^ve 
hinci three drafts upon a merchant of re-* 
puiation in LondcHi^ with whom he had 
cognedions in bufinefsi the firll draft 
P^^ijble iq .t}iree months^ the fecond in 
&f^i^(i tj:^ tkird in nine. 
_ MpnC du f -^— ^ long deliberated vpoo 
th^fe' ,pro(>ofajk He knew too weU'the 
vimj^dive ipirit of his father^ not to feel 
{qfi^ dr^zd of putting himfelf into hk 
poK?^'* But his ^agent continued to give. 
him fthe fnoib fol^mn aflurances of (s&ty; 

and Monf. du F thought it was not 

improbable that his fifter^s death m^jht . 
h^Y^,foftpned the crund of his fathen He 
refiq^ ,;hj|t hi3 warriige had difap^ 

pointed 



p<wA^''th<jft'ailibitfburiiopes of a ^at 
Miijiik3^'^Whfeh MS^^hef'^FK^' fonaiy'ln- 
dM4g8d,'iiaftdqto^;^ril h^'O^tf St^Ifcaft 
tHe»!ieparit(iah'6f haftttiirig'b imptore^Kis 
forgi^feliefe Krhcn he was willing to beft^ow 
it. What alft) weighed ftroiig'ly dn- his 
mind was-the confidei^atibn-tflit the BHi 
which his father had offered to dipofit f(5T 
the ufe cf his wife. Would, in- cafe ^ any 
finifter accident Ihbuld befel him, aflfbhi 
afmallprovifion for her and his^inifant:- • 
' The- refttfc of thefe d^ti^atMs' Wto, 
that^MpnC liu -F-^i-*^ ^ttrittiri«i'->i(Btia 
who »can much Uame Ms^want *df pni- 
dence ?) he detierrr^ined to -cottfide- iiV^i 
fethferl— fo truft in that iAftSnftive ^t- 
tion, which, for -froih IxJing^ ciifin^aed 
with any peculiar 'fenfibility of 'rifiirfdj it 
requires ohiy to be a parent to fiS^-an 
tifFe<!tion, which, not confined to thie- hu- 
man hearty foftens the ferocioufiiefs oftfie 
tyger, knd fpeaks with ^ voice* tM§ is 
:^htard amidft the howlings of the^l^irt. 

Monf. 
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bb-tji^at this agent was commifliQned rCO 
deceive hinoj he eadeayourqd tQ.mdt him 
ijnuK? <;ora|>a(rK^n ..&^ fiojation.i .He 

\^pgf t<> the vill^e where his child ma^ at 
nurfe,, apdy bringing her fi^ ffwle^ in his . 
ar^n^j prefe0??d:h^r to dusinan, telling 
hinfii.t^tthe fete of thatpogtr infem.rcfted 
\ipffn?}f^:m^ltY* *Th€ m«i .took the 
liRS^C^Iii^iealvpe in. -his. amis^ikifled her^ 
aq4 •?fec%;.r^t^«iif]igiber to het fether, re- 
MW^. .?li Ws ^OT^er affurances. Monf. 
dy^ , / ■ )iftcned aod believed. Alas ! 
Ik^.^i^cult i^iit.fpr a good heart tp fuf- 
p?g^t l^n}ian^«flWmi c^f mr»«s which ntoke 
4mc jblialh^ for tb^ fpecies ! How. hairdis 
it for : a;, miod glowing witfe benevotenoe, 
.to beUeye that the bofotn of aw>?her: har- 
bq^}^ t^eiP)aliigBk)5, of A.d^mfeOil ,: ,/. . 

l.ivi/' for 
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for his departure with his father's agent, 
who Was to aecompany him to Normandy, 

Madame du F faw the preparations 

for his journey with anguifli which ' llic 
COfuld iH conceal. But ftie felt that the 
delicacy of her' fituation forbad her inter- 
ference. It was flie who had made him 
an alien from hfe family, and an exije 
from his country. It was for her, that, re- 
nouncing rank, fortune, friends, and con- 
neftions, aU that is efteemed moft valua- 
ble in life, he had fuffered the laft extre- 
mity of Want, and now fubmitted to a 
ftate of drudgery and dependancc. Would 
he not have a right to reproach her weak- 
nefs, if Ihe attempted to oppofe his recoh-' 
ciUation with his fatfier, and excrtefd that 
influence which Ihe poflfeffed over his 
mind, in order to detain him in a fitiia- 
tion fo remote from his former expedta- 
tions f ' She was, therefore, fenfible, that 
the duty; the gratitude (he owed her huC- 
band, now required on her part the ab- 

folutc 
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fohite fecrifice of her own fcding; : flic 
fuffered without complaint^ and. endea- 
voured to rcfign herfelf tt> the wijl of 
Heaven. 

The day before his departure, MonC 
du F— — went to take leave c£ his litdc 
girl, \ At this moment a dark and roelan* 
choly prefage feemed to agitate his mind. 
He' preflcd the child for a long while 
to his bofomj and bathed it with his 
tears. The nurfe eagerly enquired wl^t 
was the matter^ and affured him that tl^e 
child was perfeftly well Monf. du F 
Had no power to reply: he continued 
claiping his infant in his arms^ aqd at 
kngth, tearing himfclf from her in filence^ 
he rulhed out of thie houfe. 

When the morning of his departure- 
came, Madame du F , addreffing 

herfelf to his fellow--travelier, faid to him, 
with a voice of fupplicadon, " I entruft 
you. Sir, with my hufl>apd, with the &t|ieF 
tf my poor in&nt, our fole prote&or and 

fupport! 
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ftpport!--^-hiiirecofnpaflloa on;ibe wiiofir 
aMl dr orpimiVf The ^limts oAiig 

fliifwa-, which nwle her foul fliriidtwkilib 

Uttv : WliMi Monf. idu F g(k iiM:o 

the Brighthelmftone ftage^ he was uaabk 
to bid her farewell; but when the carriage 
drove off, he put his head out of the win- 
dow, and continued lookii^ after her, 
while fhc fixed her eyes on him, and 
mi^t have repeated with Ifnogcn, 

** I would liave broke mine eye-firings ; 

^ CrackM then^ but to look upon h'un ; till the 

" dirainotion 
'< Of fpace had pointed him (harp as my needle ; 
^ Nay, followed him, till he had melted from 
•* The fmallnefs of a gnat to ur ; and theiHi* 
•f Then tum'd mine eye and wept ! ** 

When the carriage was out of fight, flie 
ftimmoned aU her ftrength, and walked 
with trenoblitig fteps to the fchool wheic 
IKe lived as a teacher. With much dif* 
' . ficulty 



fuxkf Qk roftdied.die dmn bvt ber 
^9lk% auM {\ifpt>Tt her no feagcr> tud 
A». ^ 4«w feafUeft «t the tMMA. 
Site was earned HMD dw faQiife» and le- 
ibred to life ftnd the ienlatMOs (^ mty 
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JM ONS. du E arrived at his fa- 
ther's chateau ia Normandy, in June 
177S, and was received by the Baron, 
and all his faniily, with the moft affeftion- 
ate cordiality. In much exultation of 
mind, he dilpatehed a letter to Madame 
du F— — , containing this agreeable in- 
telligence; but his letter was far from pro- 
ducing in her mind the efFeft he defired. A 
deep melancholy had feized her thoughts, 
and her foreboding heart refufed to fympa- 
thize in his joy. Short, indeed^ was its 
duration. He had not been many days 
at the .chateui, when he perceived,- with 
furprize and confternation, that his fteps 
w?re continually watched by two fervants 
armed with fufces. 

His father now Ihewed him an arret, 

which. 
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which, on the fourth of June, 1776, he had 
obtained from the parliament of Rouen a- 
gainft his marriage. The Baron then or- 
dered hijs fon to accompany him to his houfe 
at Rouen, whither they went, attended by 
(everal fervants. That evening, wheft the 
attendants withdrew after fupper, the Ba- 
ron, entirely throwing off the mafk of civi- 
Ffty and kindnefs, which he had worn in 
fuch oppofition to his nature, reproached 
his fon, in terms of the utnrwft: bittemefs, 
for his pad condu<a, inveighed againft-fiis 
marriage, and, after having exhatifted 
every exprefllon of rage and refentment, 
at length fufFered him to retire to his own 
apartment* 

There the unhappy Monf. du F — -^j 
abforbed in the moft gloomy reflexions, 
laitiented in vain that fatal credulity which 
had led him to put himfclf into the power 
of his implacable father. At the hour 
of midnight his meditations wepe inten- 
rupted by the found of feet approaching 
H 2 his 
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Jiis chamber; and in a feW^ moments the 
door wafe thrown open, and his &ther^ at'* 
tendedffb^ucifenmit armed^.and two* Ca^ 
vafierslde Mi^ohatillee, esitered the room* 
Riififtanoe ioMi fupplication were aKke 
?^vailii^ Monf. du F— '— '^ papers 
trrrefeized ; a few louia d'ors, which con^ 
ftkutcd^all^the money he polTefle^ wep«i^ 
taken from him; and he was ooodu^bed 
fa tbedead of night, July the 7th, 177*1 
toSc. Yon, a convent ufed as a place of 
^^finemeift near Rouen, where he wias 
j^rown into a dungeon* ^^^ 

' A week after, his lather entered* the 
c&Higeon. You will perhaps conclude thsic 
his hard heart felt at length the ^relent^^ 
i^ iAz. parent. You will at kaft ixp^ 
pofei that his; imagination being baiumtedi) 
and His coidcience" tormented wfli/ the 
image of a ion ftr^ched on the floor of 
this fubterraneous cel^ he cdifld'fup* 
H^mt eke idea^no' longer, and had hdifbened 

• Officers of jufticc. 

-•■■•■■•'■ • ■■•■ ■-■■■ ■■'••■*'-''<i 
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tt>:.give rcpofe to his ownr mb\dihy(TO^ 

feaDitgvhis' captive* I Far dif&iseiit;5micr 
thcf CTOtives of bis vi(k^. Hc/feohfidhnfcclf 
tj>at fuch was his ibn'3 attachment' to hH 
wfq, that» fa long as hebt^lievedihr.had 
left> herein poflbffion offcrvpn huhdredc 
poiuidsi fae'Woruki fbd '(Don^tlfix)bf):fihci& 
eofifidsrationi even iiu thetrdepch of lib 
dtmgtoi:^. His fktheri therefore^ haftene^ 
to femovc an error from the mind o£hit 
imi which left the meailHre of hi$, :Wi9^ 
unfilled. Nor did hc/chufe tp^^feli-ttJt 
.ariodier ifce -office of ihffitftitrfe % pfang 
ftarper than captivity; but'himfelf iioh. 
formed his Ibn, that the merchant^ .wh<> 
vff^ tfo^pay the fevea hundred ;powd^»- 
jiiisivra&^^as declared a banknipt. 1 \ -^ 
-flArfhortdme after, the SisJion d^if-M*^ 
eommencdi . a foit : at iaw/ againft that 
agent of iniquity whom he had cttaploydd' 
tQ. (fcccive hi$ fon^ ftnd wb3ci\|Mraflfifingcf 
refinement of treachery c^f which- the 
|Uron wa3 not aware, had kept the fevea 
H 2* hundred 



150 LETTERS 

hundred pounds, with -which he was in^ 
trufted, and given drafts upda a mer- 
chant who he knew would fail before the 
time of payment. Not being able t?o 
profecute this affair without a power of 
attorney from his fon, the Baron applied 
to him for tliat purpofe. But Monf. du- 
F- — , being firmly refolvcd not to de-, 
prive his wife of the chance of recovering, 
the money .for herfclf and her child, could 
by no intreaties or menaces be led to com- 
ply. In vain 'his father, who had coii-^; 
fented to allow him a few bocJcs^ ordt^red' 
hirh to be deprived of that rcfource, and 
tliat his confinement Ihould be rendered 
ftill more rigorous ; he continued inflex- 
ible. ' 

Monf. du F— • remained in his pri- 
fon without meeting with the frnalleft 
mark of fympathy from any one of his 
family, though hfe fecond brother, Monf. 
de B ' ' ■( , was now eightetn years of^' 
ages an age at which the fordid confide- ^ 

rations 
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rations ofinccreft, lio\y much focver they; 
may aSeA our conduft at a more adc 
vanced period, of life, can feldom /Hfl^ . 
thofc'Warm and generous feelings which 
fcem to belong to youth. It jhiight have 
bcc;i expefted that this young man would 
haye, aWiarrcd the profpeft of poffeffing 
a fortsun^ which was the juft inheritance of 
his brother, and which could. only be ob- 
tained by detailing that brother in per- 
petual captivity. Even admittij^ that 
his iit^xf^l* abk father prohibited his vifit-* 
ing tt{5\prift)n of his brother, hi? heart 
^pM have told him, that difobediencq, 
in this inAaace, would have been virtue ; 
Or, was it not fufficient to remain a paffivc 
ipedator of mjuftice, without becoming, 
as hc: a§erwards did, the agent of cruplty 
in^ded on a brother ? 

Where are the words that can convey 
an adequate idea of the fufFerings of 
MadaE^e du F — r- during this period ? ^ 
Thuee WQefes. after her huib^d's depar- -: 
H 4 ture 



,;i;qjQilLP§ <te iflWntfiC R<H»nii£hirtothc 
: .par9ftjlHfSnrrr-->h^lcbtaiitedt(411ttttBindc 

ipto, pFifpn. This /was all (he ;heard:of 
h^rluiflDiaod fcr tiae fpaoe xrf"; twro ye»s» 
.. Jg^QiT^ of the plaee of hur^toiifiisKsMiit, 
unQcrtsTHI ifhe JftiU Uvedy|iefiia}is ihcmiyu- 
feries were even more pd%nalitAaaifMs. 
In the dismal fi^itude of a priibn^xhis 

*falo^ were alleviated by the foqt)uDg(^e- 
. fie^donlhat he Aiffered-fer faqr h^hpfiAi 
while that Vjcry idea wa&tojhcrithtitiDfl: 
bitter 'aggravation of diftrefs. ♦Her- days 
paiied in anguiih^ which .can only 'be-- con- 
ceived where k has been felt, ahd her 
nights were difturbcdby the gloonwywan- 

" derings of^ foney^i Sometimes flit faw 

• him in her dreams chained to the floor of 

his duj;^on> his b^bm bathed in bloody 

aod hi^ countenance disfigured by death. 

vgpmetimcs (he faw hinfi haftening towards 
her, when at the moment that he wa§ 

- . going 



• '- eoSangto embrace hiritfeey W^re fi*h:eljr 

^1 natotkliyfjof a. iieUt^c-xonttittkiSiift;^ Snd 

' g)rwf^af'mind rcdticcd h^<*to:lu^h a dc- 

fdocable ftate of weakhefe, that it ^ tras 

-iwdi' iafintoe dilBcirftf flit j)erfornied the 

vdwrifis of hor iteiatien, For hirfeHJ'lhc 

:wodM hairewdcomed death with thahk- 

jfubidfe; but fhc confidered that her child 

• now dcp^idcd entirely on her labours 

-.forfupport : and this was a rndtiire ftf- 

.[fioishdy powerful to prompt her to the 

Idarefiil prefervation ofher own life, thbtrgh 

fvitfhad! long become a burden. /Fhe child 

rwas three years old wliicn her father left 

:. Eitj^and; recollefted him perfedlly ; arid, 

nirfiencicer Jicr mother went to vifit b^r, 

vjKtfedffco catt wirti eagernefs for hfer^^apa. 

^oTiirfiencJuiry^Biijhe voice ofher child,' of, 

J/^^When fhall. I fee my dear, dear pipa ?" 

mt$ heard by this imhappy mother with 

i-ia/tBkgrceof agbny wtech k werd^^^yain 

..lattctaript to drfc»a» ^ ^ ^ 

Hs LETTER 
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MoNS. du F was rep<iatedly oft 

fered his iiberty, but upon condidoni 
which he abhorred. He was required 
for ever to renounce his wife ; who, while 
fhe remained with her child in a diftant 
country, was to receive from his father a 
finall perrfion, as an equivalent for the 
pangs of difappointed affection, of dis- 
grace and dilhonour. With the indigna- 
tion of offended virtue he Ipurned at thele 
infulting propofitions, and endeavoured 
to prepare his mind for the cndtwance of 
perpetual captivity. 

Nor can imagination form an idea of a 
fcene more dreadful than his prifon, where 
he perceived with horror that the great- 
eft number of thofe prifoners who had 
been many, years in confinement, had aa 

appearance 
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appearance of frenzy in their looks, which 
Ihewed that realbn had been too weak for 
the long ftruggle with calamity, and had 
at laft yielded to delpair* In a cell ad- 
joining Monf. du F *s, was an old man 

who had been confined nearly forty years^ 
His grey beard hung down to his waift, 
and>duri^ the day, he was chained by liis 
neck to the waD, He was never allowed 
to, leave his cell, and never fpokc^ but 
Monf, du F — — ufed to hear the rattling 
of his clwains. 

The prifpners, a few excepted, were 
generally brought from their cells at 
the hour of noon, and dined togedier. 
But this gloomy repaft was ferved in 
uninterrupted filence. They were not 
fiafFered to utter one word, and the pe- 
nalty of tranfgrefling this rule was a rigo- 
rous confinement of feveral weeks. As 
foon as this comfortlels meal was finiihedj^ 
the prifoners were inftantly obliged tq^ 
return to their dungeons, in which they 
H 6 were 



foUowLfcg^dsljtf Jo:Af tef. ; ;du> F-wfU-^^aallm 
U»Bfi(poandvniffIanQhQJi)r>'cfil^ ^paQe^ Awo 
^'mttrs'hui&Lom^iiCy and faffenrdf-^fbdcii 
(temlylfromi coBj that he wat cbligediiio 
^Omp himfeif liip'm the few dothdii which 
tbvered^liis ixd- Nor was hei allai^rfid 
.4my(lig)yt,xx(rept diat isrhkb iofasiog'^Uiii: 
ihoft day beamed' throu^wthe;. imall 
grated ^odcnr in the cielmgcf hiiSid^nk 
geon*. • '.'.•.• ;:. lo ^i 

' .hit i^otdiffia;dt to beUetrediaa: ithe& 
lypirriiigi ^^ were : infll6bed by is )^tber? 
A fatheti -44-*^- that name \^hidr:i 
ea^mot trace without emotiodiy ^lehidt 
conveys all the ideai o£ prqte&ioni €f 
ifecurity,^of t»iderncfe;^thaf deari.w2jfi+ 
tidn to which, in geniecd^cxbiidroiio^t 
«bdS' ijproipertty, their enjoyments^: and 
wcjn their virtoeil-r-Ak«,.die imhappf 
Mont, du F-**~» owed nothing to -Jm ' 
father^ but that life, which fit)m its earlieft 
pcriod'M cnidty had' 'cirdrittered, and 
^ •'-* ' which 



iritichlve nofw coodehinecjtftorlanginfli )iii 
mifme^^-thftt deflth.Qiil^/tould:iiedb//o;iv)* 
ov/A ijnaUios gbiislevibaiky.vb>rw±rcoqfkc^ 
miaodelbon^dne fide ofMojif6EivfFf^^fm% 
contrived to make • a fiiiaU hoio ithrotigh 
tber'wail ; and jAitb icompantens; Jn (pni£> 
fiutmlfi) byipfacing thibmfelves <lbfe)tailie 
Mde j^oosiid cbnirerfe together in irfaifjprff^ 
fiutithe Monks were noticing ia difcover^ 
iiig:thki and dBGedtuaUy depriaired them <9f 
fo great an indulgence, by removing then^ 
Cdbdiftant cells. Thefe tinreknting Monks, 
Madifierformed with £.ich iideUty (heir 
bffilin of tonnenting tkeit feUow-cresl^ 
ibrds^* who never relaxed in oiu: article of 
Iserfcoitionj and adhered with fcrupolous 
rigounU) the code of crueliyi^ were called, 
f/^IjcjFfcercs(fck&iiii^Cha;rite.'^ One 
timong them deferved the appdlatiom 
Whis good old Monk u&d to vifii the ppt> 
foneis; by fteokh, and endeavour to ad^ 

f TtM^BroAerjofthckpIyChwty^ ^ . 
1. minifter 
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minifler comfbit to ijneir aiHi&ion. .Qfc^R 
he repeated to Monf. du F — — , * " Mw 
cher firere^ cosolbloz voi»; mette^ : vaD)e 
con6anc£ ea Dieu, vos maux fenDiit; 
finis !" 

Monf. Du F remained two years 

in prifon without receiving any intelli- 
gence of fais wife, on whofe account, be 
lb£fcred the moft diftrafting anauety. He 
had ceafon to appmhend that her fmmG^ 
which had already been enfeebled by her 
inirfortunes, would (ink beneath this ad- 
ditional load of mifery, and that Ihe would 
perhaps be rendered unabie to procure* 
that Htdc pittance, wWch might prefervc 
herfelf and her child from want. At 
length one of his fcUow-prifoners, who 
was going to regain his liberty, took charge 

of a letter to Madame Du F , and 

flattered him with the hope of finding 

• My dear brother, be comforted ; place your 
confidence in God, your afBidlions will have an end> 

fomc 



feme 'mcam- of tiaofiiBtring tbhka.M* 

The letter paiata. ib nzxJaciStytks ficua^ 
tion 6f his mind, that- 1 have tranflatcd 
feme extrafts from it, 

*• My thoughts (he fays) -are unceaA 
*' ingly occupied about you, and my 
" dear little girl. I am for ever recall- 
" iiig the bkffed moments when I had 
^^ the happinefs of , being 'near, you, and 
*' at thaft recoUcQion. my tear* rflfele.ta 
" be controtiied. How could 1 con- 
" fentto feparate myfelf from' what was 
" moft dear to me in die world? No 
" motive le(s powerful than that of feek- 
" ing your welfere, and. thai of my child, 
" Gould have determined n^e^^and alas ! 
" I have not accompliftied this end. I 
" know too well that you have never 
" received that fura of money, which I 
*' thought I had fecured for you, and for 
^ which I riiked the firft blefling of life* 
** What fills my mind with the greateft 

** horrorj 



I 
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** horror, in ^hc iblitudc o( my prUbn, » 
^ die jTear tJiat you arc iuf^d^gfjdj^ai^ 

^ maih ignorant of yoitrr. £^€^iaQ4- oan 
^' pn|y offer to Heaven the moi^;aniont 
" vow$ for your welfare. 

^ What joy would a letter ff^Qfj^y^u 
" give me ! but I dare not flatf^f .ipyfcif 
*^ with the hope of fuch lweet'COf)|bla- 
** tion. AU I can affure myfelf of k> 
** that though feparatcd, perhaps for ever, 
^* our fouls ar? united by the mo&rtm- 

^ der friendfliip and attactroex^t^^.j^er- 
^ haps I may not find it poffiblr to 
" write to you again for a long w^ik : 
** but be affured that no menaces, ^f«f- 
"^^ ferin^, no dungeons ftiaJteyiCf j-ftake 
'* iny fidelity to you^ and th^t Jj Ih^JJfiowe 
'^ you to the laft hour of my ^xifljcfice. 

^ ** I iSnd a confolation im the refle&iw that 
** It is for you J fuffer. . If ,Pri?^jidfnce 
•^' ever permits u$ tct ixiqet i agaj^p^ythat 

'^"morhcnt will efface itl\e ccnfxpn^fpcc 

'.'I-.-' u. . «:'..- i - --^ ' " « of 



-^^ ^^ftt4e yiiui^'Wfe fdf my dke, and for 
• «^* the* fake of GUI' ^ear tittlej'giil 1 Em- 
***' brace lier tertderly. for me, !and defire 
" her alfo to embrace you for,lj!er^poor 
-^^p&pii '1 htffed'not recommend; ipy 
«< ^diiB"fo the care of fo tendeca mot)i^r ; 
**^^bwl coAJufe 'yoii to infpire her mind 
^ With the deepeft ienfe of* religion., .If 
*^*flie 13 borri td inherit the misfortunes 
*^bf her fether, this' will, be ^her bcft 
'^%urte df coftiblation. . 

*^' Whatever offers may be made you 
** by my father, I exhort you neyer have 
** the wcaknefs to Hften to' them, . bUt 
•* prefer ve your rights^ and thofe of nay 
*'* dear * little girl, whicK, perhaps, .m^y 
« one day be of fome value. If.yqu 

^ arc ftiU at Mrs. D 's ^'oarding- 

" fchool, tell her that I recorhmend my 
" wife and child to her compafTion. — cr- 
^ But what am I faying ? I am ignorant 

^* if 
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" if you are ftill with her, ignorant whe- 
" ther the deareft objefts of my aiFeftion 
" ftill live I But I truft tshat Providence 
** has preferved you. Adieu ! May God 
** Alnnighty bkfs you, and wy child I I 
" never ccafc imploring him to- have pity 
<^ on die widow aiul the orphan in it knd 
" of ftraogcrs/' 
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You, my dear friend, wha have fi:lt 
the tender attstchinents of loveandfrknd-^ 
fliipj and the painful anxieties which abr 
fepqe occafions, even . amidll fcenes o£ 
variety and pleafure ; whojjnderftand the 
value at which tidings from thofe we love 
is computed in the arithmetic of the 
heart j who have heard with almofl: un- 
controulable emotion the poftman's rap 
at the door; have trembling feen the 
well-known hand which excited fcnfa- 
tions that almoft deprived you of power 
to break the feal which feemed the ta- 
lifman of happinefs ; you can judge of 
the feelings of Monf, du F*— ; — when 
he received, by means of the lame friend 
who had conveyed his letter, an anfwer 
from his wife. But the, perfon who 

brought 
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brjji^t^^ Ifitter to his dungeon, lircail- 
ij^ th^ fi^ ,Qf j^ ^abov«iy, kif^e^i that 
aft^j; Jdavipg, read it> he flbOiddletOTn k 
to him uTimediatdy^ MonC 'du^ iM^*.*^-^ 
preflTed the.letter to his hearty bathed k 
with hi$ tears, and implored, the indul- 
geppcipf keeping it at ieaft, till the/ nepit. 
mpraingi He was allowed 50^ da-fo^iftud^ 
read it till everj^ wokJ was impriniaedi dtt 
his .memory , and* after enjoying: the &d: 
lupry of holding it ^at m^t o&ihis hotfj 
fopfi, wns.fprced the iiextimoroi«|gtt>^ilti4! 
Iinqui0i his treafijrei .- . f^'tDr:'. 

On the loth of Oftobcr, 'jyi%'^i3it^ 
Baron Du F-^ — came to the convent^, 
and ordered the monks xo bring hi§ fpn^ 
from his dungeon to the parloi^, :^Dd^ 
leave them together. With the <iitmoft . 

reiuftance Monf. du F obeyed this.i 

fummons> heaving long loft all hope of 
foftening tl^e^obdurate heart of his fathqr. 
When the monks. wit:hdre>K, the ^B,4ra»,,. 
began \ipbraiding him in the moft bitter 

termsw 
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terms, for his obftinate refiftance to his 
wittj'^hich, he iflformed him, had availe<i 
jiodiifii^ ds he liad gafined Ms ftit at* W, 
and* recovered 4he fevtn hundffed poiinds^ 
Merf. iDu F-— — replied, that Ae paiii 
he &k from this intelligence would have 
-been far more acute, had his wife beea 
deprived, with his concurrende^ of the • 
rtKmey which was promifed'fer her fob- 
Ixftence, and on the reliance of which' pro- ' 
mife he had been tempted to leave Eng- 
laiid. ' His father then ♦enquired if he 
ftiilJp«rfifted in his adherence to the dif- 
graceful connexion he had formed i to 
whiith hii fon anfwered, that not merely 
vrttt hrs afFeftions interefted, but tha» his 
honour obliged him to maintain, with ii^- 
violiibld' fidelity, a fdemn and facred en- , 
gilSgfettAent.' The rage of the Baron, at 
thtSi woirds, became unbounded. He 
ftamped the grouad wkh Ws feet j' he 
airihtcid' 4 fltroke at his T6h, who, takin^^' 

1 

* / 
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rermined to attemj)t his efcapc ; and, mill- 
ing ow of the apartment, and avoiding 
that fide of the convent which the monks 
inhslbited, he endeavoured to find His way 
to tlie garden, but miffed the paflage 
which led to it. He then fkw up a ftair- 
cafe, from which he heard the voice of 
his hth&i: calling for affiftance. Finding 
that all the doors which he paffedwere 
fhut, he continued afcending till he reach- 
ed 'the top of the building, where meet- 
ing with no other opening than a hole 
made in the doping roof to let in light 
to a garret, he climbed up with much 
difficulty, and then putting his feet through 
the hole, and letting his body out by de- 
grees, he fupported himfelf for a moment 
on the rcof, and deliberated on what he 
was about to do. But his mind was, at 
this crifis, wrought up to a pitch of def- 
peratton, which mocked the fuggeftions 
of fi*ar. 'He quitted his hold, and, fling- 
ing himfelf from a* height fcf ne«rly fifty 
4 feet. 
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feet, became infenfible before he rejached 
the "ground, where he lay wdkeria&g in his 
blood,andtoaIl^ppearancbScad* i 
. He had fallen on the high road feed- 
ing from Rouen to Caen. Some people 
who were paffing gathered round him, 
and one- perfon having waflied the blood 
fiom' hi^ fece, inftantly recognized his 
featiMies, and exclaimed to the aftonifhed 
croud, that he was the eldeft fon of the 
•Baron Du F— — . Upon examining his 
body., it was jfbund that he had broken his 
arm, his thighj 'his ancle-bone, and his 
heel, befidcs having received many vio- 
lent bruifes. He ftill remained in a ftate 
of infenfibility ; and, while thefe charita- 
ble flrangers were ufing their efforts to 
rcftore him to life, the monks haftened 
from their convent^ fnatched their victim 
from thole good Samaritans who would 
haive poured o?! and wine into his wounds, 
mii carried him- to the infirmary of the 
content, whefe he remained fome weeks 

before 



be&rc he ^j^covcrtd bk fiojEbsj after 

thsot nftoathii fiifffffinir aaottifli^if^iMia. ^ 
. Hi&.1&ilief^ ^dK> had J^en i)mc jfilffr^ 
cadaknofttheoHiidertrc^hislfoiii iyaid 
of thdie fii&riogs withouc ttwosfs^j aw 
dkthe ever fee him niMt. .SyC» idMHlh 
he MK»» fi^kkiidy -okbracd » hm! ^^ 
iMv«d the cabimcieBr he had mBi/Smdjm^ 
hi» ehtlci tfiough he coukl check tb^ ^|>^ 
hraidings of his ^wa confcieiice^ he coukl 
jQ4t.iiknQe the roice of |H3blic indlgncir 
ti«Ku The report thii: M0fiC Dit£^-**-p- 
had been Ibwd lyii% oa the iMdbMM 
itf Uood, aod had in that conditi o n 
dnigged €o «the pnlbn of St« Yoo^ . 
foon fpread tbrou^ the to«i <if Rauq^ 
£if|^r«)ef)EmpatUzed m the &t^ of tfus 
unfbrtimate yoiu^ xxun^ and e»ernwd 
the tfTMUiy of his unrekntihg &ther. 
The naivei&l clamour reached the car 

of hia btotber, MoaC De B , ^aiu) 

MHHT, <»r. die firft cine^ o«tt fif fo^aft «> 

die 



ftm^ffvktic opinion, tx>ok e meaflirreVittdh 
km kMJrr'hid iiev» t%&telitiiinng tM 

liim in pntbn. Mixf, ^B— ^-i-'t 

I ufdiefe vifitt was niefttytio a|«{>eaftr 

', pobtie^ Ibr IhtaS'incteed was ih« coii- 

dke^afi^Akd €0^ MsbrMiter. He 

but^^nftttrt tJla^ ti!ih«{>t>f young hum- by 
AWR^ed ih {>aln and amgoifh ; to faunoit 
dw frvnicjr of Ids fttherj to oflbr Mm 
afl tiie owifeD^ito of ^atMnd'irifideiu: 
ucfi . ■ h> *c«ia<e toMfMnkiito aga&^ln.* 
jaighib' a-lMl^ «f ettr^Mgunfagr his li: 
toilif'«»he«sfne' t» {ueiiM hk-fotd ip4th 
«4imt itakindaefs' al^ired %fe, itlldi 
aioek^idiettarit&rc'dtofidwr ' ' 
t ^ai HOC caaa^Ki^ deferibe the 
^fme^i0ia»e& o{ Madmaet da F-— -, 
when 4k faanl ^ tcpott •£ lior buC' 
bnd!a fittMtion. Your htm «ffl coa- 
<ahc what fiie fi^and &r bcCHr dias I 
<»i'1i^tt» It. TfanHC aKMid»-aiir liit 
I &U, 
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iaXii Mofiif- du F — ^ contrived, thtor^ 
iChe affiftance of the chiilll^hle bid ittonk. 
Hi fepd her a &w liMs wrkteier widii ius 
left iand. *^ My f^ "^ (fte fiys) ' *^'^ha* 
/^ nHideiny capcivity kdow^^ and baaTled 
If'tht ^hok to^n of Ro^dbi to isake w 
>* intpicfift. in nrty misf<»iMii[e$. Pertetps I 
^ih^ have reafon to blefs the accident, 
r*^ (which may poffiUy prove ihe means of 
^^procurii^ me my Hb^ftyy tod uniting 
fS rme ag^ia to you ! — I|i |he niean time, 
f^ I traft that Piaovidence wHl watch with 
.«pH<€jMSBi goodnefe ovcr-Ae two objefts 
•f ofmy izioft ^pv^r affeftion. Do hot, 
** Wy.dearcft wfe, fufFcr the thoughts of 
« my fituatipn'to prey too much upon 
** your mind. My arm is almoft 'well: 
<' my thigh and foot are not quite cured ; 
« but I am getting better. 
. " I could, not fupprcsfs my tears on read- 
V h}ig th^t part of your letter, whereiii yow 
<* tell me that my dear Uttle girj oftca 
*' 5aj%3 for her papa.~Kiis her for me a 

** thoufand 
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'^ t3ioufand times^ and tell her that lier 
^/ PfNEH^ ^ always thmking; of her and bdr 
/'dear mama. I am iwil convinced &it 
'^ you wiU give her the beft ^slocstion 
"your little pittance can aflFord. But 
" above dll> I beftech you, in%ire her 
"-young mind tmAk ientimencs of piii^ : 
" teach her to love her Creator : that is 
" the-moftefientkl of all leiSbm. Adieu> 
^ deaf eft and molt beloi^ of women 1-~ 
^ Is there p period in refenne wh«h we 
^ fbaU meet again? Oh how amply will 
" that moment compenfate for all oUr 
" misfortunes T' 
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.^i>fb ,wj(,,i ::M.; .... .^ ..^. •-;/ 

t.. .:.!>. ^E T T. E i^ XXL . " 

; J*l i . V • 1 / .1, : I' • . . f 

t -jflj^nri length Ac Parfianarot of Rp^en 

^TiegSft to iitieidt itf^ CftiOp. <)f 

Mdhf. dii E— ^. . The drcumftaifGe$;pf 

^liis confinement were mentioiipd in; that 

*Afl6tnbly» andithe PrcSdetiCtfenthi^Sc- 

c^etary to Monf. du E - "' ■ ; ■ ' $ priibdi who 

'^h^iioh^ ;^oitced hm:bed» aijti^i/i^, a^l^. to 

irraUc with the afliftanoe of trnitches, 37 

the advice of the Prefident, Monf. du 

F— — addreffed fome Icttcn to the Par- 

liament^ reprefenting his fituatiofHn/lhe 

tnoft pathetic terniSy and tmplgriiigiilv^ir 

interference in his behalf . :. i-n:,: 

It IS here neceflarjr: to ^nierttioiv^ithat 

- Monf. de Bel B— — , Pnotureur General 
de Rouen^ being indmately connected 
•with the B£.ron du F— — 's family^ had 

v 'Tciicteed to dcisionilrate his fiiendfhip for 

the 
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^ Baron^ hf raii^fimn^ His fon neairljF 
three years oa his own aiithority^ and 
without any lettredc cachet* And^thougb 

Monf. de Bel B well knew^ that 

every Ipedts of opprefliort W!{s ODAnived 

at, under the Ihelccr of lettrcs de cachet^ 

he w^s fenfible dtotit tya^ipnlf bpn^li^b 

'i*ieil< liufi^ts tfiat the ejwcc^e-piTyjragnjr 

^%^'pt^itt2d|. and in thi&^ftlcvAai' ia^ 

^ftanc^, 6ot having.bcw crwel * iflon leS^ 

- regies, he appefiendedt^thatif cwr Nfj^ofl 

< du F— - regaifted his liberty^ he. iwght 

'^Wftftade're^aKik foriiiitPO|j4^^ JH^^y 

'^^ereforci exerted. al!\ hi3 influence, ^nid 

"with'tob much fuccefs, to fruftrate the he- 

-nevolent intention of the Prefidentof tihc 

'"'Pifflianient,relpe6ting MonLdu E^Trrp^ 

^^^BSs.teiters -webc indiJcd-Te^ ia |hj^i^^-- 

llbmbly, and ardbrddi to b«. 5?gi%jxd^ 

urbere they iSati rcmiia a rewi)d o^Uje pu- 

fillanhxiiqr of thofe men; \trho ibff^ed/fhe- 



.ni^i 



According to rules. ' ' '^ 



f^'^^J-Ui .:;;j ' :'I.JriV. ,x h .fgfjj^ltf 



Atitfcoritjr of Monf. de Bel B — — « 
ovQ-come the voice of hwnanity ; who 
ackftow&dged the atrocity of the Bar(m 
dii F-^ — ^'s ebndud, and yet were deaf 
to^ the fopplications of hi^ fon, while, 
fr<^m tSie depth of his dungeon, he called 
Bpon'them for proteftion and redrels. 

' May the fate of the captive, in the land 
of France, no more hang fufpended on' . 
the frail thread of the pity, or the caprice 
of individuals ! May juftice ereft^ on eter- 
nal foundations, her protefting fariftuaiy' , 
for the opprcffed; and may humanity . 
arid mercy be the graceful decorations of 
her temple ! 

The Baron du F perceived that, 

notwithftanding his machinations had pre- 
vented the Parliament of Rouen from 
taking any efFeftual meafures towards li- 
berating his fon, it would be impoflible 
to filence the murmurs of the public, 
while he remained confined at St. Yon. 

He determined, therefore, to remove him 

to" 
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to'ibme diftant priion> wjiere. his, name 
and family were unknown; and wher^, 
beyond the juriftliftion of the Parliament 
of Rouen, his groans might rife i^npitied 
and unavenged. But the Baron, not 
daring, aVtiidft the general clamour, to re- 
move his fon by force, endeavoured to 
draw him artfully into the fnare he had 
prepared. 

Monf. dc B was fcnt to his bro- 
ther's prilbn, where he reprefented to him, 
that, though he muftnot indulge the leaft 
hope of ever regaining his liberty, yet, if 
he would write a letter to Monf. M — — , 
keeper of the feals, dcfuing to be removed 
to Ibme other place, his confinement 
fliould be made far lefs rigorous. MonH 

du F^ was now' in a ftate of defpera- 

tion, that rendered him almoft carelefs of 
his fate. He perceived that the Parlia- 
ment had renounced his caufe. He faw no 
poffibility of efcape from St. Yon; ^nd 
flattered himfclf, that in a place where he 
I 4 was 
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^^fifnte^fftWHte^th^ letter |« 
Mfli^ 4e^ Btttt- ccmvcycd in triuoipbiva& 
ijift father. There were, ho^wever, foiw ex- 
p^i^ofi^ « thf letter which the Bar9fi4^ 
approve^}^ on which accoum Jt^ T^tm?^ 
iti 4efiring that tfaol*^ exprelHons jn^ig^l^e 
cha/igeid. . But, ^ring che intfttvali^iHs 
brodkj's abfeace, MonHdu FTr-rr.^ 
.rcfleftod cm the ralh imprutfcngc qf /cq©- 
<£diog in the.promife^ .of ^th^Jb^^^h^ 
ht ihad been fa crm^ll^ ifSt&w^j iJ^o 
fcooer, thca-cfore, did ManC^,4e JBhrrrr- 
put the letter igain into his.hatiis^.fhdA 
he tore it into pieces, and perenoptdri^ 
refilled to write anothen. .-« i.:,rj 

. . Socm after, this, Moof de B— — , tbfc 
ambaffador of the tyrant, again xfi^rmi 
to his brother with frefli cnedentialsj^and 
declared to him, that if he would wnte 
jo;the keeper of the feak, dcfuing to be 
removed from Su Y on^ he fliould, in one 

fortnight 
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•J 3 " *• ?• • '. ' 

fcrtnight after his removal, be reftored tx> 

^libbrty/ t/pon Mbnf. dii ^— ^'s af- 
^Krting tJiaPh^^eotiia nb'ldnfeef koAflaein^ 

•^^ftither, 1ri ' a forrtial'*rrittcn 'ing&g^jhaMc, . 
to which he figncd his 'iVaft*, ^ve- Mm- 
the myft' folerfin aflbran^ei idiat this^-pw* 
*^ffe lh£wld be fulfiUed.'^ith'fldldity.. 
^Bl4Wtf/^dii F-^^-r -defofeii:^ fc*5d%s^ for 
'-aeKfe^atk)h>< a^id,. du^fng- diat idtervla!^, 
-fimnd means' of Gpnfuhi«rg^« a magnate* 
-fif-Rdu^A-who was hi$ frifcnd^ iarid t^ho 
qiidv^lled li^- to tomply. widi!.thc ;criwu 
^t wfel^'dfl^edii^rfier having xaJafiil fei- 
TcndHcOpies o£ the written .crigagpnfirtt 
'td^'be cdcen^and certified b)i^ fuch ofthp 
{Miibqers-^at^St^^Yon as were lifeetyi© ecj- ^ 
gain their freedoni;; at precaution ;/obce& 
MfYy fcft 'hig^-oWttiCo^ ihauldi iDfttonii 
*«mlmhaods..': ^ :;. 

'Thus, having f);eitHertruftedvta:tb(&a& 
feftion, the mercy, or thei«mcdc:ofthofe 
"^thiri ^hoi<^lDoi0ms iuth femipidits were 
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extingnilhed ; having bai^gajned, by a 
written agreement, with a father and a 
brother, for his releafe from the horrors 
of perpetual captivity, Monf. du F— . 
wrote the letter required. 

Soon after, an order was fent from 
Verfailles for his releafe from the prifon 
of St. Yon, and with it a lettre de cachet, 
whereby he was exiled to Beauvais, with . 
a command not to leave that town. Monf. 

(Je B , afting as a * Cavalier de la 

Marechauflce, condufted his brother to 
this place of exile, and there left him. 
A'lhorttime after, Monf. du F- re- 
ceived an intimation^ from that magi- 
ftrate of Rouen who had intcrefted him^ 
fcif in his misfortunes, that his father was 
On the point 'of obtaining another lettre 
if: cachet, to remove 1^ from Beauvais, 
to fome prifon in the fouth of France, 
where he might never mcwrc be heard of. 

• An officer of juflicc. 

This 
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This' gendeman added, that Morif. du^ 

F^^ had not oiie moftleilt tolofc, iM 

advifed him immediately- td'attefaipt hisi'^ 

clcape* .»':>.* Av 

Early on the morning after he recei^-' 
ed this intelligence, Monf. du F— — , 
who had the liberty to walk about the 
town, fled from Bcauvuis. The perfoa' 
who brought him the letter from the ma* 
giftrate, waited for hini at a little diftance 
from the town, and accompanied him on 
his journey. When they reached luifle 
in Flanders, not having a paffport, they 
were obliged to wait from eleven o'clock, 
at night till ten the next morning, before 
they could obtain permiflion fr©m th^ 
Governor to proceed on their journeyi 
Monf. du F concluded that he was 

purfued, and fuffered the moft dreadful 
apprehenfions of being overtaken. His 
companion, with fome addrefs, at leogth 
obtained a paflport^ and attended him as 
far as Oftend; The wind proving con- 
I 6 ' trary. 



cHficcatta^hitofelf* on Boald'thef- vci&iw- 
\v4l]cfh'fite ri^ takch' hk paflfege fet.Ei^4i 
lahd/ At 'length ^^e wind bicctorjc fa-^ 
vouirtibk'; the vefl^l ^kd, and amvedw 
hie iti die ni^t at Mafgace. , Monf. du< 
J'iS-ii— , ^cn he* reached the Ei^Hfhi 
fliore, knelt down,' and, in a transport ofi 
joy, kifled the earA of that dear coontr^^ 
which had twice proved his aiylum* ». - 
He then^nquiied when the ftage^ceiachi 
fet off fot" London, and was- told tb*t it 
j&vent at fo early an hour the next taoni« 
ing, that he could not go till the<Jay ai^ 
ter, as he muft w^t till his pomtifanteaa 
was examihcd by the cuffora-houfe dffii 
cers, who were now in bed. Thifidtliiji: 
of a Few hbuf^ in feeing his wdfe and chlMi 
after fech an abfence,' aftec fucK fufier^ 
tngs, was not to be endured,. In a viot * 
lent aghition of mind,'he fnJitdiedup^bij 
porlmanteau, and was. gbihg to. fling k 

into. 



intOf.tiic .fea^ ^rfiea he .;s»fo§r^j^pd ..bfj, 

Agul4 be feos after him- Hie ycage;rjy;> 
coannplKjd. with their deiTvm4^^aQd kt oiic:; 
fiur Ij90do0^ As he dr^w; near, his aiix^< 
ieiy, his. impatience, his emotion incre;afeA-j 
His {urefeot fituation^appeared pohim Uk^r 
doe oC thoTe delicious, di:eaQQSt, which 
fgmeiime^; vifited the darknefi of his dun- 
geon, and for a while. reftored hirx>, ii^, 
ima^na^>.ta thofe he loved.. Scarcely; 
could hsi poffijadfi. hijnfclf that, he ,w^^ 
heyomi.ifee reach: of opprcffipnj that, he.: 
was iflba land, of frcedonpi that, he was; 
hafceiwg'.evety nfKHncnt towards his wife: 
and. chilis When, he cfttered Lo^dQij^, 
h£i ien£i#ions became sdmoft too fbrpng to.^ 
hear,. He was ia the very iimc pla<:e: 
which hisi wife and. child inhabited— byt 
were. they. yet alive? were they, in. health?. 
liad Bfe^ven indeed referved for him the? 
tranfporjt.^f holding, them once more td 

hift*. 
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hfe bofom, of itiixinghls tears with theirs? * 
When he knocked at the daor of the 
houle where he expe6ted to hear of Ma- 
dame d^ F-^ — , he had fcarcely power 
to articulate his enquiries after her and his 
chiH. He was told that they were in 
heal^^ • but that Madame du F— , be- 
ing in a (kuatlon (iK miles from London> 
he could not fee her till the next mom-' 
ing. Monf. du F^— • had not bebn iii 
a bed for feveral nights, and was alm<^ 
oyersome wiA agitation and fatigiie. He,> 
however, inftandy fet out on foot for the 
habitation of his wife, announced himfelf 
to the miftrefs of the famify, and remain- 
ed in another Apartment, while fhe, after 
making Madame du F— — promife that 
ihe would liften to her widi caknnefs, toid 
her, that dicre -Was a probability of her ' 
hu(band-s return to England. He heaixl 
the £>bs, tht exclamations, of his w^ at 
this ii^ceiligence — he could reftrain no 
k>ngcr— he wihed into the room— he 

aew 
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flew into her arms — he continued pref- 
fing her in filence to his holbm. She 
was unable to fticd a tear; and it was 
not till after he had long endeavoured to 
footh her by his tendernefs, and had talked 
to her of her child, that flie obtained re* 
lief from weeping. She then, with the 
moft violent emotion, again and again re^ 
pcated the fame enquiries, and was a con- 
fiderable time before ihe recovered any 
degree of compofure. 

AH the fortune Monf. du F-^-^ pof- 
feifed when he reached London, was one 
half guinea; hut his wife had, during his 
abfence, laved ten guineas out of her lit- 
tle felary* You will eafily imagine how 
valuable this hoard became in her cftiman 
tion, when Ihe could apply it to the pre- 
cious ufe of relieving the necefikies of her 
huftand. MonC Du F— — «- went to 
London the next day, and hired a little 
garret: there, with a few books, a rufh-^ 
lights and fome ftraw in which he wrap- 
ped 



gcdf^hb legs. t;o i^pply the wMtroTfirQ, 

^,«<^e^di not die iplenjloiirjo whk^ 
cb|5 -liii^^^B Vei^ ;jiccuftomed/ 
diingcon from which he Kicldrcj^ect He 
faw his wife and' child once a week'';. and;. 
in thofe folitary moments, when books 
foiled to footh hh: tlWirghtSj.hc anticipa^ 
ted the hour in which he fhould, again 
meet thp.objefti^tni^ftridear toj his heart^^ 
and paffed. the intcnwJs of time in philo- 
^phic refignation. His cloches being tM 
ih^by to admit of his appearinj^ m tn6 
day,. he iffued from his little fhed'\^feft1il 
jW.as dark, ^d endeavoured to warfrf hym^ 
ifelf by the exercife of walking. . ' ^ - - ^^' 
. Unfortunately he caught the fmalU^b^ 
and his difordcr rofe to fuch aTie%li^; 
ithat his life was'delpaired of.*" lii feis d^^ 
jirium, he uied to riecapitulatc 'ffc'cPiaa 
ftory of his misfortunes j^ apd^when he&w 
^y perfon near his bed- fidei would * cafl 

eiit*withthe.utmoft vehemence, *'^* Qu'oa 

■ '-^' ■- ' • . .-•••.': M i iT^Jii: J 
; K^ . • }i/kkfi all the Frcach goouti , 
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ij^^foitir touts les Fraii^^oi^^*'^ iW^tt 
jlWving been for fome days in tte mdfl; 
tmniipent^^d duF— •^^rt- 

covcreciTrom this diieafe. ' ■ '- 
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QIJC months after Monf. du F-— *$ 
jpttJTf^ tp Englaiid, his family found them- 
(H^7?s compelled to filence the public ck- 
moursj by allowing him a fmaU annu^d 
pepfi9nv Upon this Madame du F— — 
quitted her place, and came to live with 
hqr hyfband and her child in an obfcure 
Jod^qg. Their litde income received 
fome addidop by nieans of reaching the 
French language in a few private families. 
A young lady, who came to pay me a 
vifit at London in 1785, defired to take 
fome leilohs in French^ and Madame du. 

F 
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F— -*' was fccomrtnended to us fbr tliat 
pufpofe. Wc foori perceived in her con- 
vetfatlori every mslrk of a Cultivated mind, 
and of an amiable difpofition. SKe at 
length told us the hiftory of her misfortunes* 
with the pathetic eloquence of her own 
charming language; and, after having heard 
that recitalj it required but common hu- 
manity, to treat her with tlie felpeft due . 
to the unhappy, and to feel for her forrowa^ 
that (ympathy to which they' had Yuch 
chim. How much has the ferifibiUty cf 

Mbiif. and Madanrre du F oVer-rated 

thdfe proofs of cftecm and Mendlhip 
which wc were enabled to (hew them in 
their adverfity I — But I muft not antlci-r 
pate. 

On the feventh of December, 1787, the 
Baron died, leaving, belitids Monf. * du * 
F'-^ — , two other fons, and a daughter/ 

I muft here mention, that at the time 

when MonH du. F was confined to 

his bed in the prifon of St. Yon, from the 

confe* 
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confequenccs of his fell,, his. faidicr, 20 
order to avoid the claraouri at Rouov 
went for fbmc weeks to Paris*- He tber^t 
made a wiil, diTmhgriting hi& eldeft foor 
By the old laws of France, however,, a^ 
fether could not punifh his fon mots than 
©nee for thtf fame offence. Nor was there 
any tiling in i^ mild a claufe that could 
much encourage difobedience ; fmce diia- 
finglc punilhmciu;, of which the mercy 
of the law \fras carefol Co ^Yoi4rcpeSirioi^^ 
. niight be extended to refidence for life in? 
a dungeon. Such was evidently the in- 
tention of the Baron du F— ~: and/ 
though hisfon^difappointing this in|ention»- 
had efcaped with only three years of cap-r 
tivity, and fome broken limbs, the benig- 
nant law -above-mentkmed interpofed to 
prevent farther puniftimcnt, and left the- 
Baron without any legal r^ht to depriYO 

Monf. du F of his inheritance. Hie 

brothers, being fenfible of this, wrote to 
inform him of his father's death, and recal 

him 
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Imn to France. He refu(ed to go while 
the lettne de cachet remained in force 
ag^iAft hinu The Baron having left^ 
Jbis ^papers fealed up» which his youri^i^r 
jfiwis. could not open but in the prefehce criT 
their bcDCher^ they obtained the revocation; 
of the Icttre de cachet, and fent it to 
MonC du F— T— ,%who immediatety Ik 
offforFrancc. 

, The Baron's eftate ^unounted to aboiit 
four thpufend poinds a year. Willjf^ 
tlPiaviQid ^ tedipw litigation, wjth his tiro*- 
fher^,t.Mon£. du F confented to ^|i- 

.vi^Q.vith thcngi this property!. But nc: 
^n found reafon to repent^of his innprii-. 
dent gcn^rofityi thofe very brothers, 6n, 

,*whom Ke had beftowqd an equal fharc of 
hjii^ fortunpi rcfufifgp concur w^^ 
'm. his., application to the 'pariiameni' of 

.J{.o.uen fojr t;he revocajtipn of tjie a^ct 

. ^i^. h^, iparri^e.. MonC du. F-p— ^,. 
iijrprifcd, and flipcked at, tljeir retblkl,, 

. bejf^f ojntettain iom?^pErchen)loA^^ 
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Us perfonal fafety; and ^^aclmg^ t3?ati 
^pported by the authori^ <if hi^itiidtiiii 
fmother fectre de cachet nrti^t fcc^^tlb^ 
tamed againft him, he haMcd^-^S^ac^lfii 
England. Norwasitdttaferhfehsid'i^- 
qrived aflurances fronri feveral of tlie i^- 
gift^at^s of Rouehj that th^ wotflfl l$fc 
rcfponfible for the Tifety ot' Hfe perfi^, 
that he again ventured to return to Fi-ari^, 
accompanied by Madame and Madefnoi* 

felie du F /in order to obtain tht^rd- 

Tfpcadpri of the arret. On thtir arrfvaHt 

Rouen, finding 'that the "jparllaiftenf^Wis 

exiled, and that Ae bufinirf^ could nbtTJc 

prolecuted at that time, they again c^mc 

^ back to pafs the winter iri England. * ^ 

^^ ; At this period his mother died; and' in 

-j^g^ follQwing fummer Mohf. ihd Ma- 

j^^e <giu*F- arrived in Fiunce/at tlic 

jgrcat epocha of French fibeity, on the 
\ |,5di of July, 1789; the^ v^cry ' day after 
;^that pn >yhich the Baftille Svas t^en; it 
,!;Fas ^cn thar1\l6nll^du'^-i^ 

feif 
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lUfin fecurity on his native (hare.— It was 
rfien that his domcftic conifofts were np 
longer embittered with the dread of being 
torn from his family by a feparadon more 
tOTrihd^ than death itfelf*— It was then that 
he no more feared that his repoie at nig^ 
would be broken by doc entraaoce of ruf- 
fians prepared to drag him to dungeons, 
tht darknefs of which was never vifited 
by 'the bleffed beams of day ! 

He itnmediately took poffcflion of lus 
chateau, and only waits for the appoint- 
mttit of the new judges, to folicit the re- 
vocation of the arret againft his marriage, 
tod tO' fecure the inheritance of his eftate 
to Maickmoifcllc du F — -, his only 
daughter, who is no\V fifteen years of ^e, 
and is diat very child who was born in 
the bolbm of adverfity, and whofe inlan^ 
was -expofed to aH the miferies of want. 
M^y ftie never know; the affliftions of hisr 
pareKts, but may (he inherit their virtues ! 

tJiiider cheantieht government ofFrance, 
4 there 
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•dicFC might hayc bec0 fdme dw)l?t ii)f 

Morif. du F- — 's obtaii^ng ^h? J[!p>fpipfc. 

tibn of the arret againft Jiis n^arriggp, J^ 

«idathche iron hando^defpotifin, jjtifti^^.^ 

virtue w^ght have been oveitthrowiu Jiyif 

•happier omens bdoag to the atw cpo^t 

tudon of France, The judges wiU.qCWIr 

mence their high office witlh that. dignify 

becoming fo important a tr\3ft, by x*»t 

editing an a6t of the moft flagr^t opr 

preffioBu They will confirm thai JK^telnn, 

diat ikcred engagement which Moi^ ^1)4 

Madame du F have three. im^$ 

vowed at the altar of God!— which ki9^ 

been faridbioned by laws human aod; dj* 

Tiner— which hasbe^n ratified to.^ard^ 

Shd in hdiveni 

No fooner had MoDf. and M^O^edu 
F— r-^ taken poffeflion .of thdr projperty, 
than they' Teemed eager to jcpiwi|k:e jus^ 
how little this change of fortune was cai- 
pable of obliterating, for one moment^ the. 
remembrance of the firkiuj^ of,tUeir ^d- 

verfity. 



WNk-all lilt emieftiic^of 9^- 
wtoFrsmoCy »n$i ap- 

*)Aefl^i«iwb dK«r hflf^uads .imperfodt^ tOl 
die invitatian. You will 
Att we ace not in&niible wtt- 
•«f Ae deUgbtful. diange in ;hqr 
|bRuae« We have the joy of feei^ ^^^ 
' not only pofifeOing all the comfpits o£i^« 
#Detice> but uoiveriki rejpeft and t&^epu 
• MonC du F— «*~ esdeavours to baaiih 
fitmi higpoflefljons. His teiungfs 
iMon as a faCiber, . and, ^ wjKan 
Iks ejre fees him it bleflb him." I &ii 
m oat of the peaiants whom I met in 
mef w^Sl yefterday^ * «' Je fuis charai^ 
4e Tobr que MonC eft li bien aime icu" 
«-^^Oii pmrV^ oui Madame, et a bonne 
raiiMij «ar il ne nous &it que du bien !'' 
SMk 11 che hifloiy of Monf. du F . 

^ I am happy to fee that Monfiear b £> Aoeii 
beloved.— -CMi, yes> Ifadaat and weQ he siay*^ ke 

flnii III nndim l—JM'J 

Has 
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Has it not the air of a rovmiice ? ani ik 
you not glad that the e kn^ucii l CK ia^ lay- 
pjr ?— Does not the old lanti ^fcropttlf 

in the right place ^ ac the v^^ page mt 
would chufe ?— Or> if I fomednies wiBx 
that he had Ir^ed a little longer^ k is <miy 
from diat de^re of retribution^ whsch, in 
cafes of injuftice and op^ffion^ k is £> 
natural to fecL — It is only bccaufe the 
knowledge of the overthrow of the an- 
tient government would have been a fuf- 
ficient punifhmeht to him £»* all his era* 
ctey. He would have fickcned at ibe 
light of general happinefs. The idea of 
liberty being extended to the lower ranks, 
^hile, at the fame time, tyranny was de- 
prived of its privileges, he woiiki:^ha»e 
found infupportable ; and wo?d4 have ab- 
horred a country^ whiclj could no longer 
boaft of a Baftille; a country wlwre iron 
cages were broken down, where dungeons 
were thrown <^n, and where juftice was 
3ienceforth to fhed a<teMii4ft^yl^i 
K without 
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without one dark fhade of rdief from li- 
tres de cachet. 

But peace be to his aflies ! If the re- 
c6lle£tidri']Sf^his evil" deeds eifcites mj 
indignation, it is fkr otherwife with' Monfl 
abd Madar&Q du F-~-. Never xjid f 
liqs^t, their lipi utter aa eiCpreffioo^ of r^-. 
fchtmcntii i?r difrefpcft, towards -Ms Jt^-: 
moryi and never did I, with that warmtb; 
which bclo^s to rtiy friendfhip for thei1|>. 
pjUs a ccnfure on his conduft/ without bp-^ 
ing ;JTfiade ^ fctafiWe, by . their behavio^f^^^- 
thjji I Iiad done wrong. 

Adieu ! 
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r AlJif IgUd'you think ^thaf a'#kfft#s H^ * 

n«ai «^ alifibft mlii^i^^ridfer tlfe ttiP 
ttel* gbveriMiierit of BVaitc^/ is a gbdd' 
cxciife for loving the revolution.' WhWjf 
inafeeSj'^but friehdlhip, could KdVe led myt 
afifeftfibtt^m the ahnals^of-^Jk^tia*- 
to the records of pofitics • ftbWimi* J)tei- 
try to the profe of human life ? In vain 
ftii^ht Ariftocrajes have explained to me 
the rights of kings, and Democrates have 
defcanted on the rights of the people* 
How many fine-fpun threads of reafoning 
would my wandering thoughts have bro- 
ken 5 and how difficult fhould I have 
found it to arrange arguments and iafe« 
rences in the cells of my brain! But 
however dull the fiiculties of my head, 
" ' ' K a I can 
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t tm Miteybu, thbtwfaenaprapofiiion 
i^^d(l^£R}d io ttiYiheart, 1 fadcra ffimfne 
quiclii^ bf percepoon. I cari uten'd©^ 
dde> in one moment^ points upbn rvhidi 
philofophera dud l^flatOTs havse differed 
in aH ages : nor could I be moreconmeed 
of the truth of any demcnftration IniJ^uclid, 
than I amj that> tiiat fyftem of pdfoscs 
Aiuft be the beft» by whkh diofe I love 
are made. happy. 

Monf. du F -'s chateau is near, the 

fitde' to^TO of. Forges, cekhraccfl for ias 
mmerat waters^ ^nd much itibrted'toxin 
Himmer on that accouht. We wenit to 
the fountain on pretence of drinking' the 
waters^ but in reality to fee the com- 
pany* The fkft morning we made ^qgr 

-appearance^ the ladies prefe/ited us vffSh 
noiegays of fine spreading purple heath, 

^ which they called * Bouc^ecs i, la foil- 
tame^ 

, ♦ .No^ayi pf the fountain. , 

I was 



I was tG^d, faefbro I kft £nsbjD}» }jb^ f 
ihinddfrndthatfiraich Bfeetfy h«4^i^PXr 
caiiFrcfichttrbinity- Bnjtomyfdiwigilfbftj^ 
feed and hcardy fincc my arrival in I?r^<5^ 
ama'CDntradidcd this- aflfertiw> wiJirJe^ 
mifi tQ.bdfcre that the Frtmh .wttl i?§ri^,- 
Ally jpEreferve, from tfec wrecfcolf Af HFitjifer 
toandiical govcmmcnti the old ^aripriiii^f 
^Iwire folong hdd of fjjperiorkyjryrpft- 
litenefs* I am perfuaded thje m<)ft ifcte?- 
:iti[iicd'I>emcH:rates of tke na^opi^jy^af- 
cv/cr ofhcn privileges, they tjai^y;^c}iuifejjtp 
iSioerdle^/vriH always fufFcr tho privilege 
a^fiadng mdc to lie dormant. « . 

la every country it is focial plea{T4Te 
that (beds the mioft delicious flowers whijijli 
gpowt on the path of lifei-butin Ff^^fl^^ 
'^tfti^ c<pver« the \yhple way. with rpfesBLj^d 
Che^ traveller can fcarcely ^mark .i^ xug- 
gednefs. Happy are a pcppl^,/o fondjpf 
talking as the French, in poffefling a. feft- 
guage modelled to all the charming pur- 
pofes of coriverfation. 'Yfeeh- turn of ex- 
,^ 1 K 3 preffioni 
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pi^effion is a drefi that hangs fo gracefully 

-6n gay ideas, that yoti are apt toiuppoie 

' JthatVit, a ^pdity parfimoraoufly; diftrifaut- 

' ^d in other tduiitries, is in France as con\- 

mon as the gift of Ipccch, Perhaps diat 

brilliant phrafeology, which dazzles a fo- 

\rcigncr, may be &nniliar and common tx>. 

a French ear: tut how much ingenuity 

jnuft we allow to a people, who haw fpnn- 

ed alanguage, of which theconunon-place 

phrafes give you die idea of wit, 1 • 

You, who are a reader of Madatine jSjru- 
'lart^s works, win know^ tharl am- here crn 
a fan of claffic ground. The AUIpyc 
de 'Bpbec is but a few miles diftant fyisin 
this chateau, and I walk every day.in d^e 
forciik where Michel and Jaqudi«ie.cre<9:ed 
theti- littie hut; which you may rcni«i*cr, 
hai^i^pftnfortunately built too lo*r ta4fti* 
mit of their Handing upright, thj^ 90m- 
fortal thcmfclyes with* the reBeftion, 
* ".Qa'on^pe peut pas penfer a tout/* and, 

.• One cannot Aififc of evWy thing; .' 

when 



•vyrhen th^y wereonQe f^atfdiiitJieir^^ell- 
ing,; in which it was i9. vaia ,^tt9j3^5.|o 
fbuldixScpiuated on the corp^fem of^piig 
♦f^.xhcz foi/' Upon qniuijyj,^ I..ha,Ye 
heard that poor Jaqudine, three years after 
thehaplpy. change in her fortime^was killq^ 
by .a .ftroke of ligbtning, and that, ^icl^l 
(as hcwas boiind to.do, i>eing.thc herp of 
a romance) died of grief. ... 

The Abbe deBohec has niuch reputa- 
tion in this part of the country for wjip. 
A&t ; bi?t a French gendemani yrho dinecl 
;rwith him-, yefte^ay, told me this.mpgj- 
tng>: t '^11 m*a dpnne une indigeftion ^e 
/ h&n fens/^ This is ^^m^thing in ih^i^je 
: df a young Frenchman, who went to y^^t 
: act acquaintance of his at S-otterd^^j^d 
.ibaS:-CT»fi^c. called ,thi«: worj^.gpj^y- 
-iBani ^'^ La: raifqa continue (c^o^TV^q^ 
^ At* Home, ..:').'; 

^ f He gave me ah indigeftion of goodftfife.-* 
' t Keafomng continueii, is jioo Wonldi^cak* of 
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dit la fievre continue) avec dcs redouble- 
mens/V;// ^ 5 - 1 j 1 

An alarm has been Ipready but widi- 
out.any foundation, that the Au(fap» 
troops were marching to invade I«*rance. 
Itpx^ts me in mmd of the old trick of 
the'jioman patricians, who, whenever the 
plebeian? gr6w refradtory, called out, that 
the Ecjui and the Volfci were cpming^r 
the Equi and the Volfci, however* nevci 



came. 
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'^^^E have had a fete at the chateau; 
on the day of.St^ Auguftin, who is MorJl 

Axx F 's patron ; and, though Mof^T* 

, is become a proteftant, I hope he will al- 
ways fhew this mark of refpeft to his o|3 
friend St. Auguftin. Indeed I am perj- 
fuaded that I-uther and Calvin, if they 
had beerf of our party, would have rccon-^ 
ciled their minds to thefe charming rites 
of fuperftition^ 

The ceremonies began with a difchargc 
of fufees, after which Mademoifelk du 

F entered the faloon, where a great 

croud were affembled> with a crown ojf 

flowers in her hand, and addreffed hej 

iather in thefe words : — * ** Mon tres cher 

K 5 ** papaV 

* *« My deaieft papa» can I chufe a moce favtonr* 
f at^enkoineiitto wUh yoa an agreeable feCfe than 



" papa, poTirrois-jc profitcr d*mi mop^cnt 
*^ plus favorable pour vous fouhaiter unc 
*' bqiox^ ^te, qpic ceJv^ fi^ 9^ l>9Pf^^ «t 
^ ,vraia amies font ici raflcmblees,£t s'wnif- 
// fcnt a nipi pour celebrer cet hci^rfUK 
•f joi^r? C -eft dans vos bie^ischcrjpapa, 
f^ c'e|t dans yotre chateau que la Divine 
^, Providence nous reunite pour chanter 
*' vos vcrtusj et ce courage heroique qui 
•* vous a fpit fuppprter tous vgs MaWeurs. 
**X:.'orage efl:pafle> jouiffez ixiaintenar^t 

*^, ttts* yAtxi osr beft, oar iahhfal fiieawh ans Jx^is 
^* .s^embled, aod join witk me in ^e^radni^ th|s 
^ liappy day ? It is ih the midft of ypur ppfleffions* 
** my dear papa^ it is in your chateau, that I)i\riSe 
f* PioVidente has rc-united us> to declare your vlr- 
^f coesi and th& heroic fortitude with wl^ch ypa havie 
^/fiipponed yoor imsfcnrtunes. Xhe ftorm iajpA 
^ and jou can xmf, my dear papa« ^njoy ^ happt- 
** ne(s you fo well defervey and the eHeem of ^very- 
^ amiable mind. May your child contribute to yoor 
^ iSdidty ! May the Supreme Being hekr ChepraytH 
^ which I addreis to him for the prefervatioa of a 
« lender {^thff« to idmin I cxCSsr my dntj^imf gm^ 
f.^itudc^asvithebeaafttfoiuipf o 

% ^^ Cher 



l^€SAt p^pa du bdiAcui* qiic vius'ineri- 
*^ tez fi bicn-de I'cflime qtJC voite' tbus 
''^ iStesacqulfe d^ns totrs 1» taid-sfcnfibles. 
^'Quc votre chcrd etfentr-'contribuca vo-- 
^'tre felibitc, que TEterneJ d^^ircittu- 
*' iccr les vceux que je bi zdriSk ^r Iji- 
** confervatiou et k bonhear d'tm ten- 
^ dre perc>. i qoi j'ofirc mes homages,. 
**tna reconnoiirance, ct ks fthdniens 
•* d'un coeur qui yous eft tout devoue." 

She then placed the crown of flowers* 
upon hi&thead^ and hie Embraced herten* 
^deily. A number of ladies zd^tidtdy. 
prefented him with nofegays, and werjt' 
embrj^ced jn their tuicn.- 

Wp bad. feen, whUe wie were at ^agis^ 
a chamiing. little piece perfemied at tfoe 
Theatre do Moilfieur,, called, ^^La Fede- 
ration, ou La^amille Patriotique*-* Ma- 
jiamp du Frrr-fent fop a copy of tfcis. 
piece, and it was now perjSbrmed by the 
oempany affembted at dw chateati. The 
tenants, witfc t^ir wives' and daugtiters^. 
''-''' Kd ^ formed. 



^^.^ 
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formed' tke niofl: iconfiderfttile pare of the 
audkncevandJ beticYC no^pkiy, in attrienir 

more qjpiaufc. My fifter took a part.Ur 
tfc* ptrbntakKc^ which I declinted doin^ 
till 1 ttecAkSkd'tita^ one of die principd 
chfllaftera was: a fistoe; ^pon which, I 
^ehfcpted ^ta pcrfority *te beau vTolc de 
ia^ ftatne; Aod^ in die ila(b fcene^ I, beu^ 
die rcprefentative of Liberty, appealed' 
widi ail heruiual attribotos, atid'guarding^ 
tke ^cQoi&dratsd btociers of idte nactoh, 
-tiiaotii^ro |>lax:edH2d atii&Itarljoaririucfa 
waf ii&rihed|:in;tito^i^entlett(ars> f^^iA 
ikrLibbTte, 14 JmBeti: 1789.V ©ncof 
.die performers, poindag to the ftatu?,. 
fiiysi $ <^Ghaque peupfe ai de€or6 ceflte 

"' *-'^Ke'iine ipart-of the ftatue./'' '^^ ' ^' ^' 
t To Liberty, July 14th, 1785. ^ 

J Every nation has decorated this idol with fome 
peculiar attributes,— Thii cap hdsbeen long onei)fi 
her mofl eloquent emblems. — Can we notadd/onie 
others^ which may> perhaps, become no le{s tele- 
brated? ' I > • ' J 
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idole de quclques attribute qut.lui font 
partfcuHers.— Cc bonnet flir^-tout eft de** 
vetiu un cmbl^me eloquent.— Ntponrrii 
ond-^nous pas en ajouti^r d'autrb qtii de^ 
viendrpnt peut-ctres aufli celebres ?''t He 
then unfolds a fcarf of national ribband, 
which had been placed at the foot of tfe 
ahar, and adds, * ** Ccttenobk echarpfcl^** 
Ces couleurs fi bien afibrties he font-elleb 
pas dignes de figurer aufli paraii les at*- 
tributs de la Libert6?" The fcarf was 
dirown over my fhoulder, and^ the piefe 
xonduded ^thf Le Carillon Nadonai: 
6ftfet a grand chGrusofjlf*^^ irir$ the pBcr- 
'fomiers ranged themfelves > in order, anid 
f^a ira was d^ced. Ca ira hung on every 
*p,'f'o rnr glowed on ererjr countenance! 
Thus do the Freachj^ \sf^ they ihoidd be 

• JThat noble fcairf !— are not its aufpicious co- 
lours worthy of appearing axnongft the kttributis o£ ' 
'Liberty?' ". '^; 

f'Tl^e national bells- 
X it win go on, * . . 

'''■ temptedi. 



tenr^eed, bjrplcaW^, to Ibigec jimt- ifed* 
xAdnt Ae ca«fe of liberty, bind it to tKev 
rfetneittbfefiee Ih the li6ur <)f fefl3*9^1- 
#ith fiHlefe^rid "(carfs of national iibbfla^tai 
Conned it wit^ the found of the viol iiiid 
the haip, and aj^int it ;w5ir merely t^ re-^ 
giflate the great movcnients of govierii- 
j(nent/ btit to mould the figure of fiie 
dance. Whpi the corillon was %iflfe3i 
fomc beautiftd fite-works were pk^feS^ 
ofii and we dien went to fupper. * «5 Vou& 
etes bien place,, Monf." faid JVfeidairi^ 
du F— — to a young jFrenchman,. who 
was ftated between my lifter and. oie at: 
table, -^ " Madame/' anfwerc;d he,, in a? 
ilile truly French, " me voila heurpux- 
pour la premierf fois, a yingt trois ans." 

After fupper we returned xo thic f^ooni, 
where the gentlemen danced* with the 

• You are well pkced. Sir* 
t lam made happy, Madaj]9> for the firfitiine,at' 
three and twenty years ofage, . 

vT'JT'J .i i pcalant 
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pedant gid$, and the ladies with fli« pea^ 
fants. A more joyous (cene, or. a ^c^.pf 
happier .cowtenances, my cy^fs nff^r<i)C'^ 
hej4«( When I recollected tk^ foraiier ^^ 
i^ljpn .pfipy/riends, the igeftaqle be^c^e 
XE\e ;l^Qmed an enchanting vifion : I cpuld 
n^t fpifbea^r, the who^e ^eveiunft^ coippar- 
ij^ thp paft TyithAc .prg^nt, andt whi^l 
t%(s^t,p ^e.excecxiingly merry, ^ fek t;hat 
^^&^ which M^Qul(^ not be fupp^eff^d, wer^ 
g^fhpg from pciy eyesr-byt they w«;e 
t|;^f^9jfhixury. 



LETTER 
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A Decree' has pafied in die l^tatlojni 
Aflembly, inffitxiting rewards for liter'aiy 
merit. The propofal met with ^eat op^ 
pofition from one of the members, J dj 
not wi(h to remember his name, whp liH 
the ftate ftood in need of hufbandn;ien, 
not poets 5 as if the ftate would be ^ir- 
cumbered by having both. Thi^jecnV 
tieman thinki, th^l^ provided wheat an^ 
oats flourifh, the culture of if»/>f(?^jbM^ 
be dilpoifed with j and that, if the^^'ai^ 
and harrow are iharpened, the giuB *c^ 
genius pay be ftripped of afl its feit^^^ 
f Mais, vive rAflemblce N'atfoMlc'i-^ 
they have determined never to' ^lifE 
the nohility of the mufes, or deprive'* tKe 
fine arts j- de leurs droits honor ifiques^ "", 

• Long live th^ National AfkxMfi} 1 '^di 

Apropo*. 
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Apropos of poets. — Tjie French have 
conquered many .9ldj)idii4ices, hut their 
prejudice againft Shakefpetre ftill exifts. 
They wpll know, that though in En^l^ 
it is our policy, or our pleafure^ to* have 
an oppofition on everv other fqbjeft, we 
h^ve not one diflentmg * voice ahoiit 
pn^Kefpeare; and therefore they aflow 
that he ijiay, perhaps, deferve to t^ tKc 
idol of the Britifti nation, a fort of houfc- 
hold god whom we delight .to honour; 
bufThey have gods of thpir own to whom 
tney pay homage, and have little idea that 
Shal^efpeare 'wa3 not only the. glory of 
England, but of human nature. It woul3[ 
te Vhopelcfs attempt to convince theml 
that* the genius of theJr boafted Corneillp 
has lomething of the proud, and aiFe6tq^ 
'grcatncfs of iLewis'the Fourteenth, whife 
that of Shakefbieare has more affinity tp 
the noble dignified fimplicity of Henry 
the Fourth.. Theyfepeatj tUi' ydu are 
weary of die rentti-ki'''tMat Fhidch tragc- 
^"J'*'*' ^ dies 
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4iks are r^lar dramas^whik. Shaken 
.^eare'is !|ilays. .axK mooilers; Tliisrjt^ 
mijiib me of BoHieau'S answer tt> an:.^^ 
-dior^Jbaltad brought Jiim a. pkx.tcij:^e38d9 
4)f which Boilcau di&ppraved^ Sir, c»- 
daimed the enra^ author,.! defy, ix^ajice 
.to fay that my. piece tmnljgcf^fies aoy ojgir 
of the .rules. ^^^Why, -Sir/' repUdlrBoii. 
icau, ** it tranfgrcfles.the firft 4:ule,^jiiiU» 
that of keeping the reader AWafceV' * ..;.; 
' TJie ypyng geotleman ,)viia, a^ ,1 igeop. 
lioncd tp.yQu,,)Yfts Wnfioerf .aj^Sfe^^ 
.in thc.qctt adjoining :Morrf;„^ &Tirs^ 
and with .whom he ufe^l t&;<;w?f^e>^ll^ 
fWJjifpcrs through . a Jipie Jn die . wallfci;** 
cpme tQ p^y ii.yyit at.the <dbfate4u<. XWis 
yojaog man w^nt voyjearfy wtttthQiftty- 
liny.: but, ,at tie age <^ tweftiy,.:^? jfelher 
Jt)eHig at St. DowingQ» ,#nd JWanmsj^tr 
/:pnjG4ei'ing her ibu as fiJpy iipap ;ter 
.tJQndud, which w^? fugh «iS fti-wk.it«a[i^ 
infpe<a;<ori, obramed a l^ttrer cJe.j^aiK^t 
:!gpiftft;.J)in^ and^be Wlsi^.cgn6wd/<|l;jl»jp 

years' 



yqus at St. Yqa^ He ^s j^ mt^ tbat^^ 
after the firft.year, he loft 04I hope' 0f 
^iflpr regairang his iSserty. . A a ixterbul 
jneiaikhoiy feized his mind ; belay firetcb- 
^ on the fame; bed for two.yeafsj.and 
(<H»<^ines refufed to taiie fbpd i£br. fcyc- 
nal days .foge;Iier. When liis-.fether,xat 
his^retum fropi St, £k>minga, came to 
Uk^t^fthkpi he ,was fo fej^bleiij^t he. was 
.Vnable tt> w%]k* 

rllM £aher.agsi^a:leltTi*rsmce9 and the 
J&^I>|r:$^^^ ypur^ man has {ifSexsd.p 
tfe|P7C:f|di jnore fi|vi8r^ than bimfelt At 
^kt'jSgfiy^f jSygteen, Jie w^as; gu^iy of^'ibnae 

.|nmt of ^i^iorelentmg m and ano- 

^r J^re ^ <arfiet was obtaifwd.— 
'^^isitfefeie «tiy caufe in nature that inak» 
^fefe-'hard hearis-?"— jHe was confined 
^ten years, and only felea&d wlien all the 
]>riibns were thtown ppen, by order of^ 
National Aflfembly. But for this un- 
hafpy young naaft their mercy Catne W) 

late— 
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l^te^.thefe family, njiefpttu^es r^cjifs^Tp 
ipjto te^r§, ;vjr^/fLr^ told, ♦ que Ja. .tt^c^^^ 

tvili,.r\eyer l^ tolerated in Frpce^^ ^, ^^-^j 
You wiU not be furprized to ji^ar Ai 

Monf, du F h^s, with great pprrtr 

^acency, relinquifhed hb title ^ au^4,that. 
bpjng ^,q-devant f^//w^ as weg a^^^ 4s 
deyant ;5^rc»i he feels th^t *rK??J^^^^^ 
pf perfonal ft curity, the fweetitefs .^f^^ 
meftic comfort, in fhort, tJbat.jChe ,C|?^ijEt- 
rnon rights of mm arc pf niorp value ,^gp 
he ever fot;in4 tjie ri^ts oTnob^t^dn^^ 
folitude of his diingeorij Mtp^[Vf^y:j^ 
ackhowledgje, that cpafinenjent: in a.f|^ 
terraneous cell, a fall from a height of 
fifty fect^ and .the fracture of hi$ limbs, 

• Melancholy is the difeafe of Enelii coal iresk 

are 
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are dungs which even 'the tfSe'of^Baitfii 
can fcarcely couiiterbaliic^- Iri^^i^ 
feire brinks alt&ation, ev^^'diy aftiFcliA^ 
ner, ♦k la fahte dfc I'Affemfcfee' Natidni 
ale, though they have deprivdl him 6( 
the Ibbthing epithet of Mon-Seignetfr. 
We, however, fliaBi loon ceafe td pledge 
hini in this toaft. ' The day 6f our depar- 
ture draws near. We mufl: leave the 
charming fociety at the chateau — we muft 
leave the jpeafants dance under the fhade 
cf fiie" old eims, while the fettfhg fuii 
|Jours ftreams of liquid gold through the 
fbliage^-we muft leave fLe maitre dc 
violoh/ qui fe ride eh riant, avec fa 
iVialheufeufe figure.— All this muft we 
ieaVe'l-J^^d-'rtiorrow ' is the' laft day of 
iiui^ feffdehce at the chateau. What a de- 
iStite word is'that moriofylkble of /^ — 

»' T^b t3w health of tie National' AITemMy. 
f The player on the vic^o, who, with his mifera- 
ble figure,' Aas become wrinkled fronl laughing. 

how 
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how fid, how emphatical'its meaning!— 
There is fomething in it which gives the 
moft in32Rr6nt diings ati iiiterdft ki otir 
aflfe6kions.->— I am fureicotddwrite a vo- 
lume wit3i this litde word for my tfxt|^ 
but .1 mayr^as'well^xpiaiiiiiiyltf idl (i« 
Ijney^ tan&riy to ieat^'Fratorfr ^ - '^^u* 

. ♦. .1. ! '-^ '* . - . " . . . y.r>-^' juo 

o.iv .. '-^ 1 -^i" ■'" / .^j i).L.-.>w 31 baf« 

.i- • • "' ./ 'i i •■• ."-i! Y"b iio 

..V -^ :.;>r. i> « :"* ^^'^ »' ''■! ^^ -i^'^.- 
il J) . )i - . •,. , ■: ' : ' ♦ 1' no b^bn^i 
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London. 

Vt E left France early ru Scpccriibfer,' 
that we might atoid the joqiaincfcai ai grfcs i 
but were fo unfortunate as to naeet, in our 
pillage from Dieppe to Brighton, with a 
very violent ftorm. We were two days 
and two nights at fea, and beat four and 
twenty hours off' the coaft of Brighton; 
and it would be difficult for you, who 
have formed your calculations of time 
on dry land, to gucfs what is the length 
of four and twenty hours in a ftorm at 
fea, At laft, with great difficulty, w^' 
landed on the beach, where we found fe- 
veral of our friends and acquaintance* 
who, luppofing that we might be among 
the paflengcrs, fypipathifed with our dan- 
ger, aiid were anxious for our preiervation* 
Before the ftorm becamie So ferious as 

to 



to cydude eveiy idea but that (^prepar- 
iQg 10 4ie wkh cQii^)ofure9 I could not 
help tmqg 4iv^rted with the Goaiments 
on French cuftoms^ and French politics, 
which pofied in the cabin. ^' Ah/' fafs 

. one man to his companion* '^ one had 
need. to go to France* to know how to 

» like <M £n^^n4 when one gets back 
again." — "For my part," rejoined ano- 
ther, " I've never been able to get drunk 
once the whole time I was in France-— 
not a drop of porter to be had-^and as 
for their vi^hials, they call a bit of meat 
of a pound and a half^ a fine piece of 
roaft beef." — ^' And pray," added he, 
.turning to one of the failors, " What do 
you think'of their National Affembly ?"— 
« Why," fays the failor, " if I ben't mif- 
takcn, the National Affembly has got 
fome points from the wind." 

Lown it has furprized me not a little, 

fince I came to London, to find that moft 

of my acquaintance are of the fame Q|u- 

4 ' nion 
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fiioh Hffdx the Mor. EVMy vHitor btittgs 
tne intelligence frifin FHnfk Aft) 6fMr- 
tn^Y and horror. I hear df iMydiing litit 
crimes, afikflkations, tbrture^ anddesdi. 
I am told that every day wimelfts a coh- 
' piracy 5 that every town is the'fcene of a 
maffacre ; that every ftrcet is blackened 
Mnth a gallows, and every highway deluged 
with blood. I hear thefc diings, and re- 
peat to myfelf. Is this the pifture pf 
France ? Are thefe the images of that 
uhiverfal joy, which caMed tears into my 
eyes, and made my heartthrob with fym- 
pathy? — To me, the land which thefe 
mighty magicians have luddenly covered 
with darknefs, where, waving their evil 
wand, they have reared the difmal fcafibld, 
have clotted the knife of the affaflin with 
gore, have called forth the Ihriek of def-. 
pair, and the agony of torture ; to me, 
this land of deflation appeared dreft in 
additional beauty beneath the genial fmile 
^f liberty. The woods feemed to caft a 
L mor« 
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Ignore re(^i)ii6g ^fliade;, ^ 4^ UwnSr tft 
wear a b{igh^v¥^c4urep, i|iFh4i«, th^/cw^ 
of fiw4pfl» bvrf^jfrwi Ithp cqtt^ qCthc 
peaAfitji: an^rj^ vQiee of joy n^j^Hiadpi 

M»ft I )ie tpld that my mind is per* 
leerted^ ^at I am bo^onfie id«Ad ^^ fy^ 
fatbns ^£ (jmipathy^ becaufe I ^ri^;MK^ 
^mtlttbofi: wisD bavelQ/[liipart.af thor fi»* 
pcrAukie9> rather than rejoice xJm^ vtbe.op*- 
pmSa arc protected, that thp w|X)|pgp4 V« 
Mobicied^ dot dific^ptiye ;is fat a(-t)Ha^r 
tyi' and chst the poor ha^, bread ^ lifj^ 
the uniirerfid parent! <^ the hi^ioidA rai^ 
impiant the feelings of pity v^ the be^^ 
diat they fhxmid be eonfui^d to the a|ti^ 
cjil^iiantaof vamtyji. the ^al^^epnv4^49«ia 
ofgreatneis; that they (boidd be %|^ 
faeneitth the dootie «f the palaee^i or .lodged 
sirithia the gate o( th^ frhatieaiti ; witJiCMt 
extending ode commifer^iog^ fig^ ip^die 
wfetched hamkti aa if its £muibalinh$^ 
iMaitt^ thoi^ not eoiiiobkd by mw, .diil 
7 not 
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' not bctf, at leaft, thcf cnfign^ «f noMliCjr 
ftamped on our nature by GoA^i ' ' ^ '' 
' ' Muft I hear the charmittg focittfet; in . 
^chl feund all the deganc graceBi ^ 
the moft poltlhed manners, all the amittUe 
xirbanity of liberal and cultivated alinds, 
cfompared with the moft ruAe', ferodoos^ 
and barbarous levellers that ever^xiftsd^? 
Realty, fonnte of my Englifii aoquakit^ 
ante, whatever obje6kions thef may hxm 
to republican pnnci^s, do^ in didi^ difi* 
cuffions of French politics,; adopt a ma& 
frtt and repuWican ftyie of omfiiwu No^- 
&ing can be more democraticaL than their 
mode of exprelBon, or difplay a more k* 
melling fpirit, dian their unqualified con^ 
tempt of off the leaders of the irevdu)^ 

' tt is not my mtention to (hiver iances, 
in every Ibciety I enter, in the caofe of the 
National Aflembly. Yet I cannot help 
i^niarking, tkatyfiUce that iU!bmblyido«s 
not ^efume to: ftciifelf up as an cuunsple 
L 2 to 
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to dus ooKintry» we firm to hare.Teiy &k 
tk right to be furioufljr angf]ry^c«ife' 
thcf thifdi profkrlxi.tr^ anodu^rifjnfteciarof 
government ti^itifelves^ Why ftoold 
tliey'not be fu&red to make an expe-* 
rknent in politics ? I have always beost 
told, tJiit the knprovenaent of ewfy 
defence depoids upon experiment: Bnc 
I now hear that, inftead of their new ai^ 
teaipt to form the great machine of fi>- 
ciety i^n a fhnpk principle of general . 
amity, up<»i die Federation ofitsimemHr 
briB, they otighc to have repaired ther&u^ > 
dfti wheeh and %rings, by which dieif - 
anceftors diredtcd its movements. Yet 
if mankind had always obferved thisre^ 
tmgrade motion, it would furely fadvc lc<t' 
thetn to few acquifitions in virmcf oboa^ 
khowledge; and we niight evien have' 
been woi:fbi|^>ing the idols of pagianifoii 
at this moment. To forbid, under the 
pains and penalties of reproach, aUa«*': 
tempte^f the^ human jermd ^tb ^vfiMeitan 
' : greater 
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greater pepfeftioni fiems ito.bG p*D4») 
fcribftDg everjir art itad fiiieiKb.'»A»lA;ivti^ 
cannot much Wondec ;tliat!t)|c J^rcnchi 1^ ? 
ving received fo fmaH a iegicyof public ; 
haf^pbefe frcrfn their forefethe»> and^ be* 
ing fcnfible of the poverty of thdr.own 
patrimony, fhould try aaew. tnethods of 
tmitfmitcing a richer iaherttaom to thdr' 
pofterity. 

Perhaps the iprrprovemcnts which maiir* 
kind may be capable of making in the 
artrf politics, may have fome rcfemf* 
bknce to tho& they have niade in die art ' 
of navigation. Perhaps our political! 
plans may hitherto have been fomewhat 
like diofe ill-conftruAed misihapen vcf-. 
fels^ whkfa, unfit to combat with the 
wmd& and waves, were only ufed by the 
antients. to convey the waniors of /am 
counixy to defpoii and ravagje . another . 
nei^bouringibte:; which only .Served to 
prodaie an iaterodurfe of Jhc^ility^aiCQm?' 
ammcuaoAtof ii:jwy^Mi«Ktuiii£&)C^cf»r 

, pine 
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pine and devaAati^. — ^But it may pof^ 
fiWy be ^iflnn the compafi of Riaftait 
fibaky to foiwa fyllcanof poBtics^whicfai 
like 4k modem ihip of diiccvtrry, buiit 
i^oa principles that defy the oppofitton 
<jf die tempcftuous elements ("and paC- 
fions are the elements of life" — ) inftcad 
of yielding to their fliry makes ihctri 
fubfenrient to its purpofc, and £ufing^ 
iiiblimely over the untradkcd oce!an> 
unites thofe together whom nature feenct* 
ei for ever to have leparatedj and tlm>w^ 
a iiiie of ct>nQe&ioi!i acro& the <£vklai 
iforld« 

One caiufe ofthcgenenil diOike-in whklft 
the French revolution is held in tins coihw 
tpyj is the exaggerated ftories which are 
carefully circulated by ilich of die arifio-- 
crates as have taken refuge in England*. 
They are not all,^ however, perfons of this 
delcripdon.^ There is now a young gen^ 
tleman in London, nephew to die Biihop 
de Sensj^ who has loft; his forbmCj^ hia rank» 

all 
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all his high expeftationSf and yet who has 
the geoerpfity to appUiid.|;fae tevoliutjoti, 
and the magaitiinnuiy to.t^ocndUelxiatf^ 
to perfon^ calamitiesj firom die coBfidev 
ration of general goodj and T^ho is 
*^ faithful found" to his country^ ^ among 
ijie ^dikls/' I hope this amiable young 
Frenchman will live to witnefs> and to 
ihare the honours^ the profperity of diaC 
regenerated country; and I alfo hope diat 
the National AffemUy of France will 
anfwer the objedioos of its adverfaries itt* 
the manner moft beconning its own dig* 
nity^ by forming fuch a conflitudon as 
will render the French nation virtuous, 
flouriihing, and happy* 
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